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TRAITS  OF  NATURE. 


CHAPTER  I. 

MARRYING. 

As  a,  protector  during  the  long  journey 
Adela  was  now  to  undertake,  Lady  Rosalvan 
had  resigned  to  her  the  steadiest  and  most 
respectable  of  her  male  domestics,  who 
rode  beside  the  carriage  the  whole  way,  and 
in  every  little  case  of  difficulty  was  the 
most  rational  adviser,  and  useful  assistant. 
Amy,  delighted  to  have  quitted  so  cheerless 
a  dwelling,  was  in  spirits  almost  exuberant; 
and  the  young  traveller  also,  recovering  on 
the  second  day  of  their  journey,  her  own 
accustomed  vivacity,  their  route  was  per- 
formed with  undisturbed  comfort ;  and  in 
health  and  safety  they  reached  Dr.  Hamp- 
den's  beloved  and  well-known  abode. 

Grateful  and  happy  as  Adela  had  ever 
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been  beneath  this  friendly  roof,  taught  now, 
by  the  force  of  contrast  to  doubly  value  the 
good    fortune  of  possessing   such  a  home, 
she  felt,  and  looked,  and  moved,  during  the 
first  three  or  four  days  after  her  return,  as 
if  she  trod  on  air — as  if  suddenly  transported 
into   the   regions   of    the   blessed !      Here, 
though  she   saw  nothing  but  the  plainest 
sufficiency;  no  equipage,  no  men-servants, 
no  elegance  of  furniture,  or  costliness   of 
decoration,     she    found     family    concord, 
cheerful  activity,  order  without  monotony, 
love,   friendship,   and    confidence,   without 
romance  or  affectation.      As   containing  a 
greater  variety  of  characters,  and  a  larger 
circle  of  animated  and  youthful  individuals, 
it  was  a  happier  mansion  than  even  Mrs. 
Somerville's  :  with  Lady  Rosalvan's,  it  cer- 
tainly admitted   not  the  remotest  compa- 
rison ;   and  when  Adela's  ear   caught   the 
sound  of  an  exhilarating  laugh,  when  she 
gazed   at   the    lively    and    blooming    faces 
around  her;  when  she  watched  their  dili- 
gence  in   employment,   and  witnessed  the 
genuine  glee  with  which  they  enjoyed  the 
simplest  amusements,  she  could  not  always 
forbear  whispering  to  herself,  with  a  sigh — 
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•f  Ah,  how  unlike  to  the  spirit  that 
animates  this  charming  family,  is  the 
afflicting  and  wretched  misanthropy  which 
reigns  at  Pine  Lodge  !" 

In  the  destined  partner  of  her  guileless 
young  friend,  she  was  delighted  to  discover 
indications  of  every  quality  that  seemed  to 
prognosticate  a  happy  union.  In  age  he 
was  perfectly  assorted  to  her  ;  his  temper 
appeared  cheerful  and  liberal  ;  he  was  pos- 
sessed of  an  unincumbered,  though  mode- 
rate estate,  in  her  father's  neighbourhood ; 
was  well  educated,  well  connected,  and, 
above  all,  evidently  attached  to  her  whole 
deserving  family. 

A  few  days  previous  to  the  celebration 
of  the  important  ceremony,  Adela,  whilst 
walking  with  this  young  man,  his  bride- 
elect,  and  Judith,  the  second  sister,  detached 
herself  from  the  two  former,  and  lingering 
purposely  behind  with  Judith,  seized  the 
opportunity  to  put  some  questions  to  her 
relative  to  the  only  absent  individual  of  the 
family — 

1  Where  is  now  your  brother  William, 
my  dear  Judith  ,?"  said  she ;  "  I  miss  him 
more  at  such  a  time  as  this  than  ever." 
B  2 
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'  So  we  all  do  ;"  answered  Judith,  de- 
jectedly ;  "  his  presence,  my  mother  says, 
is  the  only  thing,  at  such  a  happy  period, 
wanting  to  her  entire  felicity :  but,  my  dear 
Miss  Cleveland,  he  has  been  ordered  on 
foreign  service,  and  how  long  he  may  re- 
main abroad,  we  have  not  the  most  distant 
idea.  He  sailed  in  the  summer,  about  a 
fortnight  or  three  weeks  after  you  went  to 
Mrs.  Sornerville's ;  but  we  did  not  know 
positively  of  his  departure  till  he  had  been 
gone  nearly  a  month.  A  hasty  and  brief 
letter.,  which  he  had  written  to  us  from  the 
place  of  embarkation,  and  confided  to  some 
careless  friend  to  put  into  the  post,  was 
lost ;  and  we  never  received  a  line  from 
him  till  the  first  dispatches  came  over  from 
the  army,  after  it  had  landed." 

"  Perhaps,"  said  Adela,  "  you  were  all 
spared  much  lingering  anxiety  by  this  neg- 
lect :  but  I  do  not  mean  to  defend  it ;  and 
am  certain,  that  in  my  own  case,  it  would 
have  made  me  extremely  angry.  But  tell 
me,  was  William  well  when  you  did  hear 
from  him  ?  Was  he  in  spirits,  and  does  he 
continue  fond  of  his  profession  ?" 

"  He  was  perfectly  well,  and,  I  hope. 
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has  not  been  tormented  by  useless  re- 
pentance :  but  we  often  bitterly  regret  the 
choice  he  has  made,  because  it  preys  so 
much  upon  my  poor  mother's  spirits.  At 
times  she  is  really  quite  miserable.  This 
impending  wedding,  however,  revives  her, 
anil  luckily,  furnishes  her,  and,  indeed,  all 
of  us,  with  sa  much  to  do,  that  we  have  no 
leisure  for  reflection  and  sadness.  I  often 
think,  that  but  for  this  unfortunate  military 
passion  of  William's,  and  the  distressing 
illnesses  of  my  youngest  brother,  poor  little 
Benjamin,  (for  you  know,  the  name  of 

rr^^.v.  -c  nmy  pntirelv  drooped.")  we.  shnuld 
have  been  too  happy — almost  happier  man 

human  creatures,  perhaps,  have  any  right 
to  feel." 

"  My  dear  Judith,"  said  Adela,  smiling; 
"  where  did  you  pick  up  such  miserable 
doctrine  ?  I  should  imagine  that  human 
creatures  have  not  only  a  right  to  feel  the 
happiness  which  Providence  bestows  upon 
them,  but  that,  to  enjoy  without  abusing  it, 
and,  with  a  glowing  heart  to  acknowledge 
the  source  whence  it  is  derived,  is  one  of 
their  first,  and  surely  one  of  their  most 
delightful  duties !  Dear  Judith,  strive  to 


6  TRAITS  OF  NATURE. 

bear  sorrow,  when  it  comes,  with  patient 
resignation  ;  but  never  aim  at  receiving 
happiness  with  distrustful  melancholy !  But 
now  let  me  hear  what  you  know  relating 
to  our  old  friend  Algernon.  Has  he  written 
lately  ?  Have  you  the  least  idea  where  he 
is,  and  how  he  is  going  on  ?" 

"  We  have  had  no  satisfactory  intelli- 
gence about  him  a  great  while.  The  last 
time  my  father  heard  from  him,  he  spoke 
of  a  journey  he  meditated,  to  see  his  1-ady, 
who  was  at  Cheltenham  with  her  mother, 
and  very  ill.  I  begin  to  think  his  married 

life  has   not   been   happy.     He  has   never 
_  ...  D ^r.«ivo  ouiic  me  nrst  year 

the  connection  was  formed  ;  and,  indeed, 
has  written  as  seldom  as  possible.  William 
saw  him  once  in  town,  and  told  us,  that 
nothing  could  exceed  the  kindness  of  his 
reception ;  but  that  he  was  not  pressed  to 
take  up  his  abode  at  Algernon's  house,  as 
he  had  been,  so  cordially,  soon  after  the 
marriage  ;  and  further,  he  said,  that  tliere 
seemed  to  reign  a  species  of  discomfort 
throughout  the  whole  mansion,  which  com- 
municated itself  to  his  own  feelings,  and  he 
was  glad  to  get  away." 
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"  Did  he   see  Mrs.  Morclingtou  during 
this  visit  ?"  enquired  Adela. 

"  Yes  ;  she  and  her  husband  were  to- 
gether when  he  was  introduced.  He  thought 
her  very  handsome,  but  owns,  that  she  did 
not  look  at  all  good-tempered,  and  was 
barely  civil  to  him.  As  he  was  going  down 
stairs,  he  met  Algernon's  two  children,  a 
little  boy  and  girl,  who  are  twins.  William 
stopped  them  a  moment,  feeling  interested 
about  them  for  his  friend's  sake,  and  kissed 
them ;  and  the  only  smile  he  saw  upon 
Algernon's  face  the  whole  time  he  was  in 
the  house,  was  called  forth  by  the  gratifi- 
cation he  received  from  my  brother's  notice 
of  these  little  creatures." 

"  How  melancholy  are  all  these  parti- 
culars !"  sorrowfully  observed  Adela;  "  poor 
Algernon  !  He  merited  a  happier  lot ! — 
But  why,  why  did  he  so  precipitately  marry  ? 
And  how  came  be  to  be  so  deceived  in  the 
character  of  the  young  lady  he  chose  ?  He 
had  often  resided  in  the  same  house  with 
her  ;  she  was  his  cousin,  and  had  been  the 
companion  of  his  sister  from  her  childhood. 
How  was  it  possible  then,  he  should  be  so 
ignorant  of  her  real  disposition  ?" 
B  4 
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"  My  father,"  resumed  the  half-langhing 
Judith,  "  scruples  not  to  say,  she  must  be 
an  artful  Jezabel  !  Yet  he  allows  that  no 
great  depth  of  cunning  might  be  requisite 
to  impose  upon  one  so  young  and  inex- 
perienced as  Algernon  was  at  the  time  he 
contracted  this  alliance  ;  and  he  says,  that 
when  we  recollect  how  extremely  frank  and 
unguarded  he  ever  was  himself,  and  how 
reluctant  to  harbour  suspicions  of  the  sin- 
cerity of  others,  we  may  easily  account  for 
his  having  been  the  dupe  of  a  beautiful  girl, 
who,  not  only  to  please  herself,  but  to 
comply  with  the  views  of  her  father,  took 
all  the  pains  she  could,  to  captivate  and 
ensnare  him.  As  for  Miss  Eudocia  Mor- 
dington,  Algernon's  sister,  I  dare  say  she 
was  afraid  to  speak  :  only  think  how  her 
interference  would  have  oifended  the  whole 
family !" 

On  alluding  again  to  this  painful  sub- 
ject in  the  evening,  when  they  were  all 
assembled  at  tea,  Adela  was  informed  by 
Reuben  Hampden,  who,  according  to  his 

wonted  custom,  had  been  at  S in  the 

morning  to  read  the  newspaper,  that  he  had 
seen  a  paragraph  relating  to  Algernon. 
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which,  but  for  her  recalling  the  circum- 
stance to  his  mind,  he  should  perhaps  have 
forgotten  to  mention. 

"  Yet,  not,"  continued  he,  "  from  in- 
difference to  what  concerns  Mordington,  bu,t 
from  the  variety  of  other  intelligence  I  read 
afterwards,  which  drove  this  out  of  my 
head.  It  is  stated,  then,  that  his  uncle, 
Lord  Ossely,  as  we  have  always  called  him, 
is  dead  ;  but  that  a  few  weeks  previous  to 
this  event,  he  had  suceeded  to  a  higher 
title,  and  that  this  title,  which,  to  say  the 
truth,  is  completely  gone  out  of  my  recol- 
lection, has  now  descended  to  Algernon, 
with  the  estates  attached  to  it,  and  the 
whole  of  his  late  uncle's  personal  property, 
except  the  portion  he  has  left  his  daughter, 
and  the  jointure  settled  on  his  widow." 

Reuben  was  severely  lectured  by  his 
sisters  and  Adela  for  having  so  speedily 
suffered  the  new  appellation  by  which  they 
were  to  know  their  friend,  to  escape  his 
memory  ;  and  he  promised,  if  he  did  not 
again  forget  it,  to  look  back  at  the  paper 
the  next  day,  and  bring  them  home  a  more 
perfect  account. 

"  But  how  is  it,  "  said  Dr.  Hampden, 

B  6 
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"  that  only  one  of  the  late  Viscount's  daugh- 
ters is  mentioned  ?  He  certainly  had  two. 
Reuben,  are  you  quite  sure  that  your 
memory,  in  this  point  also,  has  not  been  a 
little  treacherous  ?" 

"  Oh,  here  I  am  perfectly  correct,  sir ; 
for  I  remember  being  struck  by  the  omission 
myself;  and  it  led  me  to  conclude,  that  the 
illness  of  Mordington's  wife,  which  we 
heard  of  last  summer,  had  terminated 
fatally." 

"  Well,  if  it  is  so,"  cried  Mrs.  Hampden, 
"  I  hope  there  is  no  great  wickedness  in 
saying,  that  such  a  sort  of  body  is  as  well 
out  of  the  world  as  in  it !  On  my  con- 
science, I  believe,  she  was  only  a  plague  to 
her  husband,  and  an  evil  example  to  all 
who  approached  her !" 

"  My  dear,"  said  the  doctor,  "  this  is 
not  spoken  with  your  usual  sense  of  charity! 
You  forget  that  this  poor  young  woman,  of 
whom,  after  all,  we  know  no  positive  harm, 
has  left  behind  her  two  helpless  little  chil- 
dren, whose  father,  scarcely  yet  six  and 
twenty,  must  be  wholly  unfit  to  supply  to 
them  a  mother's  place." 

"  I  had,  indeed,  forgotten  these  poor 
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infants,"  cried  Mrs.  Hampden,  "  and  I  am 
ashamed  of  myself  for  having  spoken  so 
unfeelingly.  Let  us,  however,  hope,  that 
the  little  innocents  will  find  friends  amongst 
their  mother's  female  relations.  Lady 
Ossely  will  perhaps  take  charge  of  them  ; 
she  has  reared  and  protected  Algernon's 
sister,  who,  I  always  understood,  was  per- 
fectly happy  with  her." 


Three  days  after  this  conversation, 
which,  during  an  interval  of  so  much 
joyful  though  anxious  bustle,  was  not  re- 
newed, the  momentous  solemnity  took  place 
that  transplanted  Ruth  into  a  different 
family,  and  imposed  upon  her  such  new 
and  important  duties.  To  the  friends  and 
connections  of  a  bridal  pair,  the  wedding 
day  is  seldom  one  of  unclouded  content- 
ment :  the  fairest  hopes  may  be  entertained, 
and  the  brightest  prospects  may,  afar  off, 
be  discerned  ;  yet,  a  doubting,  trembling 
emotion  fills  the  bosom  of  the  parents  ; 
mingles  itself  with  their  most  complacent 
feelings,  and  casts  over  that  awful  day,  a 
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pensive  seriousness  but  too  nearly  allied  to 
melancholy. 

"  The  Lord  be  good  unto  me  !"  ejacu- 
lated Mrs.  Hampden,  as  she  sat  after  dinner, 
trying  to  wink  away  her  tears  ;  "  Who 
would  ever  suppose,  were  they  to  see  us  all 
looking  so  blank  at  each  other,  that  this 
was  iny  precious  Ruth's  wedding-day !  I 
had  no  notion  I  should  feel  so  mopish  and 
so  dull  after  an  event  I  have  been  long  so 
earnestly  desiring.  I  wonder,  my  dear," 
addressing  the  doctor,  "  whether  my  poor 
blessed  father  and  mother  were  in  this  way 
when  /  was  married  !" 

"No,  to  be  sure,  my  dear!"  answered 
the  doctor,  affecting  more  gaiety  than  he 
really  felt ;  "  they  were  too  well  pleased  at 
your  good  luck  in  getting  so  incomparable 
a  husband  !  And  I'll  tell  you  another  thing 
that  helped  them  to  keep  off  what  you  call 
mopishness :  they  drank  frequently,  as  you 
and  I  are  now  going  to  do  ourselves,  to  the 
health  of  the  new  married  couple,  and 
thereby  drowned  all  dull  reflections  in  clear 
port.  Come,  goody,  give  me  your  glass ; 
and  let  me  likewise  fill  all  yours,  my  pretty 
April-faced  lasses.  Hang  it !  what  should 
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you  girls  look  so  scared  about  ?  It  will  be 
time  enough  to  take  fright  when  your  own 
turn  comes.  And,  so,  here's  my  hearty 
love  to  you,  and  may  that  hour  speedily 
arrive.  I  promise  you,  I  shall  be  as  glad 
to  look  grave,  and  feel  a  little  queer  after 
your  wedding,  Adela,  or  yours,  Judith,  as 
after  our  dear  Ruth's." 
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C.IAP.  II. 


PROTECTION. 

SCARCELY  had  the  family  at  Dr.  Hainp- 
den's  recovered  from  the  mixed  impression 
of  seriousness  and  pleasure  which  the  recent 
event  had  occasioned,  and  returned  calmly 
to  their  usual  habits  of  life,  when  Adela 
received  the  following  letter  from  her 
brother. 

"  Dear  Adela,  Bath,  March  l6. 

"  You  will  see  by  the  date  of  this,  where 
I  now  am.  I  hate  the  place  abominably : 
but  my  father  was  ordered  to  it  about  a 
month  since — I  was  wise  enough  to  believe, 
because  his  London  physicians  did  not 
know  what  else  to  do  with  him.  However, 
now  they  hear  he  is  laid  up  with  the  gout, 
they  say  that  is  just  what  they  wanted  ; 
and  they  plume  themselves  prodigiously 
upon  their  foresight  and  sagacity  in  sending 
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him  hither  to  be  martyred.  The  fact  is, 
to  do  these  tormentors  justice,  that,  though 
lame  as  possible,  he  is,  upon  the  whole, 
wonderfully  better  than  on  his  first  arrival. 
But  this  is  not  what  I  meant  principally  to 
talk  to  you  about  ;  at  the  same  time  that  I 
know,  if  you  are  as  pious  a  dutiful  little 
soul  as  you  used  to  be,  you  can  never  have 
too  many  of  these  amusing  details.  Now 
don't  look  shocked  !  I  assure  you  I  have 
been  very  sorry  for  the  poor  patient ;  and 
when  he  was  at  the  worst,  I  took  great  care 
of  him,  and  sat  by  him  with  almost  as 
pitiful  a  face  as  you  could  have  worn  your- 
self: and  whenever  the  twinges  in  his  toe 
were  sharper  than  usual,  I  used  to  feel  half 
tempted  to  forswear  good  eating  and  drink- 
ing myself,  for  fear  of  the  stinging  reckon- 
ing I  miglit  one  day  have  to  pay.  But, 
luckily,  these  little  retributions  seldom  fall 
upon  a  man  till  he  is  turned  of  forty  ;  and 
between  one  and  twenty  and  forty,  there 
are  some  pleasant  years,  it  would  not  alto- 
gether be  so  delectable  to  spend  in  prema- 
ture mortification  and  penance.  I  can  live 
upon  roots,  and  sip  '  pure  element'  at  any 
time.  In  return  for  this  little  specimen  of 
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epicurean  philosophy,  you  may,  if  it  will 
amuse  you,  assume  the  stoic  ;  preach  tem- 
perance and  self-denial,  and  interdict  me 
half  the  enjoyments  of  life  : — A  vous  tres 
per  mis. 

"  But  now  to  business. — You  remember, 
no  doubt,  that  you  are  invited  to  spend  a 
month  or  two  this  spring  at  our  uncle's, 
General  Cleveland's  ?  I  can  hardly  suspect 
you  of  having  forgotten  a  circumstance 
which  must  be  so  important  to  a  girl  of 
eighteen  or  nineteen — which  are  you  ? — as 
a  first  journey  to  London.  Well,  the 
General  is  here  now  on  a  visit  to  my  father  ; 
but  he  returns  to  town  next  week.  He  has 
talked  to  me  about  the  properest  mode  of 
bringing  you  up  from  Devonshire,  and  says, 
that  when  once  arrived  at  this  place,  you 
should  travel  the  remainder  of  the  way  to 
London  with  him.  I  have  no  objection  to 
a  little  change  of  scene,  and  therefore  told 
him,  that  I  would  undertake  to  fetch  you  to 
Bath,  and  be  answerable  for  placing  you 
safely  in  his  care.  Use  dispatch,  therefore, 
my  dear  girl,  in  getting  ready  to  set  out 
with  me  next  Wednesday.  J  shall  be  at  the 
good  old  physic-shop  on  Tuesday  nighty  and, 
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perhaps,  if  I  behave  myself  in  an  orderly, 
discreet  manner,  they  will  give  me  a  bed. 
Pray  prepare  honest  Blacky  to  attend  you  : 
my  father  is  as  willing  to  pay  her  wages  in 
London  as  any  where  else  ;  and  I  informed 
the  General,  that  he  must  by  no  means 
expect  to  behold  your  fair  person  without 
its  dingy,  but  perpetual  shadow.  I  should 
hardly  think  I  had  imported  more  than  half 
of  you  to  Bath,  if  I  saw  you  there  without 
the  lovely  Amy. 

"  My  father,  you  may  discover  by  what 
I  have  said  above,  is  aware  of  this  meditated 
excursion  to  town,  and  tacitly,  at  least, 
sanctions  it.  The  General  was  so  bent 
upon  carrying  his  point,  that,  without  saying 
more  than  is  consistent  with  his  habitual 
reserve,  my  father  could  not  well  oppose  it. 
I  cannot  promise  that  he  will  see  you  when 
you  arrive.  It  is  a  stipulated  thing  that  you 
are  to  be  set  down  at  the  General's  lodgings. 
But,  my  good  little  sister,  don't  be  dis- 
couraged ;  remember  the  old  saying,  (  Rome 
was  not  built  in  a  day  :'  it  was  built,  how- 
ever, at  last ;  and  my  father's  prejudices, 
which,  we  must  allow,  have  taken  a  good 
long  day  to  gather  strength,  may  likewise 
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at  last,  be  rooted  up  ! — The  simile  is  a  vile 
one ;  but  I  have  not  time  to  think  of  a 
better. — So,  adieu,  till  you,  and  I,  and 
Blacky  meet. 

"  Your  affectionate  brother, 

"  JULIUS  CLEVELAND." 

Between  the  reception  of  this  letter  and 

the  arrival  at  S of  its  precipitate  writer, 

only  one  day  intervened,  which  was  neces- 
sarily spent  by  Adela  in  all  the  hurry 
attendant  upon  a  sudden  removal,  and  an 
unforseen  obligation  to  engage  in  the  dis- 
agreeable labour  of  packing  up.  Judith 
and  Amy  were  her  willing  assistants,  and 
some  hours  before  Julius  drove  to  the  door, 
her  preparations  were  completed,  and  she 
had  full  leisure  to  reflect  upon  the  new 
prospect  openim  I:..- fore  her. 

That  Mrs.  Somerville  should  be  absent 
from  town  at  a  time  when  her  assured 
support  would  have  been,  to  the  uninitiated 
Adt'hi,  of  such  peculiar  importance,  was  a 
matter  of  serious  but  hopeless  regret. 
General  Cleveland,  it  is  true,  she  had 
.formed  an  acquaintance  with  the  preceding 
year  at  Rosedown  Court,  and  had  every 
reason,  from  the  kindness  of  his  conduct 
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towards  her  on  that  occasion,  to  expect 
from  him,  in  his  own  house,  the  utmost 
attention  and  indulgence.  But  to  her  aunt 
she  was  a  total  stranger ;  and  the  sarcastic 
observations  which,  from  time  to  time,  she 
had  heard  Julius  utter  respecting  her,  had 
by  no  means  inclined  her  to  place  any 
dependance  upon  her  cordiality  or  regard. 
Barbara  Cleveland,  their  eldest  daughter, 
she  had  never  seen  since  the  summer  they 
had  resided  together  some  weeks  in  North- 
umberland. Adela,  however,  felt  tolerably 
assured,  that  such  as  Barbara  then  was, 
such  she  would  unalterably  rpmain  to  her 
life's  end  ; — a  little  consequential  pretender 
to  information,  who,  at  fifty,  would  scarcely 
be  more  decisive  in  her  opinions,  or  less 
attractive  in  her  person,  than  at  fifteen, 
Of  the  two  remaining  sisters,  she  only  knew 
by  report,  that  one  was  in  her  own  family 
considered  as  a  beauty ;  and  that  the  other 
was  kept  back  as  still  a  child.  Talbot 
Cleveland,  their  brother,  she  was  well  con- 
vinced, would  be  her  steady  friend  ;  and, 
indeed,  towards  him  she  always  mentally 
turned  with  expectations  of  meeting  more 
invariable  kindness  than  from  any  one  else 
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in  the  family.  At  all  events,  Adela,  who 
constantly  endeavoured,  where  a  change  of 
circumstances  might  be  considered\in  two 
points  of  view,  to  fix  her  eye  on  its  brightest 
side,  cheered  her  doubting  spirit  with  the 
reflection,  that  though  perhaps  unpleasant, 
her  abode  at  General  Cleveland's  need  not 
be  long;  since  Mrs.  Somerville  had  engaged, 
the  moment  she  reached  town,  to  claim 
her  as  her  promised  guest  for  the  remainder 
of  the  season. 

The  expected  approach  of  Julius,  whose 
rapid  progress,  in  so  still  a  place  was  heard 

from    afar,    and    pToV«.lx«4    -C.-T-..J     ^~.     I..    «.! 

neighbourhood  to  rush  forth  and  pursue  his 
chaise  with  clamorous  barkings,  first  put  an 
end  to  the  ruminations  of  his  sister,  and 
sent  her  aifectionately  to  the  garden  gate  to 
meet  and  welcome  him.  He  kissed  her 
with  his  usual  appearance  of  careless  kind- 
ness ;  told  her  that  he  was  as  hungry  as  a 
hunter,  and  whistling  to  a  large  terrier,  his 
travelling  companion,  begged  leave  to  in- 
troduce him  to  her,  by  the  inviting  name  of 
Wasp. 

**  I  assure  yon,"  added  he,  "  Wasp  is  a 
verv   fine   fellow,   and    the    best    hand    at 
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hunting  down  a  sleek  tabby  cat  that  ever  I 
met  with.  Come,  pat  him,  Adela ;  he 
wont  hurt  you  I  What's  the  girl  afraid  of  ? 
He'll  not  take  you  for  a  tabby  these  dozen 
years  !" 

"  And  luckily,"  said  Adela,  "  if  he 
really  is  such  an  enemy  to  the  harmless  race 
of  cats,  there  are  none  here  he  can  exercise 
his  ingenuity  in  tormenting." 

"  Ah  my,  poor  Adela,  this  tenderness 
for  the  cat  tribe  is  prodigiously  ominous  ! 
It  is  high  time  you  should  get  to  London, 
or  we  should  have  you  rusticating  into  as 
complete  a  starched,  prim  spinster,  as  ever 
sat  by  the  fire,  rivaling  the  mouser  at  her 
elbow,  and  blinking,  purring,  and  dozing 
through  a  life  of  solitary  insignificance." 

Having  now  reached  the  end  of  the 
gravel  walk  leading  towards  the  house, 
Julius  suddenly  stopped,  and  said — 

"  How  must  I  accost  Dr.  Sangrado  ? 
If  I  look  very  solemn  and  formal,  he'll 
perhaps,  insist  upon  treating  me  like  a  man 
afflicted  with  hypochondria  ;  if  I  am  too 
frisky,  he'll  swear  I'm  mad  !  How  shall  I 
steer  safely  between  these  two  perils  ?" 

"  Why,  if  he  affirms  insanity  to  be  your 
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ca-e,  I  will  assure  him,  that  you  have  gone 
about  the  world  so  long  with  the  same 
symptoms,  yet  never,  to  my  knowledge, 
done  much  mischief,  that  you  may  as  well 
be  trusted  a  little  longer." 

Notwithstanding  the  cavalier  tone  in 
which  Julius,  he  scarcely  knew  why, 
had  always  delighted  to  speak  of  Dri, 
Hampden,  the  manner  in  which  he 
addressed  him,  when,  at  length,  introduced, 
was  divested  of  all  presumption,  and  un- 
affectedly respectful.  Adela,  on  beholding 
him  appear  to  such  advantage,  felf  proud 
of  bearing  to  htm  so  near  an  affinity.  She 
looked  at  him,  now  the  light  enabled  her  to 
distinguish  the  improvement  in  his  height, 
and  figure  since  their  last  meeting,  with 
pleased  surprise.  On  his  countenance  and 
whole  person  was  visibly  impressed  the 
character  of  a  gentleman- — the  grace  and 
ease  of  one  early  accustomed  to  fbe  best 
society.  His  features,  strongly  resembling 
her  own,  but  more  marked,  were  handsome 
without  effeminacy,  and  regular  -without 
being  formal.  Nothing  could  be  more  de- 
lightful than  the  expression  of  his  eyes, 
when  lighted  up  with  gaiety  and  good- 
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humour ;  but  he  could,  and,  too  often, 
did  allow  them  to  assume  an  air  of  haughti- 
ness and  defiance,  which,  added  to  their 
natural  brilliancy,  rendered  them  almost 
too  fierce  to  look  at.  Adela  had  never, 
since  his  childhood,  seen  him  delivered  up 
to  any  uncontrollable  bursts  of  passion  : 
but  she  knew  he  was  irritable  ;  and  from 
motives  of  affection  as  well  as  of  prudence, 
carefully  avoided  the  slightest  risk  of 
awakening  the  '  slumbering  dragon.* 

The  evening  passed  in  lively  and  social 
conversation  ;  the  Hampdens  were  infinitely 
pleased  with  their  new  guest ;  Julius  ap- 
peared well  satisfied  with  his  own  powers 
of  recommending  himself  to  favour,  and  all 
parties  expressed  regret  whe,n  the  hour  for 
retiring  arrived. 

After  an  early  breakfast,  the  following 
morning,  the  youthful  travellers  sat  forward 
on  thgir  journey,  accompanied  by  the 
kindest  good-wishes  of  those  they  quitted, 
and  whom  they  were  so  wholly  uncertain 
when  they  might  see  again. 

As  Amy  occupied  a  seat  in  their  chaise, 
they  both  abstained  from  talking  of  family 
affairs  whilst  on  the  road  :  but  at  the  inn 
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where  they  stopped  to  dine,  Julias  was  very 
inquisitive  on  the  subject  of  Adela's  recent 
visit  to  their  mother.  She  spok  i  it  in 
as  favourable  terms  as  truth  won'  ,  permit ; 
avoiding  all  details,  and  softening  whatever 
she  could  not  wholly  supv;--ss.  Yet  her 
account,  modified  and  c;u  urns  as  it  was, 
gave  him  great  displt  He  execrated 

Mrs.  Cameron,  calling  her  a  crafty  parasite; 
vowed  that  Adela  should  never  enter  Pine 
Lodge  again  whilst  that  woman's  presence 
was  tolerated  within  its  walls  ;  and,  in 
short,  talked  himself  into  such  a  passion, 
that  it  became  difficult,  either  by  persuasion 
or  argument,  to  induce  him  to  change  the 
subject.  But  Adela  had  her  interrogatious 
to  make  as  well  as  Julius  ;  and  was  much 
more  eager  to  hear  some  particulars  of  the 
household  to  which  she  was  repairing,  than 
to  listen  longer  to  his  useless  ravings 
against  that  from  which  she  wa^lately 
returned. 

Jn  answer  to  the  questions  she  add  re  - 
to  him  respecting  their  aunt — 

"   Pooh,     nonsense  !"    ejaculated    he, 

'  Why  do  you  plague  yourself  or  me  with 

enquiries  about  that  woman  ?     Hav'n't  you 
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found  out  by  this  time,  from  all  you  have 
heard  nt  Rose  down,  that  she  is  not  the  sort 
of  person    you'll   ever  like  ?     But  what  is 
that  to  the  purpose  ?  you  will  he  my  uncle's 
guest  more  than  her's.     She  will  hardly  he 
grossly  uncivil  to  you  ;  she  will  be  obliged 
to  take    you  about  to  fashionable    houses  ; 
she  will  make  yon  a  very  creditable  chape- 
ron ;  and  what  else  have  you  to  care  for  ? 
You  must  not  expect,  wherever  you  go,  to 
meet  with  people  you  can  make  sentimental 
friends  of! — As   for  her  two  girls,   one   of 
them,    the    amiable   Barbara,    you    already 
know ;  the  other,  set  off  by  such  a  foil,  im- 
passably good-looking  :  but,  like  the  owl's 
children  in  the  fable,  all  my  aunt's  progeny 
are  considered  as  paragons,  either  mental 
or  personal ;  all,  indeed,  except  the  third 
daughter,  poor  little  Christina,  the  best  of 
the  whole  female  race.     Talbot  I  shall  say 
nothing  about ;  you  cannot  fail  to  remember 
him. — But,   by  the  way,   I   must  give  you 
one  caution  relating  to  him.     Do  not  en- 
courage him  to  be  too  attentive  to  you  :  the 
old  lady  will  hate  you  in  complete  earnest, 
if  she  sees  any  thing  of  that  sort  ;  and  even 
the  assiduities  of  a  pleasant  young  man  will 
VOL.  n.  c 
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hardly  compensate  the  discomfort  of  beiug 
constantly  eyed  with  malignity  by  the 
mother  with  whom  he  resides." 

"  I  am  no  coquette,  my  dear  Julius,  be 
assured,  and  have  not  the  smallest  desire  to 
engross  an  undue  share  of  Talbot's  atten- 
tion ;  but  I  should  feel  sorry  to  be  com- 
pelled to  treat  him  with  disobliging  and 
unfriendly  reserve." 

"  Well,  manage  as  well  as  you  can  :  but 
depend  upon  it,  that  if  you  turn  his  head, 
the  old  lady  will  turn  you  into  stone  by  the 
potency  of  her  own  gorgon  looks.     She  has 
set  her  heart  upon   marrying  him  to  some 
dowdy  of  quality  :  whether  the  precise  in- 
dividual is  yet  singled  out,  or  remains  to  be 
pitched  upon,  I  neither  know,  nor,  to  say 
the  truth,  do  I   much  care  :  but  I  am  well 
assured   that   this   is   her   darling   project  ; 
and  I  have  seen  upon  more  occasions  than 
one,  when  Talbot  has  been  holding  forth  in 
your  praise,  that  the  lofty  severity  of  her 
accustomed    aspect    has    assumed    tenfold 
greater  majesty,  and  the  sublime  terrors  of 
her  brow  have  heightened  into  tenfold  more 
portentous  awe." 

On  their  arrival  at  Bath,  which,  under 
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any  other  circumstances,  Adela  would  have 
hecn  so  alive  to  the  pleasure  of  beholding 
for  the  first  time,  the  painful  reflection,  that 
though  actually  in  the  very  city  which 
contained  her  father,  she  was  denied  ad- 
mission to  him,  filled  her  mind  with  sad- 
ness. She  looked  anxiously  from  side  to 
side  of  the  streets  through  which  they 
drove,  supplicating  Julius,  if  they  passed 
the  house  their  father  occupied,  to  point  it 
out  to  her.  At  the  moment  she  made  this 
request,  they  were  proceeding  through 
Milsom  Street,  and  at  the  open  door  of  one 
of  its  handsomest  dwellings,  stood  a  servant 
out  of  livery,  whom,  when  her  brother 
perceived,  he  said — 

"  That's  my  father's  valet,  and  that  is 
the  mansion  that  has  the  honour  to  contain 
my  father  himself." 

"  Oh,  speak  to  the  man,  dear  Julius  ! 
Ask  him  how  my  father  has  been  during 
your  absence  ; — I  should  so  like  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  face  of  any  one  who 
lives  in  that  house  !" 

"  You  are  a  goose  for  your  pains,  my 
good  little  sister,  for  this  fellow's  is  the 
c  2 
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ugliest  face  you  ever  beheld  ! — But  here 
he  comes,  post  haste,  to  speak  to  me" 

Then,  letting  down  the  side  glass — 
"  Well,  Mr.  Gerard,"  added  Julius,  "  what's 
the  news  with  you  ?  How  are  you  going 
on  here  r" 

"  Charmingly,  sir  ;  my  master  has  been 
out  to-day,  taking  a  little  airing  ;  and  bore 
it  vastly  well. — But,  sir,  I  have  a  message 
to  you  from  your  uncle  ;  he  was  obliged 
this  morning,  suddenly  to  set  off  for  Lon- 
don." 

"  The  d — 1  he  Avas  !"  impatiently  inter- 
rupted Julius,  "  and  what  was  the  mighty- 
obligation  that  compelled  him  to  use  such 
extraordinary  speed  ?" 

"  I  really  don't  know,  sir  ;  but  he  left 
word  with  rne,  that  his  lodging  was  not 
discharged,  and  that  Miss  Cleveland  would 
find  herself  perfectly  well  accommodated  in 
it,  till  you  were  at  leisure  to  conduct  her 
safely  to  town." 

"  Humph  !  A  very  easy  way  of  arrang- 
ing the  business  !  Upon  my  honour,"  con- 
tinued Julius,  drawing  his  head  back  into 
the  chaise  ;  "  these  are  tricks,  which,  in 
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the  father  of  a  family,  are  rather  too  young ! 
I  don't  half  like  carrying  you,  Adela,  to 
inhabit  a  lodging  by  yourself.  My  uncle 
ought  to  have  known  better  than  to  have 
exposed  you  to  so  disagreeable  a  necessity. 
I  wish  I  could  take  you  in  there ;"  looking 
towards  his  father's  house,  "  but  that  1  must 
not  do  :  therefore,  let  us  make  the  best  of 
an  unavoidable  evil,  and  drive  quietly  to 
these  foresaid  delectable  lodgings.  They 
are  only  at  the  end  of  the  street ;  and  as 
soon  as  I  have  seen  my  father,  after  setting 
you  down,  I'll  come  back  and  spend  the 
evening  with  you.'* 

Aflelfl.     Sllpntltr       Ivnf     frvafofi-illir     fVianlr^rl 

her  brother,  by  a  cord i id  pressure  of  the 
hand  ;  and  on  his  making  a  signal  to  the 
postillion,  they  once  more  proceeded. 

Her   reception    by  the   mistress   of  the 
1  * 

house,  where  she  was  now  to  take  up  her 
temporary  abode,  was  sufficiently  respectful; 
and  Julius  having  seen  her  safely  estab- 
lished in  his  uncle's  late  drawing-room,  and 
recommended  to  her,  as  there  were  other 
tenants  in  the  house,  to  be  as  seldom  visible 
upon  the  stairs  as  possible,  consigned  her 
C3 
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to  the  care  of  Amy,  and  ran  off  to  pay  a 
visit  to  his  father. 

In  less  than  half  an  hour,  he  made  his 
re-appearance — 

"  Well,  Adela,"  cried  he,  entering  with 
a  look  that  proclaimed  good  tidings  ;  "  I  - 
have  succeeded  in  effecting  a  change  in  our 
domestic  counsels  which  1  think  you  will 
approve.  My  father  consents  to  your  taking 
possession  of  the  room  I  lately  inhabited  in 
his  house ;  and  as  he  and  his  people  occupy 
all  the  others  that  are  fit  for  immediate  use, 
I  shall  remove  hither,  and  avail  myself  of 
the  '  perfect  accommodations*  my  uncle 

thought  proper  to  recommend  so  warmly  to 
your  iiivour. 

"  Dearest  Julius,"  cried  Adela,  fluttered 
and  changing  colour;  "  shall  I  see  my 
father  ?" 

"  Not  to-night,  certainly  :  hut  you  will 
he  in  a  place  of  security  and  credit.  Come, 
take  hold  of  my  arm,  and  let  us  set  off  di- 
rectly. Amy  may  follow  us,  and  I  will  send 
somehody  to  fetch  your  baggage." 

On  reaching  the  house  of  Mr.  Clc 
land,  every  face  which  Adela  beheld  in  her 


TRAITS  OF  NATURE.  31 

way  to  the  apartment  now  destined  to  receive 
her,  wore  an  air  of  respectful  congratulation 
that  indicated  the  pleasure  with  which  they, 
at  length,  welcomed  the  daughter  of  their 
master  to  her  proper  home. 

"  Here,"  said  Julius,  throwing  open  the 
door  of  a  spacious  bed-chamber,  "  is  your 
allotted  resting-place.  I  arn  sorry  to  tell 
you,  it  is  the  only  part  of  the  house  to 
which  I  am  permitted  to  introduce  you. 
But  never  mind ;  you  shall  not  live  in  such 
vile  durance,  longer  than  I  can  help.  To- 
morrow, or  the  next  day,  at  furthest,  I  will 
set  out  with  you  for  London.  Meanwhile, 
in  the  adjoining  dressing-closet,  you  will 
find  two  or  three  shelves  with  books  ;  yon 
shall  have  an  excellent  supper  to-night,  of 
which  I  invite  myself  to  partake  ;  and  if  1 
am  unable  to  travel  with  you  to  town  as 
soon  as  I  mentioned,  I  will,  at  least,  escort 
you  about  the  city  of  Bath  in  the  morning, 
and  shew  you  all  that  is  most  worth  seeing 

«  o 

of  a  place  which  you  must  certainly  feel 
some  curiosity  to  become  better  acquainted 
with." 

"   A    million    of.  thanks    my    dearest 
Julius,"  cried  Adela,  cc  for  all  these  truly 
C  4 


TRAITS  OF  NATrilli. 

brotherly  and  kind  attentions  !  What 
should  I  have  done  hut  for  your  support  ? 
But  if  you  think  that  my  father  requires 
your  presence,  leave  me  now  ;  and  be  as- 
sured, you  leave  me  perfectly  reconciled  to 
this  seclusion.  I  have  no  wish  to  force 
myself  into  my  father's  sight  ;  yet  tell  him, 
if  it  is  not  improper  again  to  mention  my 
name  to  him,  how  deeply  sensible  I  am  of 
iiis  goodness  in  permitting  me  to  remove 
hither  from  those  solitary  lodgings." 

11  By  the  time  I  get  down  to  him,"  said 
Julius,  "  he  will  be  preparing  to  go  to  bed  ; 

[  shall  have  no  opportunity  of  repeating 
these  fine  things,  and  shall  only  stay  to  bid 
him  good  night.  In  the  morning,  perhaps, 
I  mi.y  be  better  able  to  make  speeches  for 
yon  ;  and  if  a  fair  occat»ion  offers  itself,  I 
will  endeavour  to  be  as  eloquent,  as  if  you 
stood  by  to  suggest  to  me,  in  a  whimper,  all 
I  'should  say." 
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CHAP.  III. 


ACCOMMODATION  S. 

IN  profound  seclusion,  except  during  the 
hours  when  Julius,  according  to  his  pro- 
mise, accompanied  her  in  rambles  through 
the  town  and  its  environs,  Adela  spent  two 
entire  days  at  her  father's.  On  the  morning 
of  the  third,  Julius  informed  her,  whilst 
she  was  at  breakfast,  that  a  chaise  would  be 
at  the  door  in  less  than  an  hour,  in  which 
he  intended,  without  further  delay,  to  set 
out  with  her  for  London. 

"  And,  must  I,  then,"  said  she,  mourn- 
fully, "  inevitably  depart  without  beholding 
my  father  ?" 

"  Even  so,  my  poor  Adela :  but  now 
pray  do  not  vex  yourself  unreasonably  about 
it.  He  has  got  some  confounded  notion,? 
that  you  are  extremely  like  Lady  Rosalvan;' 
and  he  takes  it  into  his  head,  that  the  sighfc 
c  5 
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of  you  -would  shatter  his  nerves,  and  per- 
haps occasion  a  relapse  !  Gerard,  however, 
has  ventured  to  assure  him,  that  you  hear 
much  more  resemblance  to  the  paternal 
side  of  your  family  than  to  the  maternal. 
But  I  will  let  you  into  a  secret. — This 
deuced  fit  of  the  gout  has  pulled  him  down 
abominably  ;  and,  besides,  he  is  still  obliged 
to  keep  one  foot  wrapped  up  in  flannels,  and 
to  submit,  whenever  he  attempts  to  walk, 
to  the  ceremony  of  using  a  crutch.  Now, 
you  are  to  know,  that  these  are  little  humi- 
liations, which  it  would  extremely  discon- 
cert him  to  expose  to  your  observation, 
My  father  has  been  one  of  the  handsomest 
men  of  his  day,  and  he  can  by  no  means 
reconcile  himself  to  the  idea  of  being  seen, 
for  the  first  time,  by  a  fine  blooming  girl, 
though  that  girl  is  his  daughter,  in  the 
character  of  a  poor  broken-down  invalid. 
You  shake  your  head,  and  look  incredulous! 
Why,  you  don't  suppose,  my  dear  child,  that 
all  personal  vanity  is  confined  to  your  own 
sex  ?  A  man  accustomed  to  admiration,  is 
as  unwilling  to  forego  its  refreshing  incense 
as  a  first-rate  female  beauty.  My  father 
and  uncle  are  both  notable  instances  of  the 
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truth  of  this  assertion.  They  are  bucks  and 
beaux  of  a  generation  now  beginning  to 
•wax  a  little  ancient ;  and  have,  undeniably, 
somewhat  outlived  their  claims  to  high 
distinction  on  the  score  of  exterior  at- 
tractions :  but  the  crows-feet  of  encroach- 
ing age  are  obstinately  winked  at  by  them- 
selves ;  and,  to  others,  they  trust,  remain 
wholly  imperceptible.  However,  being  a 
little  suspicions,  that  the  inroads  of  these 
spoilers,  may,  at  nearly  fifty,  require  some 
coaxing  to  escape  detection,  they  syste- 
matically exclude  from  their  presence  all 
observers,  whenever  illness  forces  them  to 
omit  any  of  the  customary  duties  of  the 
toilet." 

Adela,  who  well  knew,  that  in  what 
Julius  had  been  stating  respecting  the 
General,  there  was  very  little  exaggeration, 
felt  somewhat  apprehensive  that  there  might 
be  but  too  much  foundation  for  ascribing 
the  same  weakness  to  her  father.  She 
abstained,  therefore,  from  making  any  com- 
ment upon  what  she  had  heard;  enter- 
taining no  sort  of  inclination  to  listen  to  a 
detail  of  circumstances  in  support  of  such 
assertions.  Indeed,  she  could  not  But  se- 
c6 
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cretly  wonder,  that  a  son,  professing  to  he- 
upon  good  terms  with  his  father,  could' 
endure,  so  unnecessarily,  to  proclaim  that 
father's  infirmities.  A  longer  intimacy  with 
Julias,  and  a  fuller  acquaintance  with  his 
character,  gradually  removed  from  her  all 
temptation  to  persevere  in  wondering  at 
these  instances  of  levity  and  indiscretion. 
She  found  him,  in  essential  points,  disposed 
to  perform  his  duty,  and  capable  of  well- 
principled  and  honourable  conduct ;  but,  in 
delicacy  or  forbearance,  in  matters  relating 
to  the  prejudices  or  sensibility  of  others, 
he  was  utterly  deficient  :  and  not  only 
towards  indifferent  persons  was  he  thus 
callous,  but,  from  the  evil  habits  fostered 
by  an  erroneous  mode  of  education,  an 
equal  degree  of  hardness  of  heart  extended 
itself  towards  his  most  intimate  friends,  his 
nearest  connections,  and  even  the  parent 
whose  mistaken  indulgence  had  accustomed 
him  to  respect  no  other  feelings  than  his 
own. 

The  journey  from  Bath  to  London,  was 
performed  with  all  the  celerity  that  usually 
attends  the  journeys  of  the  wealthy  and  the 
idjle,  who,  from  mere  dearth  of  real  business, 
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find  amusement  in  making;  a  business  of  a 
pleasure,  and  fancy  themselves  hurried  be- 
cause they  are  impatient,  and  entitled  to  the 
promptest  obedience  at  every  inn,  because 
an  air  of  leisure  and  tranquillity  would  de- 
duct from  their  consequence. 

When  they  arrived  at  General  Cleveland's 
door,  the  evening  was  already  far  advanced; 
yet  Julius,  well  acquainted  with  the  late 
hours  to  which  his  uncle's  family  was  accus- 
tomed, assured  Adela,  that  she  would  be  in 
excellent  time  for  Mrs.  Cleveland's  dinner. 
Then,  shaking  hands  with  her,  as  she  de- 
scended from  the  carriage,  he  said  he  should 
not  alight  himself,  as  he  was  in  haste  to  get 
to  his  father's  house,  and  change  his  dress. 

"  And  besides,"  added  he,  "  I  feel  half 
inclined  to  quarrel  with  our  frisky  uncle 
for  decamping  so  cavalierly  from  Bath ; 
and,  very  possibly,  were  AVC  now  to  meet, 
might  not  have  the  resolution  to  resist  giving 
way  to  the  unseemly  propensity.  So,  go  in 
by  yourself.  I  will  call  upon  you  in  the 
morning,  and  shall  expect  to  hear  a  parti- 
cular account  of  your  reception.  Mean-? 
while,  good  night ;  take  care  of  yourself, 
ami  he  .store  >  you  don't  behave  like  a  little 
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sneak,  and  suffer  yourself  to  be  brow-beaten 
by  any  of  the  old  lady's  insolent  airs  of 
mock-dignity!" 

Her  baggage  being  by  this  time  removed 
from  tbe  chaise,  and  Adela  admitted  into 
the  house,  he  drove  rapidly  away. 

Left,  now,  surrounded  by  strange  ser- 
vants, in  a  spacious  hall,  unknowing  which 
way  to  proceed,  she  addressed  the  most  re- 
spectable in  appearance  amongst  the  group, 
and  desired  to  be  conducted  to  her  uncle. 

"  The  General  is  not  at  home,  ma'am," 
answered  the  man. 

A  young  voice  was  at  that  moment  heard 
from  the  head  of  the  drawing-room*  stairs, 
enquiring  in  an  eager  sort  of  loud  whisper. 

"  Is  that  Miss  Cleveland  ?" 

Adela  raised  her  eyes,  and  beheld,    lean- 
ing over  the  banisters,  a  girl  of  about  four- 
teen or  fifteen  years  of  age,  very  brown,  and 
not  extremely  unlike  a  little  old  fairy;  but 
whose  eyes  were  full  of  vivacity  and  intclli- 
v,  and,  who,  the  instant  her  question 
answered   in    the    affirmative,    skipped 
nimbly  down  the  stairs,  saying — 

"  Come  up  into  the  drawing-room,  Miss 
Cleveland  ;  there's  nobody  there,  for  mamma 
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and  my  sisters  are  out ;  but  I  have  had  a 
foreboding  all  day,  that  you  would  be  here 
in  the  evening.  Do  come  up,  and  one  of 
the  men  will  shew  your  maid  into  the  house- 
keeper's room." 

Adela,  concluding  this  cordial  little  per-, 
sonage  was  her  uncle's  third  daughter,  Chris- 
tina Cleveland,  very  readily  consented  to 
follow  her :  but,  as  they  ascended  the  stairs, 
she  was  startled  by  a  loud  chorus  of  laughter 
proceeding  from  a  room  which,  by  its  situa- 
tion, she  conjectured  to  be  the  dining  par- 
lour. 

"  Js  there  company  in  the  house?"  en- 
quired she. 

"  Yes  ;  a  party  of  gentlemen  dined  here : 
but  papa  left  them  to  the  care  of  my  brother 
Talbot  about  an  hour  ago,  and  went  to  give 
all  the  support  he  could  to  a  new  play, 
written  by  somebody  he  knows,  and  per- 
formed to-night  for  the  first  time." 

Whilst  the  little  girl  was  'still  speaking, 
she  and  Adela  reached  the  drawing-room, 
which, to  the  latter's  great  comfort,  the  even- 
ing being  chill  and  damp,  was  cheered  by  an 
excellent  fire. 
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"  Will  you  have  any  tea  or  coffee  ?"  de- 
manded her  hospitable  little  friend — "  Yon 
look  fatigued,  and  I  am  sure  it  would  do 
yon  good." 

Adela,  finding  that  the  day  was  further 
advanced  than  her  brother  had  suspected, 
and  hopeless  of  obtaining  more  substantial 
refreshment,  gladly  accepted  the  considerate 
proposal  of  her  youthful  entertainer  ;  who, 
after  ringing  the  bell,  turned  hastily  round, 
and  said — 

"  Do  you  know,  Miss  Cleveland,  that 
your  carriage,  when  I  heard  it  stop,  put  me 
into  a  terrible  fright  ? — Who  do  you  ima- 
gine I  took  you  for  :" 

"  For  something  more  tremendons  than 
you  now,  I  hope,  are  disposed  to  think  me,'' 
answered  Adela,  much  amused  by  the  origi- 
nality of  her  look  and  manner. 

"  Oh,  a  great  deal  more  so,  I  assure  yon ! 
For  I  suspected  you  to  be  a  new  tormentor 
in  the  shape  of  a  tall,  raw-boned  French 
woman,  who  is  engaged  as  my  goverm 
and  has  been  expected  from  the  country 
these  three  days.  Had  it  been  her,  I  should 
have  ruu  off  to  bed  ;  indeed,  I  ought  by  this 
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time  to  have  been  snugly  tucked  up  for  the 
night;  hut  mamma's  maid,  who  generally 
undresses  me,  went  out  the  instant  her  mis- 
tress's carriage  drove  from  the  door ;  and 
for  any  of  the  Bettys  and  Mollys  who  re- 
main, I  don't  care  a  pin  :  they  have  no  an*- 
thority  to  make  me  do  what  I  don't  like." 

The  appearance  of  a  footman,  hringhig 
in  a  solitary  cup  of  cold,  hut  immensely 
strong  tea,  interrupted  Christina's  loquacity. 
Adela  surveyed  her  black  potion  with  some 
dismay  :  but  hoping  to  render  it  more  palat- 
able than  it  looked  by  the  insertion  of  an 
unusual  quantity  of  cream  and  sugar,  she 
placed  it  upon  a  table  near  her,  and  begged 
the  man  not  to  wait. 

As  soon  as  he  was  gone — 

"  To-morrow,  said  Christina,"  if  that 
odious  Mademoiselle  Durocher  is  not  come, 
I  will  bring  into  your  room,  the  moment  1 
fun  dressed,  my  youngest  sister,  dear  little 
Laura.  She  is  only  three  years  old,  and  the 
loveliest  child  you  ever  beheld.  I  declare, 
1- think  she  is  a  good  deal  like  you,  only  she 
has  different  coloured  eyes.  I  wish  you  could 
have  seen  her  to-night,  for  I  am  sure  yorc 
will  doat  upon  her." 
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"  And  upon  you,  too !"  said  Adela,  kindly 
taking  her  hand — "You  arc  a  warm -hearted, 
and  dear  little  girl  !" 

"  How  very  good  of  you  to  say  so  !  I  as- 
sure you  I  am  no  favourite  with  any  body  in 
the  house,  except  with  Laura  and  papa." 

"  I  can  hardly  pity  you  if  you  are  secure 
of  the  affection  of  your  father  !"  said  Adela, 
mentally  reverting  to  her  own  case. 

"  Oh,  yes  ;  papa  is  very  good-natured  to 
me,  and  when  I  can  make  him  laugh,  will 
do  any  thing  in  the  world  I  ask.  Mamma, 
however,  says  my  jokes  are  plebean  :  yet, 
she  allows,  sometimes,  that  they  are  jokes, 
and  smiles  a  little  whether  she  will  or  no. 
My  eldest  sister,  Barbara,  is  too  anxious  to 
be  thought  a  wit  herself,  to  relish  any  body's 
bon-mots  but  her  own  ;  and  for  a  very  good 
reason,  as  I  once  heard  cousin  Julius  say. 
She  is,  you  know,  like  myself,  as  sallow  as 
a  gipsy,  and  not  much  higher  than  a  walk- 
ing-stick ;  but  being  determined  to  acquire 
some  celebrity,  she  sets  up  for  a  miracle  of 
accomplishments  and  science,  and  hates  ail 
rivals  in  knowledge,  worse  even  th 
hates  a  beauty;  for  she  knows,  that  wit 
beauty  she  cannot  possibly  enter  into  coin 
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petition,  and,  therefore,  affects  to  despise  so 
paltry  an  advantage." 

"  I  am  afraid,  however/'  said  Adela, 
smiling,  "  she  will  soon  have  a  formidable 
rival,  even  at  her  own  weapons,  in  you." 

"  Oh,  no ;  before  I  am  old  enough  to  be 
presented,  (for  mamma  says,  I  shall  not  go 
out  with  her  till  I  am  twenty,  unless  either 
of  my  sisters  marry)  she  will  be  established 
in  some  other  family,  or  settled  into  a  con- 
firmed old  maid,  and  all  her  pretensions  will 
be  over.  But,  mercy  upon  me !  Don't  I 
hear  another  carriage  at  the  door  ?  Oh,  it 
must  be  my  gaunt  enemy,  this  time !  It 
sounds  exactly  like  a  hackney  coach  :  and, 
I  suppose,  has  conveyed  her  terrific  person 
lather  from  the  inn  at  which  she  disem- 
barked !  Well,  good  night,  dear  Miss  Cleve- 
land ;  I  am  oft'!  They  won't  bring  her  in 
here,  if  I  decamp— Good  night.  Papa  will 
be  at  home  by  eleven  o'clock ;  but  if  you 
are  tired,  go  to  bed." 

She  then  scampered  away,  leaving  Adela 
half  in  doubt,  whether  most  to  love  her 
frankness  and  good-humour,  or  to  wonder 
at  her  ceaseless  prattle  and  unrestrained 
communicativeness. 
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finding  the  potent  beverage   which  had 

been  brought  to  her,  too  nauseous  for  drink- 
in  JT,  she  took  up  a  volume  of  tales  from  a 
nrculating-library,  and  began  reading  ;  at 
times,  however,  disturbed  by  the  peals  of 
laughter  issuing  from  the  eating-room,  and 
somewhat  surprised  at  such  loud  revelry  in 
a  private  house. 

In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  Christina 
once  more  put  her  comic  little  face  in  at  the 
door,  and  leaving  it  half  open  as  she  ad- 
vanced, said — 

'  I  have  had  a  peep  at  the  disguised  gre- 
nadier, as  they  shewed  her  to  her  room  ! 
She  is  taller  than  ever,  and.  ivltl.  tl.»  ,Tro,*Cri.«. 
of  a  single  finger,  were  she  to  apply  it,  might 
crush  my  whole  diminutive  body!  Lord 
bless  me,  what  shall  I  do  with  her?  If  Je- 
mima had  not  got  out  of  a  governess's  hands, 
sbe  would  have  wheedled  mamma  into  part- 
ing with  her,  as  she  bus  formerly  done  with 
so  many  others  :  but  I  have  not  the  smallest 
chance  of  procuring  her  dismission  without 
an  assistant." 

"  Then,  my  dear  little  cousin,"  said  Adela, 
"  would  it  not  be  good  policy  to  restrain  this 
violence  of  antipathy  till  you  know  whether 
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she  deserves  it  ?  A  gaunt  look,  is  not  always 
a  proof  of  a  ruthless  disposition ;  and  this 
poor  lady,  notwithstanding  her  patagonian 
Stature,  may  be  found,  upon  acquaintance, 
very  gentle  and  civilized." 

"  Such  a  miracle  is  just  possible,  I  allow  ; 
but,  in  return,  you  must  also  allow,  that  it 
is  not  possible  a  dwarf  should  live  with  a 
giant  without  being  overawed  !  She  may  for- 
bear, perhaps,  to  shake  me  to  a  jelly  every 
time  I  affront  her  :  but  I  shall  know  she  has 
the  power — and  hate  her  accordingly  !'*,• 

At  that  moment,  the  din  ing-parlour  door 
was  hastily  opened,  and,  the  next,  a  gentle- 
man's voice  reached  Adela's  ear  from  the 
hall,  saying  to  one  of  his  companions. 

"  In  the  D — 1's  name,  Talbot,  whose 
great  trunk  is  this,  against  which  I  have  al- 
most broken  my  leg  ?" 

"  I  know  nothing  of  the  matter.  But  the 
direction  will  tell.  Read  it,  Sir  Patrick." 

"  For  Mademoiselle  Durocher,  at  General 
Cleveland's,  Berkeley-Square.  And  who  is 
Mademoiselle  Durocher  ?" 

"  A  French  governess,  I  believe,  newly 
imported  for  my  sister  Christina." 
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"  Confound  her  huge  trunk !  What  the 
deuce  business  has  a  French  governess  with 
so  enormous  a  receptacle  for  her  rouge  and 
her  fly-caps  ?" 

Other  voices  were  now  heard  in  tumultu- 
ous parley,  as  if  the  whole  party  was  break- 
ing up,  and  presently,  Adela  distinguished 
the  nasal  tone  of  him  she  had  heard  ad- 
dressed as  Sir  Patrick,  saying — 

"  Stop  for  me  one  moment,  whilst  I  go 
up  into  the  drawing-room  to  look  for  that 
pamphlet  the  General  wished  me  to  take 
home.  I  shall  find  it  quicker  than  I  can 
direct  a  servant  where  to  seek  it." 

And  with  a  deliberate  step,  that  an- 
nounced none  of  the  flightiness  of  youth,  he 
began  ascending  the  stairs. 

Adela  looked  around  for  some  means  of 
absconding,  and  was  hastening  towards  a 
folding-door  that  k>d  into  the  adjoining 
room,  when  Christina,  darting  forward, 
turned  the  key  in  the  lock,  drew  it  out,  and 
laughingly  said — 

"  Oh,  yon  shall  not  escape  so  easily,  I 
promise  you!  Why,  it's  only  mamma's  old 
cousin,  Sir  Patrick  Harley.  He's  a  great 
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admirer  of  the  ladies,  and  as  rich  as  a  Jew. 
Try  and  make  a  conquest  of  him." 

Adela  had  no  time  to  remonstrate  ;  for 
before  this  speech  was  quite  ended,  the 
portly  Baronet  who  was  its  subject,  breath- 
ing short,  from  the  effort  of  mounting  the 
stairs,  abruptly  entered. 

If  the  sight  of  his  youthful  cousin,  still 
up  at  so  unusual  an  hour,  surprised  him, 
the  appearance  of  an  utter  stranger,  whose 
face  and  figure  were  so  striking,  astonished 
him  yet  more.  He  bowed,  however ;  made 
a  slight  apology  for  his  intrusion,  and  ap- 
proaching one  of  the  pier-tables,  took  from 
it  a  pamphlet,  and  was  moving  back  towards 
the  door.  But  Christina  ran  after  him,  and 
catching  hold  of  his  arm,  said  in  a  low 
voice— 

"  Well,  Sir  Patrick — how  do  you  like 
her  r" 

"  Like  her?"  replied  he,  in  the  same  tone — 
"  Why,  who  is  she  ?" 

"  Dear,  can't  you  guess,  then  ? — She  is 
my  new  governess  !  The  lady  you  have  been 
accusing  of  wearing  rouge,  and  so  ungal- 
lantly  exclaiming  against  because  of  a  little 
bruise  upon  the  shin  !  Don't  you  feel  more 
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forgivingly   disposed    now  you   have    seen 
her  ?" 

"  Indeed  I  do  !— She's  a  most  beautiful 
creature.  But,  my  dear  little  coz,  I  fear 
you  will  soon  plague  her  either  into  a  con- 
sumption, or  into  another  family !" 

"  Oh,  no  ;  I  mean  to  behave  surprisingly 
well  to  her,  for  she  has  quite  won  my  heart. 
Take  care  she  does  not  win  yours,  Sir  Pa- 
trick ;  if  you  look  at  her  with  so  much  at- 
tention, I  shall  begin  to  tremble  for  you!'* 

Here,  a  loud  and  impatient  voice  from  the 
hall,  was  heard  calling  out — 

"  Sir  Patrick,  we  are  off  this  moment,  if 
you  don't  come  down  !" 

Thus  hurried,  the  Baronet  with  some  dis- 
composure, quickened  his  steps,  and  rejoin- 
ing his  companions,  the  whole  party  in  a 
few  minutes  left  the  house. 

"  Did  you  hear,  Miss  Cleveland,  what*  I 
said  about  you  to  poor  Sir  Pat?"  enquired 
Christina,  as  soon  as  he  was  gone. 

"  Not  very  distinctly  :  but  I  suspect  you 
have  led  him  into  some  error." 

"  He  has  departed  under  the  firm  per- 
suasion that  you  are  the  divine  Durochcr  ! 
How  I  should  enjoy,  were  it  practicable,  to 
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put  the  same  imposition  upon  my  brother. 
But  he  will  recollect  you,  of  course,  the 
moment  he  sees  you,  though,  I  believe,  it 
is  four  years  since  he  beheld  you  last.  He 
has  always  spoken  of  you  with  prodigious 
admiration,  and  if  he  had  suspected  you 
were  actually  in  the  house,  nothing  in  the 
world  would  have  induced  him  to  go  out." 

Just  then,  the  door  was  again  suddenly 
ojfrned,  and  a  woman  very  shewily  dressed, 
but  of  a  vulgar  and  insolent  demeanor, 
bounced  into  the  room,  and  totally  regard- 
less of  the  presence  of  Adela,  rudely  seized 
her  young  companion  by  the  arm,  saying : 

"  You  are  the  most  tiresome  and  dis- 
agreeable child  I  ever  knew  in  my  life  ! 
What's  the  reason  you  could  not  let  Nanny 
put  you  to  bed,  hey,  Miss  ?  She  says,  she 
offered  to  do  so  above  an  hour  ago  :  but  so 
you  always  serve  me,  you  do,  you  little 
plague  !  You  force  me  to  stay  at  home 
when  my  mistress  is  out,  or  else,  you 
dawdle  down  here  till  past  midnight;  and 
let  me  come  in  ever  so  tired,  I'm  always  to 
have  the  job  of  driving  you  up  to  your  room, 
and  undressing  you  ! — -But  go  your  ways, 
now,  as  fast  as 'you  can,  and  be  assured,  I'll 
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some  day  or  other  make  you  pay  for  these 
provoking  tricks — I  will  !" 

Amazed  at  the  woman's  shrill  vehe- 
mence, Adela  regarded  her  with  mingled 
indignation  and  disgust ;  whilst  the  fright- 
ened Christina,  her  gay  spirits  quite  subdued, 
uttered  a  faint  "  good  night,"  and  crept 
away,  without  daring  to  pronounce  another 
syllable. 

"  Poor  little  girl !"  ejaculated  Adela, 
when  she  was  gone  ;  "  This  is  the  conse- 
quence of  being,  to  use  her  own  phrase,  '  no 
favourite!'  Ah,  surely,  she  ought  to  think 
it  the  greatest  of  blessings,  to  exchange  the 
low-minded  and  selfish  tyranny  of  a  waiting- 
maid,  for  the  reasonable  sway  of  a  well 
educated  governess." 

It  was  now,  as  Mrs.  Harris,  the  arro- 
gant tirewoman,  had  justly  observed,  near 
midnight,  and  Adela  began  impatiently  to 
wish  for  the  return  of  the  General,  to  escape 
the  awkwardness  of  being  obliged  to  an- 
nounce herself,  should  her  aunt  reach  home 
,  before  him.  The  fire  was  nearly  extin- 
guished ;  no  one  came  near  her  to  take  her 
orders  concerning  supper  ;  and  the  room, 
but  scantily  lighted,  large,  and  very  lofty. 
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looked  gloomy  and  depressing.  Adela, 
from  her  dislike  of  the  careless  and  indolent 
manner  of  the  servants  she  had  hitherto 
seen,  forbore  to  ring  ;  though,  after  travel- 
ling so  many  miles  since  a  slight  and  early 
dinner,  she  was  really  faint  from  want  of 
nourishment.  She  contrasted  the  comforts 
of  the  dear  sociable  home  she  had  quitted, 
with  the  neglected  situation  in  which  she 
was  now  placed  ;  and,  throwing  herself 
upon  a  sofa,  cold,  cheerless,  and  forlorn, 
felt  almost  tempted  to  weep  at  the  dreary 
change. 

A  carriage,  at  length  drove  hastily  up 
to  the  door,  and  a  loud,  authoritative  knock, 
proclaimed  the  return  of  some  of  the  family. 
Adela  started  from  her  recumbent  posture, 
and  endavoured  to  assume  an  air  of  greater 
cheerfulness.  A  quick  step  was  presently 
heard  ascending  the  stairs  ;  and,  the  next 
moment,  her  uncle  entered  the  room. 

"  My  poor  Adela,  my  dear  niece !" 
cried  he,  in  an  accent  of  the  utmost  kind- 
ness :  "  How  I  grieve  that  you  have  spent 
such  a  long,  lonely,  melancholy  evening  ! 
I  know  not  why,  but  I  had  persuaded  my- 
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self  you  would  not  be  here  to-night.  Who 
travelled  with  you,  and  at  what  hour  did 
you  arrive  ?" 

"  My  brother  escorted  me,  and  we 
reached  town,  I  believe,  about  nine  o'clock." 

"  Did  Julius  alight  ?" 

"  No,  sir  ;  he  was  impatient  to  drive  to 
my  father's,  and  change  his  dress  for  some 
evening  engagement." 

The  General  now  began  to  enquire  how 
she  had  disposed  of  herself  during  the  feu- 
days  she  had  spent  at  Bath,  and  how  she  . 
had  left  his  brother. 

"  Much  better  ;"  replied  Adela,  "  I 
resided  in  his  house  till  Julius  was  able  to 
set  out  with  me,  and  heard  excellent  ac- 
counts of  the  progress  of  his  recovery." 

"  But  J  hope  you  heard  them  from  his 
own  lips  ?  He  surely  did  not  admit  you 
into  his  house,  and  yet  refuse  to  see 
you  ?" 

Adela  cast  down  her  eyes,  and  faintly 
answered — 

"J  was  told  my  father  was  not  well 
enough  to  grant  me  an  interview." 

"  Poor  child !     This  was  most  unkindly 


TRAITS  OF  NATURE.  53 

rigorous.  But  we  will  not  talk  of  un- 
pleasant subjects  to-night.  Tell  me,  have 
you  seen  any  of  my  family  ?" 

Adela,  glad  to  advert  to  a  more  en- 
livening theme,  spoke  in  warm  terms  of  the 
hospitable  reception  she  had  experienced 
from  Christina ;  and  amused  her  uncle 
with  an  account  of  the  deception  she  had 
practised  upon  Sir  Patrick  Harley. 

"  I  need  not,"  said  the  General,  laugh- 
ing ;  "  after  so  characteristic  an  instance  of 
the  spirit  by  which  she  is  governed,  put  you 
upon  your  guard  against  the  mischief-loving 
Christina.  She  is  as  very  a  pickle  as  ever 
existed  :  but  sensible  and  good-humoured* 
and,  all  things  considered,  not  deficient  in 
attaching  qualities.  But,  my  dear  girl,  have 
you  had  any  supper  ?" 

"  To  own  the  truth,"  answered  Adela, 
"  I  have,  on  the  contrary,  undergone  the 
longest  period  of  abstinence  to  which  I  ever 
yet  was  condemned !  It  will  do  me  no 
harm,  I  dare  say  ;  but  I  am  sorry  that,  as 
it  has  been  very  disagreeable,  it  can  claim 
no  praise,  since  it  was  also  wholly  involun- 
tary." 

"  You   poor  little  famished   creature  ! 
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Why  did  you  not  take  better  care  of  your- 
self ?  Why  did  you  not  ring  the  bell,  and 
tell  the  servants  what  you  chose  to  have  ? 
But  come  down  with  me  now  to  my  study. 
Mrs.  Cleveland,  I  believe,  will  be  late  to- 
night ;  for,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  there  is 
some  engagement,  after  the  opera,  to  a  ball. 
You  shall,  therefore,  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, be  a  guest  in  rny  region  of  the  house  ; 
and  there,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  accept 
the  fragments  of  your  repast :  I  cannot 
expect  you,  hungry  as  you  are,  to  be  very 
lavish  in  your  distribution  ;  but  I  promise 
not  to  be  too  voracious.'* 

He  then  drew  her  arm  witnin  his,  and 
they  descended  to  his  apartment,  where  she 
spent  nearly  an  hoar,  much  pleased  by  his 
courtesy,  and  enlivened  by  his  good-humour. 

On  retiring  to  the  apartment  which  had 
been  assigned  to  her,  nothing  could  exceed 
the  surprise  with  which  she  gazed  around 
her.  It  consisted  of  a  small  bed-chamber 
at  the  back  of  the  house,  faintly  lighted  by 
a  single  window,  facing  a  high  dead  wall, 
and  communicated  with  a  dressing-closet 
which  might  justly  be  denominated  a  boudoir, 
being  unprovided  with  any  window  at  all. 
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In  the  chimney  stood  a  miserable  little 
rusty  grate,  containing  just  fire  enough,  not 
to  warm  the  room,  but  to  fill  it,  at  every 
gust  that  blew,  with  puffs  of  suffocating 
smoke.  Neither  shovel  nor  tongs  appeared  : 
but  a  small  crooked  old  poker  rested  upon 
a  broken  wire  fender,  and  was  its  only 
appendage.  The  furniture,  coarse  and 
scanty,  of  this  inviting  dormitory,  corres- 
ponded so  well  with  its  other  attractions, 
that  it  had  all  the  air  of  having  been  freshly 
imported  frorn  a  servant's  garret. 

Much  mortified,  yet  half  inclined  to 
laugh,  Adela  looked  at  Amy,  who,  sleepy 
and  weary  as  she  was,  yet  found  voice  to 
utter  the  most  sarcastic  strictures  upon  the 
scene  before  them. 

"It  be  all  of  one  piece,"  cried  she, 
"  vrith  every  thing  me  have  seen  in  this 
fine,  shabby  house  !  Nothing  but  foolish 
shew  outside,  and  beggar  meanness  inside ! 
Ah,  poor  dear  young  Missy !  iTou  got 
plenty,  great  heap  of  relations  ;  but  you  got 
but  one  comfortable  home  !  When  you  go 
see  your  mamma,  you  be  shut  up  like  poor 
prisoner,  and  have  no  speaky  with  any 
body  ;  and  no  love,  no  thanks  for  leaving 
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pleasant  friends,  and  shivering  all  long 
winter  through,  in  cold,  lonely  place  ! 
When  you  go  see  your  papa — oh,  that  he 
worse !  He  hid  you  be  shut  np  in  one  room 
always,  and  no  give  you  welcome,  and  no 
see  you  ;  and  you  nothing  for  do,  hut  some- 
times cry,  sometimes  read,  and,  now  and 
then,  take  stolen  walk  with  Massa  Julius. 
Then,  you  come  see  your  uncle,  and  your 
aunt,  and  your  cousins  ;  and  they  all  out, 
and  you  have  no  victuals  for  eat,  no  friend 
for  speak,  and  be  put  here,  for  smoke  away 
all  your  white  skin,  and  be  made  as  black 
as  Amy !" 

Adela,  now  becoming  sensible  of  the 
danger  of  encouraging,  in  her  unguarded 
attendant,  a  spirit  of  discontent  which 
might  awaken  so  much  enmity  in  the  house- 
hold, cried  out — "  Hush,  hush,  my  dear 
Amy,  I  will  not  suffer  you  to  put  me  too 
much  out  of  humour  with  this  poor  room. 
I  own,  that  when  I  first  opened  the  door,  I 
was  a  little  horror-struck  ;  but  I  am  very 
tired,  and  I  dare  say  I  shall  sleep  as  well  in 
my  faded  check  bed,  as  if  it  was  made  of 
damask.  And,  you  know,  we  shall  not  be 
here  very  long." 
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"  Ah,  me  be  glad  of  that !  Mrs.  Somer- 
ville  give  you  better  sort  of  welcome  than 
this  !"- 

Having  dismissed  the  murmuring  and 
fatigued  Amy,  Adela  found,  as  she  had 
prognosticated,  the  soundest  repose  in  her 
unsightly  couch,  and  arose,  invigorated  and 
refreshed,  just  as  the  young  Christina,  for- 
getful of  the  humiliation  of  the  preceding 
night,  and  as  gay  as  a  lark,  begged  for 
admission  at  her  door. 

"  Oh,  Miss  Cleveland  !"  cried  she, 
capering  into  the  room  ;  "  I  have  the  best 
news  in  the  world  to  tell  you  !  Only  think, 

poor    Mademoiselle    Ravvhead-and-bloody- 

J 

bones  has  been  so  jumbled  and  pomelled  by 
her  long  journey  in  the  stage-coach,  that 
she  can't  stir  out  of  her  bed.  The  maid 
who  dressed  me,  has  seen  her,  and  found 
her  as  hoarse  as  a  raven,  and  complaining 
of  a  violent  pain  in  all  her  bones  ;  and  she 
has  desired,  when  mamma  awakes,  that 
the  maid  will  inform  her  how  seriously 
indisposed  she  is." 

"  And  have  you  no  concern  at  all  for 
the  poor  soul  ?" 

Christina  laughed,  and  answered- — 
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"  Why,  not  quite  so  much,  as,  I  per- 
ceive, you  think  I  ought.  Were  she -any 
thing  hut  a  governess,  I  really  should  feel 
for  her  a  little  :  hut  how  can  you  expect  me 
to  have  much  compassion  for  one,  who 
helongs  to  a  class  of  people  I  have  heen  at 
war  with  all  my  life  ?  That  odious  Mrs. 
Harris,  who  took  the  liberty,  before  you, 
last  night,  to  treat  me  so  impertinently,  is 
not,  upon  the  whole,  so  hateful  to  me  as  a 
professed  govemess.  She  gives  me  an  in- 
solent scolding  when  I  put  her  out  of 
humour  ;  but  then,  it's  soon  over,  and  I 
have  nothing  more  to  do  with  her  till  the 
next  day.  Now  a  governess  is  always  at 
one's  elbow ;  if  she  does  not  storm,  she 
incessantly  finds  fault,  and  grumbles,  and 
contradicts,  an:l  pesters  one  with  lectures, 
and  watches  every  look,  and  seems  to  think 
it  the  duty  of  her  life,  whether  one  sits,  or 
stands,  langhs^  or  cries,  to  make  one  as 
uncomfortable  as  she  can.  To  do  my 
justice,"  added  she,  archly  ;  "  it  has  always 
been  the  study  of  my  life,  not  to  remain  in 
their  debt.  But  with  regard  to  this  poor 
mademoiselle,  Mrs.  Coinmings,  the  hoi: 
keeper,  has  been  told  what  an  aching  jelly 
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she  is,  and,  I  suppose,  will  send  her  up 
some  warm  posset  or  other,  that  will  set  her 
to  rights." 

She  then  proceeded  to  say,  that  she  had 
been  into  the  nursery  the  moment  she  was 
dressed,  to  fetch  her  little  sister,  Laura,  in 
order  to  bring  her  to  Adela's  room  :  "  But, 
do  you  know,  Miss  Cleveland,"  continued 
she,  "  they  would  not  trust  her  with  me, 
though  she  almost  cried  to  come  to  me. 
This  was  mere  impertinence  in  the  conse- 
quential nurse  ;  for,  at  other  times,  I  have 
very  often  carried  Laura  in  my  arms,  and 
had  the  sole  care  of  her  for  above  an  hour. 
However,  you  will  see  the  pretty  little  soul 
if  you  go  down  to  papa's  room  presently. 
He  always  has  her  brought  to  him  whilst 
he  is  at  breakfast." 

"  He  told  me  so  last  night,  and  invited 
me  to  breakfast  with  him." 

"  Dear,  I  wish  I  might  go  with  you." 

"  And  why  should  you  not  ?" 

"  I  am  sure  1  don't  know,  if  you  give 
me  leave."  Then,  taking  Adela's  hand, 
"  How  good-natured  you  are,  my  dear 
cousin  ;"  she  added,  "  I  shall  love  you 
better  than  any  body  in  the  universe,  if  you 
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continue  thus  kind  and  sociable  with  me. 
Jemima  is  sometimes  pleasant  and  chatty 
enough,  hut  one  is  never  sure  of  her  ;  and, 
lately,  having  gained  the  privileges  of  a 
grown-up  lady,  she  has  taken  it  into  her 
head  to  look  down  upon  me  as  if  I  had 
gone  back  to  the  days  of  pap,  rattles,  and 
leading-strings.  She  forgets  how  very  short 
a  time  it  is,  since  we  conned  over  our 
lessons  together,  and  were  both  considered 
as  little  school-room  misses,  who  were  never 
to  appear,  except  at  dessert.  Now,  she 
thinks  of  nothing  but  going  out,  and  being 
admired  ;  and  makes  me  sick  with  her  af- 
fectation every  time  I  see  her." 

"  Was  she  at  the  bull  your  mamma 
and  your  eldest  sister  went  to  last  night  ?" 

"  No,  she  is  out  of  town  for  a  few  days, 
on  a  visit  to  one  of  my  aunts." 

Then,  casting  her  eyes  accidentally  upon 
the  hangings  of  the  bed,  and  from  them 
towards  some  of  the  crazy  furniture  with 
which  the  apartment  was  decorated,  Chris- 
tina burst  into  a  hearty  fit  of  laughter,  and 
said — 

"  How  truly  poverty-struck  every  thing 
in  this  room  appears  !  I  never  saw  such 
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a  ridiculous  place  in  my  life.  I  wonder 
where  they  could  find  such  a  collection  of 
lumber.  It's  worse  even  than  our  old 
school-room.  I  dare  say,  there  is  not  an 
alms-house  in  the  kingdom  that  is  not  more 
creditably  fitted  up.  Upon  my  honour,  it's 
a  shame  they  should  ever  have  dreamed  of 
putting  yon  into  such  miserable  quarters. 
And,  Lord  !  suppose  there  should  be  ver- 
min in  this  old  rubbish  !" 

"  Me  hope,"  cried  Amy,  who  was  busied 
in  arranging  her  lady's  wardrobe  in  the  tot- 
tering and  solitary  chest  of  drawers  ;  "  Me 
hope,  if  there  is,  they  will  run  fast,  and 
when  warm  weather  comes,  stock  all  the 
whole  house  !  It  would  not  be  fair,  if  my 
young  Missy  keep  them  all  to  herself !" 

Christina,  staring  first  at  Amy,  whose 
person  she  had  hitherto  but  slightly  re- 
marked, and  then,  reflecting  upon  what  she 
had  said,  again  indulged  an  immoderate  fit 
of  risibility,  and  exclaimed — 

"  How  I  should  be  entertained  to  behold 
poor  mamma's  consternation  if  a  vulgar,, 
impertinent  bug  was  to  find  its  way  into 
her  delicate  apartment !  Or  suppose  the 
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She  owned;  that,  allowing  something: 
for  a  lively  imagination,  it  was  perfectly 
correct. 

"  How  abominahly  careless  or  insolent 
in  that  wooden-faced  Commings  !"  resumed 
he,  very  warmly — "  I  am  quite  indignant  at 
her,  and  really  shocked  and  ashamed  yon 
should  have  been  so  scandalously  accom- 
modated even  for  a  single  night !  Bnt  you 
may  depend  upon  it  my  dear  girl,  the  evil 
shall  be  remedied  this  very  day." 

He  then  rung  the  bell,  and  ordered  the 
servant  who  answered  it,  to  send  the  house- 
keeper to  him  directly. 

"  She  is  just  gone  out,  sir." 

"  Well,  then,  bid  her  come  to  me  the 
moment  she  returns  :  and  bring  up  break- 
fast." 

Whilst  this  order  was  performing,  the 
gay  tones  of  a  child's  voice  upon  the  stairs 
attracted  the  attention  of  Christina. 

"  Oh,  here  comes  our  darling  Laura !" 
exclaimed  she ;  and  running  out  of  the  room, 
she  presently  returned,  leading  carefully  in 
by  the  hand,  the  most  lovely  and  eng; 
little  creature  Adela  had  ever  beheld.  Na- 
turally fond  of  children,  she  raised  her 
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fondly  in  her  arms,  and  imprinted  a  thou- 
sand kisses  upon  her  rosy  cheek. 

"  Is  she  not  a  little  angel  ?"  cried  the  de- 
lighted Christina. 

"  She  is  grace  and  beauty  personified  I" 
answered  Adela. 

"  You  are  undesignedly  paying  yourself  a 
high  compliment !"  cried  the  General — 
"  Laura  has  always  heen  thought  remark- 
ably like  you." 

"  And  to  say  the  truth,"  in  a  half- whisper, 
observed  Christina,  "  she  has  chosen  no  very 
ugly  model !" 

"  There  never  is  any  ugliness,"  said  her 
father,  directing  towards  her  a  look  of 
kindness,  ."  where  a  genuine  expression 
of  goodness  of  heart  brightens  the  coun- 
tenance !" 

"  No,  papa,"  answered  Christina,  laugh- 
ing, "  only  a  little  sallowness  of  complexion, 
and  clwarnshness  of  person,  to  which  the 
eye,  you  know,  may  grow  so  accustomed, 
as,  in  time,  to  mistake  them  for  beauty ! 
I  wish,  however,  mamma  would  shew 
signs  of  a  disposition  to  fall  into  this  mis- 
take !" 

"  Your  mother  allows  that  there  is  more 
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play  of  features,    more   character   in   your 
face,  than  in  almost  any  she  ever  saw." 

"  Yes,  the  sort  of  character  you  would 
attribute  to  a  female  Robin  Good-fellow! 
But  so  ignoble,  so  ludicrous,  so  unseemly 
in  a  girl  of  family!  Well,  well,  never  mind  ! 
If  ever  I  meet  with  a  merry  imp  like  myself, 
we  will  rnn  into  the  woods  together,  and  live 
with  the  fairies,  "under  the  blossom  that 
hangs  on  the  bough"  I  am  sure  I  shall 
never  do  to  associate  with  men  of  fashion, 
and  fine  ladies." 

"  Why  you  little  cynic  !  What  makes  you 
so  severe  against  them." 

"  Their  excessive  dullness,  for  one  thing, 
papa !  All  humour,  and  sport,  and  origina- 
lity, they  call  vulgar  and  low  bred :  and  be- 
sides that,  they  require  such  an  immoderate 
share  of  beauty,  or  of  rank,  or  of  wealth, 
to  rouse  them  to  attention,  and  dispose  them 
to  be  civil,  that  I  am  always  planning  some 
future  scheme  of  life  that  may  take  me  out  of 
the  reach  of  their  cold-hearted  sneers.  I  can- 
not be  happy,  unless  I  am  suffered  to  laugh 
without  being  criticised  for  the  width  of 
my  mouth ;  or  permitted  to  caper  and 
irisk,  without  being  told  I  am  ungraceful !" 
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The  General,  encircled  by  three  beings, 
who,  in  their  several  ways,  all  stood  so  high 
«iu  his  favour  :  incited  to  mirth  by  Christina; 
softened  into  the  tenderest  indulgence  by 
the  lovely  little  Laura  ;  and  insensibly 
drawn  into  hourly  encreasing  approbation 
by  Adela,  passed  a  large  portion  of  the 
morning  in  a  manner  so  completely  satisfac- 
tory to  his  feelings,  that  on  looking  at  his 
watch,  and  finding  the  day  so  far  advanced, 
he  was  evidently  much  chagrined  to  be 
under  the  necessity  of  preparing  to  go  out : 

"  But  before  I  sally  forth,"  cried  he,  "  let 
me  have  the  pleasure,  my  dear  Adela,  of 
presenting  you  to  Mrs-.  Cleveland.  Chris- 
tina, go  and  see  whether  your  mother  is  yet 
come  down  to  breakfast.  She  was  out  late 
last  night,  and  will  therefore  not  be  particu- 
larly alert  this  morning." 

The  little  girl  obeyed,  arid  returning  in  a 
few  minutes,  said  her  mamma  and  eldest 
sister  were  both  in  the  back  drawing-room. 

"And    Laura   has    been  enquired    for;" 
continued  she.     "  Mamma  declares  that  she 
is  quite  angry  at  your  keeping  her  so  long 
•to  yourself." 
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"  Well,  then,  Laura  shall  go  up  stairs 
with  us  ;"  said  the  General :  and  raising  her 
in  his  arms,  he  led  the  way  towards  the 
apartment  in  which  his  lady  was  sitting. 
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CHAP.    IV. 

ENCOURAGEMENT. 

SUPPORTED  by  the  presence  of  her  uncle, 
Adela,  though  anticipating  a  reserved,  per- 
haps a  supercilious  reception,  felt  oppressed 
by  no  peculiar  timidity:  but,  armed  to  en- 
dure a  rebuff  without  shrinking,  she  entered 
the  drawing-room  with  as  composed  an  as- 
pect, as  if  she  had  been  going  into  an  apart- 
ment she  was  assured  of  finding  empty. 

"  Mrs.  Cleveland,"  said  the  General, 
placing  Laura  on  the  ground  as  soon  as  he 
had  stepped  a  few  paces  within  the  room,  "I 
have  brought  you  two  good  girls,  a  daughter, 
and  a  niece,  v;ho  are  both  anxious  to  ask  you 
how  you  do. — This,"  continued  he,  taking 
the  hand  of  his  young  guest,  and  leading 
her  close  up  to  the  table,  "  is  Adela  Cleve- 
land. Receive  her  kindly ;  and  till  you 
have  learnt  to  love  her  for  her  own  sake, 
endeavour  to  love  her  for  that  of  her  family." 
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The  coffee-cup  which  Mrs.  Cleveland 
held,  almost  dropped  from  her  hand,  so 
infinite  was  her  astonishment  on  surveying 
the  striking  and  dignified  figure  now  pre- 
sented to  her  view.  Adela  was  tall,  but  fe- 
minine and  graceful  in  a  very  remarkable 
degree.  The  resemblance  to  her  brother, 
which  at  first  sight,  could  not  but  be  appa- 
rent to  every  beholder,  was  a  resemblance 
more  of  features  than  of  countenance  ;  she 
had  an  eye  expressive  of  deeper  reflection  ; 
a  demeanour  more  collected,  than,  even  in 
his  most  rational  moments,  Julius  could 
boast.  However  unassuming,  she  was  one, 
at  whose  approach  strangers  would  involun- 
tarily have  made  way ;  and  whom,  even  in 
an  unprotected  situation,  it  would  have  been 
difficult  to  attain  the  courage  to  insult. 
Placid,  yet  commanding,  her  aspect  denoted 
a  character  the  most  liberal,  an  understand- 
ing the  most  improved,  and  was  not  less 
calculated  to  encourage  benevolence,  than 
tq  challenge  respect. 

Amazed,  and  almost  too  much  con- 
founded to  be  capable  of  concealing  it, 
Mrs.  Cleveland,  at  the  same  time  that  she 
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was  unconsciously  betrayed  into  evincing 
some  symptoms,  of  good  breeding,  addressed 
Adela  in  a  tone  tbe  most  formal  and  chil- 
ling. She  had  been  prepared  to  behold  con- 
siderable beauty,  and  could  have  borne  the 
blaze  of  sparkling  eyes,  and  youthful  bloom 
with  decent  temper:  but  the  native  elegance, 
the  look  of  unaftected  self-possession  which 
her  niece  exhibited,  she  had  not  the  genero- 
sity to  view  with  the  smallest  patience.  Her 
unfounded  disdain  of  the  rural  paragon, 
vanished,  indeed,  at  the  first  glance  ;  but 
was  succeeded,  on  behalf  of  her  own 
daughters,  by  a  jealousy  the  most  inveterate 
of  so  dangerous  a  competitor. 

Adela,  meanwhile,  .very  feebly  surprised, 
and  scarcely  at  all  disappointed  at  the  cere- 
monious welcome  which  she  had  obtained, 
bore  it  with  perfect  tranquillity  ;  and  rather 
rejoiced,  that  no  hypocritical  attempt  had 
been  made  to  greet  her  with  less  open  dis- 
like. She  had  not  indulged  the  slightest 
hope  of  being  regarded  with  favour:  but 
felt  grateful  to  have  been  spared  any  mani- 
festation of  contempt:  and  was  candid 
enough,  even  at  the  very  moment  of  so  re- 
pulsive a  reception,  to  distinguish  and  ad- 
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mire  the  traces  of  eminent  beauty  still  visi- 
ble in  the  face  and  figure  of  her  uriconciliat* 
ing  hostess. 

With  no  such  temptation  to  approv* 
could  she  afterwards  direct  her  eyes  towards 
her  former  associate,  the  unaltered  Barbara ; 
between  whom  and  herself,  a  presentation 
less  formal,  but  equally  cool,  now  took  place. 
Even  youth,  and  a  considerable  degree  of 
understanding, — misapplied,  indeed,  and  un- 
accompanied by  either  judgment  or  diffi- 
dence— had  no  power  to  disarm  the  criti- 
cisms which  her  personal  disadvantages 
called  forth.  So  much  self-sufficiency  was 
impressed  on  her  countenance;  her  voice  was 
so  singularly  harsh  and  dissonant  ;  and  her 
manners  were  compounded  of  such  insuf- 
ferable affectation,  grafted  on  such  undis- 
guised haughtiness,  that  whoever  knew  her, 
spoke  of  her  with  confirmed  aversion,  or  the 

iidicule. 

General  Cleveland  remained  in  the  room 
rt  time  after    the    introduction    of 
:   and  either  was,  or  (hose  to  ap- 
the  forbidding  manner 

Ul  which  she  had   been   recrived.     Previous 
•  -id  to  his  lady — 
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K  Yon  will  remember  your  promise  to 
make  this  good  girl  a  little  acquainted  with 
the  London  world  ?  I  recommend  her  to 
^our  care." 

Mrs.  Cleveland  condescended  to  bow  as 
she  sat;  and  the  General,  bestowing  a  part- 
ing smile  upon  the  youthful  traveller,  dis- 
appeared. 

Adela  had  been  followed,  on  her  entrance 
into  the  apartment,  by  a  favourite  spaniel 
belonging  to  her  uncle,  towards  whom,  as  a 
profound  silence  for  some  time  succeeded 
his  departure,  she  now  directed  her  chief 
attention.  As  she  was  conscious  of  the  rigid 
scrutiny  which  she  was  herself  undergoing, 
she  deemed  it  a  fortunate  circumstance,  that 
any  object  presented  itself  on  which  she 
could  bestow  her  notice. 

"  Surely,"  thought  Mrs.  Cleveland,  during 
the  contemplative  survey  in  which  she  in- 
dulged herself  of  Adela's  face  and  f  >rm, 
"  surely  the  laughing  graces  of  my  sportive 
Jemima  will  far  outweigh  the  attractions  of 
this  extraordinary  girl !  She  looks  too  sen- 
sible, too  discriminating  for  our  present  r  ice 
of  young  men  :  she  has  a  native  loftiness  of 
port,  an  air  of  calm  superiority  which  will 

VOL.  II.  F. 
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repel  and  overawe  them.  Admired  she  will 
doubtless  be  ;  but  feared  too  we  shall  be- 
hold her,  and,  consequently,  obnoxious  to 
a  thousand  sarcasms,  which  my  flighty,  but 
insinuating  little  Hebe,  without  half  her  real 
beauty,  will  escape." 

This  conclusion,  for  the  present,  in  some 
degree,  set  her  mind  at  rest,  and  she  was 
beginning  to  address  to  Adela  a  few  civil 
.enquiries  on  the  subject  of  her  journey, 
when  perceiving  Christina  standing  near  a 
window,  she  peevishly  exclaimed — 

"  What  are  you  doing  down  here,  child  ? 
Have  you  no  lessons  to  set  about  in  the 
school-room  ?" 

"  I  have  no  one  to  do  my  lessons  with, 
mamma ;  my  new  governess  is  ill  in  bed." 

"  And  at  your  age,  are  you  incapable  of 
sitting  down  to  write  a  copy,  or  to  learn  a 
verb  without  a  governess  at  your  side  ?  For 
shame ! — I  hate  to  see  you  loitering  about 
in  these  apartments  ! — It  has  a  shocking, 
neglected,  vulgar  look  when  visitors  come 
in." 

"  But,  mamma,  what  do  you  most  wish 
me  to  set  about  ?  Must  I  write,  or  read,  or 
practise,  or  draw,  or  dance  to  my  own  sing- 


TRAITS OF  NATURE.  75 

"  Don't  be!  pert,  Miss  Christy  \  Your  own 
singing  is  an  excellent  match  for  your  own 
dancing  ;  I  question  whether  either  the  one 
or  the  other  will  ever  be  fit  for  any  higher 
preferment.     But  go  and  chuse  your  occu- 
pation ;  I   hardly  care   what   it   is  ; — only, 
don't  remain  here,  crawling  from  one  win- 
dow to  the  other,  and  perpetually  thrusting 
yourself  in  my  way.     If  your  new  gover- 
ness is  not  well  enough  to  begin  her  task 
with  you  to-morrow,  I   shall   enquire   for 
somebody  else.      There,    make   haste   and 
leave  these  rooms." 

The  mortified  little  girl  unwillingly  obey- 
ed this  peremptory  command  ;  and  Adela, 
when  she  saw  her  depart,  felt  sorry  not  to 
accompany  her. 

"  What  are  your  plans  for  this  morning, 
Barbara  ?"  said  Mrs.  Cleveland,  to  her  eldest 
daughter. 

"  I  have  three  masters  coming,  ma'am ; 
I  expect  one  of  them  directly,  and  the  other 
two  will  engage  me  till  four  o'clock." 

*  Have  you  any  inclination,   when  they 
are  all  gone,  to  drive  to  a  few  shops  with 
Miss  Cleveland  and  me  ?" 
E  2 
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"  None  in  the  world,  ma'am  ;  I  hate  all 
those  sort  of  places." 

"  Well,  then,  I  shall  order  the  carriage 
at  three.  Miss  Cleveland,  you  will  have 
the  goodness  to  be  in  readiness  at  that 
time  r" 

Adela  bowed ;  and  Miss  Barbara's  sing- 
ing-master being  announced,  that  young 
lady  retired  into  another  room  to  take  her 
lesson. 

When  she  was  gone,  Mrs.  Cleveland 
having  ordered  away  the  breakfast  equipage, 
and  consigned  Laura  to  the  care  of  her 
nurse,  sat  down  before  a  beautiful  little  in- 
laid writing-desk,  to  answer  some  notes. 

"  I  suppose,  Miss  Cleveland,"  said  she 
to  Adela,  whilst  trying  her  pen,  "  Yon  are 
no  jot  behind-hand,  with  the  rest  of  our 
modern  misses,  in  the  variety  and  extent  of 
your  accomplishments  ?  You  are  a  great 
musician,  I  presume  ?" 

"An  inoffensive  one,  at  least,  ma'am  ;  for 
I  never  play  before  company." 

"  What   is  the   talent  iipon   which  you 
most  pique  yourself?" 

"  I  am  perfectly  aware,  that,  in  London, 
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where  so  many  mnst  surpass  me,  I  have  no 
title  to  pique  myself  upon  any." 

"  Thank  heaven !  Then  I  shall  not  be 
condemned  to  the  horrible  annoyance  of 
hearing  you  and  Barbara  struggling  for  pre- 
eminence in  shrill  singing ;  or  whilst  she  is 
stunning  me  with  the  noise  of  a  grand  piano- 
forte in  one  room,  have  to  indure  the  cease- 
less twanging  of  a  harp  in  the  next !" 

Adela  laughingly  assured  her,  that  she 
had  neither  of  these  evils  to  fear ;  and  then, 
seeing  her  preparing  to  write,  she  thought 

the  moment  favourable  to  steal  quietly 
„ — ,- 

But  though  glad  to  escape  from  the 
frigid  lady  of  the  house,  it  was  no  easy 
matter  to  know  where  to  go.  Without 
forming  some  regular  and  independent  plan 
of  morning  occupation,  she  foresaw  that 
her  present  abode  would  soon  become  in- 
sufferable :  yet,  so  dark  and  uninviting 
was  her  own  apartment,  that  it  was  the  last 
place  to  which  she  could  feel  any  wish  of 
repairing;  and  where  else  to  go,  without 
being  an  intruder,  she  was  wholly  ignorant. 
However,  for  the  present,  she  resolved  to 
descend  to  the  room  in  which  she  had  break- 

E3 
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"  None  in  the  world,  ma'am ;  I  hate  all 
those  sort  of  places." 

"Well,  then,  I  shall  order  the  carriage 
at  three.  Miss  Cleveland,  you  will  have 
the  goodness  to  be  in  readiness  at  that 
time?" 

Adela  bowed ;  and  Miss  Barbara's  sing- 
ing-master being  announced,  that  young 
lady  retired  into  another  room  to  take  her 
lesson. 

When  she  was  gone,  Mrs.  Cleveland 
having  ordered  away  the  breakfast  equipage, 
and  consigned  Laura  to  the  care  of  her 
nurse,  sat  down  before  a  beautiful  little  in- 
laid writing-desk,  to  answer  some  notes. 

"  I  suppose,  Miss  Cleveland,"  said  she 
to  Adela,  whilst  trying  her  pen,  "  Yon  are 
no  jot  behind-hand,  with  the  rest  of  our 
modern  misses,  in  the  variety  and  extent  of 
your  accomplishments  ?  You  are  a  great 
musician,  I  presume  ?" 

"  An  inoffensive  one,  at  least,  ma'am  ;  for 
I  never  play  before  company." 

"  What   is  the   talent  upon   which  you 
most  pique  yourself?" 

"  I  am  perfectly  aware,  that,  in  London, 
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where  so  many  mnst  surpass  me,  I  have  no 
title  to  pique  myself  upon  any." 

"  Thank  heaven !  Then  I  shall  not  be 
condemned  to  the  horrible  annoyance  of 
hearing  you  and  Barbara  struggling  for  pre- 
eminence in  shrill  singing ;  or  whilst  she  is 
stunning  me  with  the  noise  of  a  grand  piano- 
forte in  one  room,  have  to  indnre  the  cease- 
less twanging  of  a  harp  in  the  next !" 

Adela  laughingly  assured  her,  that  she 
had  neither  of  these  evils  to  fear ;  and  then, 
seeing  her  preparing  to  write,  she  thought 

the    moment    favourable   to    steal    quietly 

„- 

But  though  glad  to  escape  from  the 
frigid  lady  of  the  house,  it  was  no  easy 
matter  to  know  where  to  go.  Without 
forming  some  regular  and  independent  plan 
of  morning  occupation,  she  foresaw  that 
her  present  abode  would  soon  become  in- 
sufferable :  yet,  so  dark  and  uninviting 
was  her  own  apartment,  that  it  was  the  last 
place  to  which  she  could  feel  any  wish  of 
repairing;  and  where  else  to  go,  without 
being  an  intruder,  she  was  wholly  ignorant. 
However,  for  the  present,  she  resolved  to 
descend  to  the  room  in  which  she  had  break- 
E  3 
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fasted  :  and  thither,  whilst  she  was  looking 
over  the  newspaper,  a  servant,  who  had 
seen  her  come  down,  presently  ushered  in 
her  brother. 

"  Well,  Adela,"  cried  he,  "how  do  you 
find  yourself  in  this  land  of  uncles.,  aunts, 
and  cousins  ?  Have  they  been  civil  to  you  ? 
Did  you  like  your  reception  ?  And  do  you 
think  you  shall  like  them?" 

te  My  reception  was  pretty  much  such  as 
I  expected:  my  uncle  was  kind  and  cordial; 
the  ladies  somewhat  more  reserved.  But  if 
I  had  any  thing  to  do,  or  any  where  to  sit 

wifhnnt.  heinfr   in   Mrs.  Cleveland's  wav.   I 
should  be  perfectly  contented." 

"  Have  you  no  dressing-room,  then  ?" 

Adela,  half-smiling,  shook  her  head ; 
and  Julius,  but  little  concerned  for  her  do- 
mestic comforts,  proceeded  to  enquire  what 
Mrs.  Cleveland  meant  to  do  with  her  in  the 
evening  ? 

"  I  have  not  heard ;  nor  can  I  at  all  guess 
what  are  her  plans  in  that  respect.  She  has 
signified  to  me  her  intention  of  taking  me 
out  in  the  carriage  at  three  o'clock." 

"  Prodigiously  condescending  !  But  where 
is  she  ? — In  the  back  drawing-room  ? — 
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Come,  come  up  with  me,  arid  you  shall 
hear  a  specimen  of  the  cavalier  style  in 
which  it  is  most  politic  to  treat  all  such 
stately  dames.  She  will  be  ten  times  more 
civil  to  you,  if  I  am  a  little  impertinent  to 
her  .'" 

He  then,  almost  forcibly,  drew  Adela's 
arm  within  his  own,  and  insisted  upon  her 
accompanying  him  up  stairs. 

The  whole  way  they  proceeded,  the 
piercing  tones  of  Barbara's  voice,  as.  she 
pursued  her  singing-lesson,  assailed  their 
ears. 

"  How  infinitely  I  should  prefer/'  said 
Julius,  "if,  of  two  evils  I  was  forced  to 
chuse  the  least,  the  screams  of  a  butchered 
pig  under  my  window,  whose  ham  and 
bacon  should  supply  my  table,  to  the  wholly 
unprofitable  screams  of  our  equally  un- 
tuneable  cousin  !"• 

On  entering  the  room  in  which  sat  Mrs. 
Cleveland — 

"Well,  my  dear  aunt,"  cried  he,  "my 
sister  tells  me  you  are  going  out  at  three 
o'clock,  so  I  came  up  to  agk  you  how  you 
do,  and  to  enquire  what  your  schemes  are 
for-this  evening.  Are  you  going  to  Lady 
E  4 
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"VYilbrooke's  assembly,  or  to  Mrs.  Suli  van's 
ball?" 

"  No  ;  we  have  not  had  cards  for  either  ; 
and,  to  own  the  truth,  we  were  out  so  late 
last  night,  that  I  shall  be  heartily  glad  not 
to  stir  this  evening." 

"  Have  you  any  party  at  home  ?" 

"  None  at  all." 

"  Well,  then,  I  will  beat  up  for  a  few 
recruits  to  come  and  enliven  your  fire-side. 
\Vho  shall  I  send  to  you  ?  Has  Barbara 
never  a  spruce  little  lover  who  would  be 
glad  to  catch  at  this  quiet  disengaged  op- 
portunity of  paying  his  court?  Adela,  as 
yet,  we  know,  can  have  made  no  London 
conquests:  but  I  will  pick  up  some  pretty 
agreeable  spark  or  other,  whom  it  must  be 
her  business  to  send  home  with  the  heart- 
ache, and  to  fix  permanently  in  her  chains." 

"  You  seem  persuaded,"  said  Mrs. 
Cleveland,  dryly,  "that  your  sister  is  come 
to  town  with  vehement  intentions  of  co- 
quetry and  dissipation  !" 

"To  be  sur<?,  my  dear  madam  !  Did  you 
ever  yet  know  a  handsome  girl,  who,  on 
first  arriving  in  London,  wished  to  spend 
her  evenings,  mum-chance,  with  a  jaded, 
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sleepy,  family  party?  Does  Jemima,  when 
she  is  at  home,  often  suffer  you  to  condemn 
her  to  do  such  penance  ? — By  the  way, 
where  is  Talbot  ?  Though  he  is  only  a 
cousin,  he  would  do  for  a  flirt,  Adela, 
very  tolerably,  till  you  get  a  better. 

"I  am  not  entirely  certain,"  said  Mrs. 
Cleveland,  less  and  less  pleased  at  the  turn 
of  this  conversation,  "  that  Talbot  is  quite 
of  a  disposition  so  prone  to  flirting  as  you 
would  give  me  to  understand  might  be 
wished  !" 

"  Oh,  there,  my  dear  aunt,  I  can  assure 
you  that  you  are  entirely  mistaken  !  When 
Adela  was  a  little  creature,  not  older  than 
Christina,  Talbot  was  so  enamoured  of  her, 
that  it  almost  broke  his  heart  to  be  obliged 
to  leave  her :  and  I  dare  say,  that  every 
evening  which  you  devote  to  retirement  and 
home  delights,  he  will  be  enchanted  to  re- 
new his  early  homage  at  her  shrine.  I 
shall  make  it  a  point  to  find  him  out  if  he 
is  above  ground,  and  to  let  him  know  what 
a  treat  awaits  him  to-night  in  your  drawing- 
room!" 

((  What  a  very  great  pity  it  is,  my  dear 
E  5 
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nephew,  that  no  one  can  be  found  out,  who 
either  can,  or  will,  exercise  any  controul 
over  that  wild  and  rattling  tongue  of  yours  1" 

"I  know  not  any  one  who  has  taken-  such 
unwearied  pains  to  effect  that  business  as 
yourself*  my  kind  aunt.  I  am  sorry  you 
find  me  so  totally  incorrigible.  Hang  up 
the  rod,  however,  for  the  present,  and  in 
return  for  the  pains  I  am  now  going  to  take 
in  the  family  service — for,  remember,  I 
shall  try  and  enlist  a  lover  for  Barbara  as 
well  as  my  sister — wish  me  a  friendly  good 
morning." 

He  then,  disregarding  her  reluctance, 
shook  Mrs.  Cleveland  gayly  by  the  hand; 
nodded  to  Adela,  and  departed. 

Adda,  whilst  this  dialogue  was  passing, 
at  which  she  could  by  no  means  suppress  a 
secret  smile,  had  drawn  a  chair  towards  a 
work-frame  standing  near  a  window,  and 
employed  herself  in  going  on  with  the  pat- 
tern she  there  saw  begun.  Mrs.  Cleveland, 
when  they  were  again  left  to  themselves, 
thanked  her  for  the  trouble  she  was  taking; 
gave  her  some  directions  about  the  silks  she 
was  to  use,  and  without  alluding  to  the 
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conversation  in  which  she  had  been  engaged, 
resumed  her  pen. 

The  arrival  of  some  morning  visitors;  gave 
the  first  interruption  to  the  mutual  silence 
the  two  ladies  observed.  Adela,  indeed, 
after  the  entrance  of  the  company,  remained 
as  taciturn  as  ever  :  but  Mrs.  Cleveland  be- 
came voluble,  and  in  some  degree,  enter- 
taining :  yet  a  spirit  of  detraction  charac- 
terized almost  every  observation  she  made, 
which  miserably  deducted  from  the  plea- 
sure that  a  good-natured  auditor  might 
otherwise  have  derived  from  her  powers  of 
conversation. 

These  guests  being  gone,  and  the  car- 
riage announced,  Adela,  receiving  a  hint 
to  get  ready,  raai  up  stairs  to  equip  herself, 
and  then  accompanied  her  aunt  to  her  shewy 
vehicle. 

They  drove  first  to  a  milliner's ;  and  as 
they  proceeded,  Mrs.  Cleveland  said,  that 
she  had  determined  on  going,  after  an  early 
dinner,  to  fetch  home  her  daughter  Jemima 
from  Hampton. 

"  And  yesterday,"  added  she,  "we  had 
the  ofier  made  us  of  places  for  to-night,  in 
a  private  box  at  the  play.  Perhaps  you 
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would  like  to  go  ?  Barbara,  it  is  very  pro- 
bable, may  not  chuse  it :  but  Christina 
will  be  enchanted  if  I  give  her  permission 
to  be  of  the  party  ;  and  you  would  both  be 
perfectly  safe  under  the  protection  of  the 
lady  to  whom  the  box  belongs." 

"  I  do  not  know  any  scheme/'  said  Adela, 
"that  would  give  me  greater  pleasure.  I 
have  long  wished  to  see  a  play  performed  in 
London." 

"Then,  whilst  we  are  at  the  milliner's, 
I  will  send  a  servant  to  Lady  Dunbar,  the 
proprietor  of  the  box  in  question,  to  say 
that  two  of  our  family,  at  least,  will  be 
happy  to  accept  her  offer." 

This  point  being  arranged,  very  little 
more  was  said  till  they  arrived  at  their  place 
of  destination. 

The  milliner's  door  was  thronged  with 
carriages,  and  her  apartments  were  crowded 
with  fashionable  and  elegant  women.  Mrs. 
Cleveland's  entrance,  however,  failed  not 
to  obtain  due  attention  from  the  simpering 
mistress  of  the  house,  and  her  obsequious 
assistant  damsels.  The  new  visitor,  paraded 
through  the  rooms  with  the  grave  deliber- 
ating air  of  a  general  officer,  reviewing  his 
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troops:  and  on  her  insinuating,  at  last,  that 
her  purpose  in  coming,  was  to  bespeak 
court-dresses  for  herself  and  one  of  her 
daughters,  such  a  quantity  of  patterns  were 
produced,  so  many  colours  described,  and 
such  innumerable  compliments  paid  to  her 
well-known  taste,  that  Adela  wondered  she 
was  not  too  much  confused  to  distinguish 
one  piece  of  finery  from  another.  But, 
seated  in  state  upon  a  sofa,  Mrs.  Cleveland 
listened  to  these  adulations  with  affected 
indifference,  yet  internal  complacency  ;  de- 
cided aloud  upon  the  merits  of  the  various 
silks,  laces,  and  trimmings  proposed  ;  and 
seemed  to  enjoy  her  fancied  pre-eminence 
with  all  the  mock  dignity  of  a  theatrical 
queen. 

Meanwhile  Adela,  though  soon  fatigued 
by  her  aunt's  fastidious  indecision,  was 
amused  by  the  novelty  of  the  general  scene, 
and  by  the  different  groups  assembled  in  the 
rooms.  She  civilly,  yet  perhaps,  not  with- 
out some  secret  regret,  told  the  young  at- 
tendants, who  were  perpetually  coming  for- 
ward with  some  new  temptation  in  their 
hand,  that,  as  it  was  not  her  present  in- 
tention to  make  any  purchase,  she  begged 
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they  would  give  themselves  no  trouble 
about  her.  Indeed,  she  knew  not  that  she 
had  any  right  to  supply  the  deficiencies  of 
her  attire  at  so  expensive  a  repository  ;  and 
prudently  declined  every  solicitation  to  ffsee 
how  she  would  look"  in  any  of  the  pretty 
decorations  which  they  chose  to  bring  be- 
fore her.  Amongst  those,  who,  opportunely 
for  her  fortitude,  assisted  most  powerfully 
in  drawing  off  her  attention  from  the  for- 
bidden finery,  was  a  lady  standing  before 
a  large  looking-glass,  trying  on  a  succession 
of  hats,  caps,  and  bonnets.  She  was  young, 
and  very  beautiful ;  diessed  in  elegant  and 
becoming  mourning,  and  smiling,  playful, 
and  whimsical  as  a  spoiled  child,  who  has 
wit  enough,  however,  to  laugh  at  its  own 
folly.  Head-dresses,  which  seen  upon  the 
hand,  appeared  preposterously  fantastical, 
or  even  ugly,  placed  carelessly  over  her 
luxuriant  hair,  acquired  power  to  please, 
and  produced  a  graceful  effect.  She  alone 
•was  dissatisfied  :  the  friend  who  accompanied 
her ;  the  young  shop-women,  officiously 
supplying  her  with  fresh  food  for  experi- 
ment, vainly  endeavoured  to  prove  ,how 
inimitably  all  shapes  and  all  colours  were 
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suited  to  her  countenance  and  complexion. 
She  shrugged ;  made  a  thousand  comic 
grimaces  ;  inveighed  againt  the  fashions  of 
the  year ;  threatened  to  become  her  own 
milliner;  and  in  conclusion,  "  because  they 
were  the  least  frightful,"  ordered  home 
three  of  the  most  costly  things  in  the 
house. 

These  coquetish  airs,  however  wearisome 
they  might  be  to  those  who  were  compelled 
to  humour  them,  afforded  Adela  so  much 
amusement,,  that  she  knew  not  how  to  look 
away  a  moment.  But  becoming  sensible, 
at  length,  that  the  brilliant  eyes  of  the  ca- 
pricious beauty  were  frequently  directed 
towards  her,  she  rejoined  her  aunt,  and 
only  permitted  herself  to  pursue  her  obser- 
vations at  a  distance. 

The  important  affair  of  the  court-dresse* 
being  now  adjusted,  Mrs.  Cleveland  arose 
to  depart.  As  she  passed  from  the  upper 
end  of  the  room  towards  the  door,  her 
eyes  accidentally  rested  upon  the  fair  object 
of  Adela's  admiration.  A  gracious  and 
most  insinuating  smile  took  possession  of 
her  features,  and  she  was  beginning  to 
speak,  when,  either  through  inadvertency 
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or  design,  the  youthful  lady,  turning 
abruptly  from  her,  snatched  up  a  lace  veil 
from  a  table  at  some  distance,  and  asked 
the  milliner  its  price. 

Mrs.  Cleveland  was  struck  dumb  by  this 
apparently  marked  instance  of  disrespect. 
She  drew  her  head,  always  erect,  to  a 
prouder  height  than  ever ;  and  even  through 
the  deep-coloured  rouge  with  which  her 
cheeks  were  overspread,  a  flush  of  extreme 
anger  became  obvious  to  every  eye.  Some 
simpered,  others  wondered,  and  all  shrunk 
back  to  leave  the  path  she  was  pursuing 
unobstructed. 

On  re-ascending  the  carriage,  Adela  felt 
no  surprise,  that  after  such  an  affront  to 
her  pride,  her  incensed  companion  seemed 
determined  not  to  utter  a  syllable.  The 
coachman  was  ordered  to  drive  immediately 
home  ;  and  the  two  ladies  separating  the 
moment  it  was  in  their  power,  Adela  went 
up  to  dress  for  the  early  dinner  projected 
on  account  of  the  play,  and  Mrs.  Cleve- 
land bent  her  thoughtful  steps  towards  her 
own  apartment. 

Christina,  soon  after  the  return  of  her  new 
friend,  tapped  at  her  door,  and  being  immedi- 
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ately  admitted,  began,  in  the  highest  spirits, 
to  relate,  that  her  mother  had  just  sent  to 
inform  her,  that  she  was  to  enjoy  the  indul- 
gence of  being  permitted  to  go  to  the  play. 

"  And  only  think,  my  dear  cousin,  it  is 
Shakespeare's  King  Henry  the  Fourth  ;  the 
very  play  I  have  been  dying  to  see  ever 
since  I  heard  a  gentleman  who  dined  here, 
describe  the  effect  it  produced  upon  him 
when  he  first  read  it  !  Do  tell  me,  cousin, 
what  has  put  mamma  into  such  good- 
humour,  as  to  induce  her  to  let  me  be  of 
your  party  ?  Where  have  you  and  she 
been?" 

"  Only  at  a  milliner's;  and  1  know  not 
that  any  thing  occurred  there,  remarkably  to 
delight  her." 

"  Did  you  buy  any  thing  pretty  ?" 

"  No,  my  dear  Christina;  I  am  not  rich 
enough  to  buy  pretty  things  at  so  extrava- 
gant a  place." 

"  And  did  not  mamma  make  you  any 
present  ?" 

"  I  had  no  wish  that  she  should." 

"  Ah,  well — I'll  tell  you  what;'  if  ever  I 
am  a  married  woman,  I  am  determined  not 
to  take  any  young  and  single  relations  to 


VU  TRAITS  OF  NATURE. 

the  most  tempting  places  in  London.,  and 
let  them  come  away  as  empty  handed  as 
they  went  in  !" 

Adela  now  enquired  how  the  poor  gover- 
ness was  going  on. 

ee  Much  the  same,  I  believe,"  answered 
Christina,  "  but  I  have  not  heard  very  lately, 
for  sister  Barbara  has  been  employing  me 
almost  ever  since  you  went  out,  in  cleaning 
for  her  the  glasses  of  a  telescope  which  she 
has  had  carried  up  into  one  of  the  maids 
fusty  garrets,  and. through  which  she  means 
every  night  to  amuse  herself  in  gazing  at  the 
stars.  What  a  pity  this  fancy  did  not  take 
her  whilst  the  last  comet  was  still  visible  ! 
It  would  have  been  sure  to  look  mighty 
bright,  ^seen  through  the  smoke  of  a  thousand 
surrounding  chimnies  !  And  so,  for  that 
matter,  will  the  stars.  But  this  is  the  least 
part  of  the  evil.  The  poor  maids,  justly 
enough,  I  believe,  imagine  that  she  means 
to  pursue  her  observations  with  the  window 
open,  after  they  are  in  bed;  and  they  are 
sneezing  already  at  the  mere  idea.  And  I 
should  not  wonder  at  all  if,  in  defiance  of 
vulgar  prejudices,  she  was  to  appoint  her 
astronomy  master  to  give  his  lessons  up  in 
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the  same  garret  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night. 
Poor  Jenny  and  Betty,  and  Nelly  and 
Peggy  !  How  they  would  stare  and  bless 
themselves." 

"  And  very  well  they  might  V  cried  the 
laughing  Adela,  "  I  shall  now  begin  to  be 
extremely  thankful  that  the  prospect  of  the 
heavens  from  my  window  is  so  securely 
blocked  up  by  the  opposite  wall !  But  how 
is  it  that  your  sister  finds  time  to  accom- 
modate these  scientific  speculations  with 
the  dissipations  of  a  London  life,  and  the 
pursuit  of  lighter  accomplishments— such 
as  sinsrinsr,  playing  on  the  piano-forte,  dan- 
cing, and  probably  many  others  ?" 

"  Shall  I  confess  the  treasonable  thoughts 
I  have  had  upon  this  subject  ?"  said  Chris- 
tina, looking  very  droll ;  Cf  my  notion  is — 
but  don't  betray  me,  dear  cousin — that 
Barbara's  pretensions  to  science  are  all  a 
juggle  !  Nobody  has  hitherto  presumed  to 
question  her  very  closely,  and  she  talks 
so  confidently,  that  her  superiority  is  taken 
for  granted.  Half  the  folks  she  meets  with 
are,  like  mamma  and  Jemima,  frightened  at 
her  hard  words,  and  because  she  puzzles 
them,  they  give  her  credit  for  being  the 
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prodigy  of  the  age.  But  I  don't  believe  in 
the  tenth  part  of  these  marvellous  acquire- 
ments; and  one  reason  for  my  incredulity 
is,  that  she  has  never  been  able,  when  I  have 
asked  her  to  give  me  an  easy  explanation  of 
any  of  the  learned  terms  she  has  used,  to 
make  me  understand  one  syllable  she  has 
uttered,  without  having  recourse  to  a  Dic- 
tionary or  a  Cyclopaedia,  by  which  I  might 
have  cleared  the  obscurity  much  better  than 
by  applying  to  her  at  all." 

"  My  dear  Christina,"  said  Adela,  "  you 
should  remember  that   it  has  always  been 

deemed  a  ta«sk  of  p-str^mA  HiflRml+j--  *« 

municate  knowledge,  in  easy,  explicit  terms, 
to  the  ignorant  and  unprepared.  Defini- 
tions, which,  to  you  and  me,  would  appear 
so  .hard  to  comprehend,  that  we  should 
stumble  at  the  very  threshold,  and  require 
to  have  even  the  explanations  explained,. 
might,  to  the  person  who  uses  them,  ap- 
pear as  simple  and  familiar,  as  the  com- 
monest words  repeated  in  daily  conversa- 
tion." 

"  Well,  dear  cousin,  you  are  an  excellent 
advocate,  though,  I  believe,  in  a  lame  cause. 
I  would  not  give  sixpence  for  that  know- 
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ledge,  which,  having  been  obtained  in  the 
vulgar  tongue,  wraps  itself  up,  after  a  little 
while,  in  such  a  cloud  of  pedantic  jargon, 
that  it  loses  the  power  of  being  understood 
by  any  thing  short  of  a  witch   or  a  con- 
juror !     But,  now,  let  us  talk  again  about 
the  play.     Do  you  know  that  Barbara  was 
highly  affronted  at  mamma's  deciding  for 
her  that  she  would  not  like  to  go  ?     And 
so,  she  has  determined,  from  the  mere  love 
of  contradiction,    and  by  way  of  proving 
her  independence,  to  honour    us  with    her 
company.     I  wish  my  brother  knew  of  our 
scheme ;    I  am  sure  he  would  accompany 
us ;  but  he  is  gone  to  some  place,  ten  or 
fifteen  miles  out  of  town,   to  see  a  grand 
boxing-match.     I  wonder,  humane  as  he  is, 
he  can  bear  such  a  disgusting,  savage  exhi- 
bition.    But  I   dare  say,  that  those  noisy 
men  who  dined  here  yesterday,  drew  him 
into  the  excursion,  almost  whether  he  would 
or  no." 

Adela  was  now  ready,  and  hearing  Mrs. 
Cleveland  go  down,  she  immediately  de- 
scended likewise;  and  soon  after,  dinner 
was  announced. 

Whilst  they  were  taking  their  places  at 
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table,  the  General,  who  had  an  engagement 
somewhere  else,  returned  home  to  dress. 
He  looked  in  upon  them  a  moment ;  asked 
Adela,  with  great  kindness,  how  she  had 
spent  her  morning?  Enquired  after  his 
son,  whose  absence  he  did  not  till  then 
seem  apprized  of;  said  their  soup  smelt  ex- 
cellent, wished  them  a  good  appetite,  and 
disappeared. 

Mrs.  Cleveland,  by  no  means  recovered 
from  the  disturbance  which  her  temper  had 
undergone  at  the  milliner's,  threw  a  damp 
over  the  spirits  of  all  who  remained, 
throughout  the  whole  meal ;  Barbara,  and 
her  young  sister,  who,  this  day  was  allowed 
to  dine  below  stairs,  regarded  their  mother 
with  evident  surprise ;  but  so  little  was  the 
former  accustomed  to  take  an  interest  in 
Mrs.  Cleveland's  feelings;  and  so  ill,  the 
latter  was  persuaded,  would  any  interroga- 
tions have  been  borne  from  her,  that  nei- 
ther the  one  nor  the  other  chose  to  seem 
otherwise  sensible  of  her  solemnity,  than  by 
observing  a  silence  nearly  as  strict  as  her 
own. 

At  length,  the  General's  chariot  drove  to 
the  door,  which,  as   his   lady  wanted   her 
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own  coach,  she  had  ordered  to  convey  the 
young  party  to  the  house  of  Lady  Dunbar. 
The  taciturn  trio  alertly  started  up — flew 
for  their  gloves  and  fans,  and  taking  a 
hasty  leave  of  Mrs.  Cleveland,  were  speed- 
ing through  the  hall  to  the  street  door, 
when  the  General  came  forth  from  his 
dressing-room — 

"  Where  are  you  all  going,  my  good 
girls?"  enquired  he. 

Barbara  told  him. 

"  But  how  came  you,"  resumed  he,  ee  to 
order  my  carriage  ?  I. am  going  out  to  din- 
ner, and  it  rains  so  hard  I  shall  never  be 
able  to  get  a  hackney-coach." 

<c  Mamma  is  going  in  hers  to  fetch  Je- 
mima." 

He  was  silent  a  few  seconds,  as  if  deli- 
berating how  to  settle  the  point ;  and  then, 
with  the  greatest  good-humour  said — 

"  Well,  get  in,  get  in,  and  I  must  take 
Christina  on  my  lap.  The  coachman  shall 
set  you  down  at  Lady  Duiibar's,  before  he 
proceeds  with  me  to  my  place  of  engage- 
ment." 

Adela  knew  not  whether  most  to  love  or 
admire  the  sweetness  of  temper  that  in- 
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duced  him  thus  cheerfully  to  submit  to  a 
usurpation  so  few  men  would  have  borne. 
Even  Mr.  Somerville,  good-natured  and  in- 
dulgent as  he  was,  she  very  much  suspected 
had  been  too  long  accustomed  to  a  comply- 
ing wife,  not  to  have  rebelled  under  similar 
circumstances. 

At  Sir  James  Dunbar's  door  already  stood 
in  waiting,  a  solidly-built,  and  spacious 
family  coach  :  the  punctual  owners  were 
both  in  readiness  to  enter  it,  and  sending 
word  to  the  young  ladies  that  they  had  better 
step  from  one  carriage  to  the  other  with- 
out losing  more  time  by  alighting,  they 
came  down  themselves  as  soon  as  the  ma- 
noeuvre was  performed;  and  whilst  the 
General's  light  vehicle  drove  off,  joined 
their  fair  charges,  and  rolled  heavily  away. 

The  baronet  and  his  wife  were  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  two  sisters,  but  to  Adela, 
of  course  were  utter  strangers;  it  fell 
therefore  to  the  lot  of  Barbara  to  introduce 
her,  and  she  experienced  from  the  worthy 
Caledonian  pair  a  reception  unostentatiously 
polite. 

Nothing  but  the  delight  of  the  animated 
little  Christina  could  exceed  the  pleasure 
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M'ith  which  Adela  attended  to  every  scene 

•/ 

of  the  play.  The  cold  indifference,,  whe- 
ther affected  or  real,  of  Barbara,  gave  her 
no  molestation,  for  she  resolutely  forbore 
remarking  it;  the  heavy  comments  of  Sir 
James  Dunbar,  she  equally  closed  her  ears 
against ;  and  the  drowsy  apathy  of  his  lady, 
after  being  once  shocked  by  a  casual  view 
of  it,  she  determined  neither  to  look  at, 
nor  think  of  again.  Whenever  Hotspur 
came  on  the  stage,  her  memory  recurred  to 
his  wretched  little  namesake  in  Devonshire; 
and  the  more  strikingly  his  spirited,  enter- 
prizing,  and  impetuous  character  was  dis- 
played, the  more  ludicrous  appeared  to  her 
so  unfortunate  a  mis-nomer. 

The  play  being  over,  it  was  deliberated 
amongst  the  party,  whether  it  would  be 
worth  while  to  stay  the  entertainment,  or 
whether,  as  they  had  but  one  gentleman,  it 
would  not  be  better  to  get  away  before  the 
house  began  to  empty.  Barbara  voted  for 
their  immediate  departure  ;  Adela  felt  half 
desirous  to  stay,  but  modestly  held  back 
from  giving  any  opinion ;  Lady  Dunbar 
hearing  the  after-piece  was  founded  on  a 
Scottish  story,  was  well  disposed  to  unclose 
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her  eyes,  and  keep  her  scat ;  and  Christina 
was  most  earnest  in  her  solicitations  to  re- 
main. 

fc  And  if  we  want  another  gentleman  to 
take  care  of  us  to  the  carriage/'  cried  she, 
"  I  have  just  espyed  one,  who  will,  I  dare 
say,  be  proud  of  the  office.  Yonder  stands 
Sir  Patrick  Harley,  in  a  box  almost  by  him- 
self, looking  as  if  it  would  be  charity  to 
give  him  something  to  do.  The  first  time 
he  turns  his  head,  I  will  beckon  him  this 
way ;  and  see  whether  he  does  not  come 
with  all  the  alertness  of  (he  '  feathered  mer- 
cury,' we  have  been  hearing  of  in  the 
play." 

"  Gude  troth,  my  sprightly  lassie,"  cried 
Sir  James,  "  I  doubt  whether  the  wor- 
thy baronet  have  much  more  alacrity  in 
performing  the  tricks  of  a  winged  mercury 
than  myself!  He  has  a 'ways  been  notorious 
for  deliberation,  and  is  not  now  vary  re- 
markable for  the  slender-ness  of  his  bulk." 

"  Oh,  but  do  you  imagine,  Sir  James, 
that  when  summoned  by  a  lady,  he  would 
be  so  ungallant  as  to  mind  the  trifling  in- 
convenience of  being  obliged  to  puff  a  little 
for  breath  in  order  to  obey  her  ?  Now  ob- 
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serve — I  have  caught  his  eye,  and  made 
him  a  signal  to  come  up.  You  perceive 
he  has  left  his  box,  and,  my  life  for  it,  he 
is  already  on  his  way  to  us." 

Christina  was  right.  Her  mother's  cc  old 
cousin,"  as  she  called  Sir  Patrick,  had  seen 
Adela  placed  heside  her,  and  lost  no  time 
in  seeking  a  second,  and  nearer  view  of  a 
face  which,  on  the  preceding  evening,  had 
struck  him  as  being  every  way  so  deserving 
observation. 

The  unruly  gaiety  of  Christina,  on  the 
entrance  into  their  box  of  this  docile  per- 
sonage, totally  surpassed  whatever  Adela 
had  hitherto  believed  it  possible  that  she 
would  indulge.  But  Christina,  unmindful 
of  her  serious  looks ;  callous  to  the  petu- 
lant remonstrances  of  her  sister;  amused 
by  the  expression  of  surprise  in  the  coun- 
tenance of  Lady  Dunbar,  and  encouraged 
by  the  laughter  and  applause  of  Sir  James, 
gave  such  unbounded  scope  to  her  spirits, 
was  so  noisy  and  so  voluble,  that  several 
persons  in  the  adjoining  boxes  leaned  for- 
ward to  look  at  her  ;  and  the  people  in  the 
pit,  highly  incensed  at  the  disturbance,  at 
length  began  to  hiss  ! 
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"  Ah,  troth,  my  bonny  maid/'  cried 
Lady  Dunbar,  now  somewhat  seriously  mo- 
lested, "  this  uproar  in  such  a  place,  will 
never  do  !  You  must  either  command  your 
wild  glee,  or  we  must  all  gae  hame  !  The 
audience  grows  angry,  and,  to  their  hisses, 
may  soon,  perhaps,  add  some  vary  sorry 
sort  of  bennison  !" 

"  Their  hisses  ?"  repeated  Adela,  ex- 
ceedingly shocked  :  ff  Are  they  then  di- 
rected against  us  ?" 

"  Cannot  you  ken  that,  lady  ?  Look  but 
down  at  the  folks  underneath,  and  see  how 
every  face  is  turned  up  to  gloom  at  all  our 
perty !" 

"  My  dearest  Christina,"  cried  Adela, 
with  great  earnestness,  "  will  not  the  shame 
of  having  called  forth  such  public  dis- 
approbation, induce  you  to  be  quiet  ?" 

Christina  drew  back  from  the  front  of 
the  box,  more  disconcerted  than  she  chose 
to  avow,  and  in  a  tone  of  voice  considerably 
moderated,  said, 

"  I  may  have  been  a  little  disorderly,  but 
why  do  the  nasty  ill-natured  people  make 
such  a  fuss  about  it  ?  Can't  they  regale 
their  stupid  eyes  with  what  is  going  on 


TRAITS  OF  NATURE.  101 

upon  the  stage,  without  exacting  from  the 
people  in  the  boxes  so  profound  a  silence? 
The  actors  are  saying  nothing  worth  listen- 
ing to  ;  they  are  only  skipping  about  to 
that  old  droning  bag- pipe  at  the  corner  of 
the  scene.  However,  if  I  have  been  rather 
too  turbulent,  it's  all  Sir  Patrick's  fault ! 

ee  My  fault  ?"  cried  the  amazed  Baronet., 
— "  Why  what  temptation  can  /  have  given 
you  to  make  such  a  riot  ?  I  have  scarcely 
spoken  a  word  since  I  came  in  !" 

te  There  is  no  denying  that  ! — But,  pray, 
since  you  have  nothing  to  say  now  you  are 
come,  what  induced  you  to  take  the  into- 
lerable trouble  of  clambering  up  so  many 
stairs  to  get  at  us  ?" 

With  unmoved  gravity,  Sir  Patrick  an- 
swered, 

"  I  saw  you  beckoning  to  me,  and  I 
came  on  that  account." 

"  No,  you  did  not,  my  very  plausible 
and  dear  cousin  !  You  came  because  vou 

«/ 

wanted  a  better  view  of  a  prospect  there 
were  some  hindrances  down  stairs  to  your 
surveying  so  conveniently  as  you  wished  ! 
And  the  unalterable  solemnity  with  which 
you  have  leisurely  indulged  your  fancy,  is 
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what  irresistibly  provoked  me  to  so  much 
mirth  !" 

The  conscious  Baronet,  who  saw  her 
glance  her  eyes  towards  Adela  during  this 
speech.,  affected  a  degree  of  facetiousness 
which  ill  accorded  with  the  native  dullness 
of  his  character,  and  said, 

'/  There  may  be  some  truth  in  what  you 
suggest.  But  why  should  my  silent  and 
earnest  attention  to  the  beauty  of  the  pros- 
pect in  question,  move  you  to  laughter  ? 
Do  you  not  know,  that  great  admiration  is 
always  of  a  serious,  thoughtful,  character?" 

"  In  a  Dutchman  or  an  oyster  !"  flippantly 
retorted  Christina  :  tc  But  in  all  other  living 
creatures,  I  thought  it  had  been  a  feeling  of 
some  animation  \" 

Sir  James  Dunbar,  forgetful  of  the  ill 
consequences  of  the  preceding  vociferation 
in  their  box,  burst  into  so  loud  a  laugh  at 
this  pert  sally,  that  his  lady,  Adela,  and 
Barbara  started  up  at  the  same  instant,  and 
declared  they  would  go  away  immediately. 
Christina  intreated  them  to  remember  that 
their  being  obliged  to  depart,  was  owing  to 
no  new  indiscretion  of  hers  :  and  the  box 
door  being  opened  by  Lady  Dunbar,  she 
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unceremoniously  took  hold  of  her  husband's 
arm,  leaving  her  youthful  companions  to 
dispose  of  their  sole  remaining  ueau  to  the 
best  advantage  they  could. 

Sir  Patrick,  standing  on  one  side  the 
door-way  whilst  the  three  ladies  quitted  the 
box,  scarcely  gave  Adela  time  to  step  into 
the  lobby,  before  he  abruptly  presented  to 
her  his  arm  to  lean  upon.  She  hesitated  a 
moment  whether  to  accept  a  civility  so 
clownishly  offered  :  but  meeting  the  arch 
eyes  of  Christina,  and  dreading  some  com- 
ment on  her  refusal,  she  availed  herself  of 
his  assistance  as  silently  as  it  was  tendered ; 
and  followed  Sir  James  and  Lady  Dunbar 
to  the  waiting-room.  From  thence,  Sir 
James,  having  carefully  buttoned  up  his 
coat,  tied  a  silk  handkerchief  round  his 
throat,  and  drawn  on  a  pair  of  warm  gloves, 
sallied  forth  to  enquire  after  the  carriage. 

Sir  Patrick  now  suffered  Adda,  without 
opposition,  to  relinquish  his  arm,  and  took 
his  stand  immediately  fronting  her,  in  order 
to  rivet  his  prominent  dull  eyes  full  upoi^ 
her  face. 

<e  My  dear  cousin/'  whispered  Christina, 
<f  you  are  making  sad  havoc  in  poor  Sir 
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Patrick's  heart ! — Now  don't  look  so  very 
discouragingly  grave  about  it ! — I  assure 
you,  he  does  not  suspect  himself  of  being 
rude  : — he  never  means  to  be  rude,  except 
to  the  lady  of  the  house,  when  disappointed 
of  a  good  dinner.  If  you  were  not  un- 
doubtedly very  handsome,  he  would  not 
take  the  trouble  of  looking  at  you  an  in- 
stant. He  is  a  celebrated  critic  in  beautj', 
and  his  sanction  is  reckoned  a  great  feather 
in  a  lady's  cap." 

"  Ke  will  make  me,  then,"  cried  Adda, 
half  laughing,  "  hate  feathers  as  long  as  I 
live  !" 

The  entrance  into  the  room  of  a  fresh  party 
now  diverted  Christina's  attention  from  Sir 
Patrick,  and  induced  her  to  break  off  the 
dialogue.  To  her  glad  surprise,  one  of  the 
first  faces  her  eyes  glanced  upon  in  this  new 
group  was  that  of  her  brother  Talbot.  A 
lady  whom  he  was  conducting  to  her  car- 
riage, leaned  upon  his  arm ;  and  in  this 
lady,  Adela  instantly  recognized  the  fasti- 
dious young  beauty  she  had  seen  in  the 
morning  at  the  milliner's.  She  beheld  her 
again  with  the  same  prepossession  which 
her  uncommon  loveliness  had  at  tirst  ex- 
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cited  ;  and  her  eyes  were  involuntarily  fixed 
upon  her  countenance,  when,  in  her  turn^ 
she  beheld  herself  pointed  out  by  the  lady 
to  Talbot,  of  whom  she  seemed  to  be  en- 
quiring whether  he  knew  her.  Talbot, 
being  engaged  in  conversation,  had  till 
that  moment,  entirely  overlooked  the  whole 
party;  but  as  soon  as  he  perceived  Adela, 
knowing  her  again  instantly,  though  an  in- 
terval of  three  or  four  years  had  elapsed 
since  he  had  last  seen  her,  it  was  not  with- 
out an  evident  and  painful  struggle,  he 
forbore  quitting  the  lady  under  his  pro- 
tection, to  hasten  to  her  side.  Christina, 
whom  nothing  could  escape,  discerned  the 
conflict  in  his  mind,  arid  laughing  as  she 
watched  his  reluctant  departure. 

"  Whoever,"  cried  she,  <e  is  the  fair  ob- 
ject my  brother  is  escorting,  she  has  little 
reason  to  pride  herself  on  the  willingness 
of  his  attendance.  I  think  I  never  saw  a 
more  ungracious  servitor  !" 

"  Do  you  know,"  said  Adela.,  ff  who  the 
lady  is  ?" 

•tl  No,  my  dear  cousin,  for  I  am  only  al- 
lowed to  go  out  once  or  twice  in  a  season, 
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and  very  seldom  permitted  to  be  in  the 
room  when  mamma  sees  company.  But 
ask  sister  Barbara." 

Barbara  was  accordingly  applied  to ; 
she  had  retired,  however,  to  a  seat  apart 
from  her  companions,  and  affecting  titter 
contempt  of  every  thing  around  her,  seemed 
wrapt  in  profound  contemplation,  and 
totally  insensible  that  even  her  brother  had 
passed  throug-h  the  room. 

rr  Are  you  solving  a  problem,  sister  Bar- 
bara," cried  Christina,  "  or  studying  the 
most  becoming  attitude  for  a  picture  of  the 
Muse  of  Astronomy  ?" 

Barbara  deigned  no  answer,  but  waved 
her  hand  for  Christina  to  leave  her. 

"  "Heyday  !  what  is  the  matter  now  ? 
You  are  more  in  heroics,  my  poor  sister, 
than  ever  !  But  do  tell  me  honestly,  is  it 
not  a  shocking  punishment  to  you,  to  put 
on  all  this  abstraction,  and  to  sit,  by  way 
of  looking  sublime,  humdrum  in  a  corner, 
without  speaking  a  word,  or  raising  your 
eyes  from  the  carpet  ?  Amongst  all  the 
roasters  you  employ,  what  a  pity  it  is,  you 
!i  find  none  who  knows  how  to  teach  you 
the  art  of  being,  at  once,  merry  and  wise  !" 
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"  Should  he  not  give  you  lessons  also  ?" 
said  Adela,  significantly. 

"  Why,  perhaps,  it  might  be  as  well  he 
should.  And  which  of  the  sisters  do  you 
think.,  would  be  his  aptest  scholar  ?  The 
one  who  required  to  learn-  how  to  be  merry 
and  unaffected  ?  or  she  who  wanted  to  be 
taught  how  to  be  wise  and  circumspect  ?" 

Christina,  though  harshly  treated  by  her 
mother,  knew,  that  in  fact,  her  eldest  sister 
was  very  little  more  an  object  of  affection. 
Mrs.  Cleveland  had   renounced  over  Bar- 
bara  all  controul,    and  ceased  all  remon- 
strance;   but  less   from  confidence  in  her 
ability   to    avoid  incurring   ridicule,   than 
from  hopeless  disgust  at  her  stubborn  pre- 
sumption.    Of  Christina,   though  dissatis- 
fied with  her  exterior,  she  entertained  upon 
the  whole,   a  far  better  opinion  ;    she  ob- 
served in  her  a  warmer  heart,  brighter  na- 
tural perceptions,  and  infinitely  greater  pli- 
ability   of  temper.     Unwilling,   therefore, 
as  she  was,  to  take  sides  with  either,  yet, 
if  a  dispute  between  them  was  at  any  time 
referred  to  her  arbitration,  she  invariably 
decided  in  favour  of  the  youngest,  assign- 
ing for   it  as  a  reason,   that  though  both 
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might  be  wrong,  jet,  where  common-sense 
was  concerned,  not  even  a  child  in  leading- 
trings  could  be  so  egregiously  wrong  as  her 
unfortunate  Barbara.  Christina  was  aware 
of  this ;  and  that  she  did  not  usually  behave 
with  greater  rather  than  less  impertinence 
to  Barbara,  proceeded  more  from  the  gene- 
rosity of  her  own  disposition,  than  from 
the  smallest  doubt  of  complete  impunity. 

Sir  James  Dunbar  was  now  come  back 
to  announce  that  the  carriage  had  drawn  up ; 
and  his  unwieldy  brother  baronet  was  just 
stepping  forward  with  a  silently  renewed 
offer  of  hi?  arm  to  Adela,  when  Talbot  Cleve- 
land unexpectedly  re-appearing,  and  not 
peeling  Sir  Patrick's  design,  took  her 
hand  himself,  saying,  as  he  led  her  for- 
ward, 

"  How  rejoiced  I  am  again  to  see  you! 
and  to  see  you  looking  in  such  perfect 
health."  Then,  lowering  his  voice,  he 
added,  "  It  rains  furiously,  and  I  am  not 
without  hopes  that  Lady  Dunbar,  when  you 
are  placed,  and  she  sees  me  stand  dripping 
beside  her  ample  vehicle,  will  offer  me  a  seat 
in  it.  You  will  not  oppose  the  charitable 
proposition  fi  o  in  the  fear  of  alittle  crouding?" 
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(C  No,  believe  me,"  replied  Adda;  "  I 
only  wish  I  could  spare  you  the  preliminary 
dripping  !  Could  you  not  gain  admission 
upon  easier  terms  ?" 

"  I  should  scarcely  deserve  admission  at 
all.,  if  I  thought  any  terms  too  hard  to  ob- 
tain it." 

Lady  Dunbar  was  by  this  time  arrived 
at  the  coach-door,  and  perceiving  Talbot's 
unsheltered  situation,  compassionately  called 
out, 

"  Hoot  away,  my  good  young  gentleman  ! 
Nay  stand  parleying  there  in  a'  this  trou- 
bl'ous  weather  !  Gang  to  your  ain  carriage, 
or  step  quickly  into  this,  for  it  is  nay  meet 
for  man  or  beast  to  be  exposed  to  such  a 
deluge !" 

Talbot  required  no  second  invitation, 
but  springing  into  the  coach  the  moment 
she  was  seated,  he  placed  himself  between 
Adela  and  Christina,  and  was  admitted 
with  equal  good-humour  by  both. 
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CHAP.  V. 


HUMANITY. 

AT  Ibe  door  they  were  quitting,  just  as  the 
carriage  was  driving  away,  Sir  Patrick 
Harlcy  was  descried — (the  lamps  shedding 
a  dim  lustre  upon  his  blank  face) — looking 
with  grave  astonishment  after  the  prize  he 
had  lost,  and  pondering,  apparently,  upon 
the  manner  in  which  the  disappointment 
had  befallen  him  !  Christina,  laughing  im- 
moderately, kissed  her  hand  to  him,  and  Sir 
James  Dimbar,  with  no  great  disposition  to 
commisseration,  said, 

"  An*  he  seeks  not  some  better  place  of 
shelter,  the  glide  baronet  runs  meikle 
chance  of  practically  ascertaining  whether 
an  oyster  or  a  Dutchman  can  best  endure 
humidity  ?'' 

Christina,  who  though  she  loved,  also 
feared  her  brother,  was  alarmed  lest*  this 
observation  should  bring  on  enquiries  which 


TRAITS  OF  NATURE.  Ill 

vould  expose  to  his  knowledge  the  liberties 
of  speech  she  had  allowed  herself.  To 
avert  the  danger,  she  poured  upon  Talbot 
a  succession  of  questions  relating  to  him- 
self;— his  return  to  town,  and  his  coming 
to  the  same  theatre  with  themselves  without 
seeming  to  know  they  were  there.  When 
he  had  patiently  replied  to  each  of  these 
particulars,  she  suddenly  added, 

"  Who  was  the  young  lady,  brother,  you 
were  leading  to  her  carriage  ? — Miss  Cleve- 
land wants  to  know  as  well  as  myself  ;  and, 
I  suppose,  for  the  same  reason/' 

"  And  what  is  that  ?  ' 

"  The  lady's  beanty." 

ef  Did  Miss  Cleveland  tell  you  this  was 
her  reason  ?" 

"  No,  but  she  looked  it." 

"  li  is  remarkable,  that  the  lady  was 
singularly  inquisitive  about  her  name  also." 
•;  5'  And  did  you  satisfy  her  curiosity  as 
expeditiously  as  you  do  ours?'1 

"  I  had  no  opportunity,"  answered  he., 
laaghing,  "  of  satisfying  it  at  all." — A 
link-boy,  just  us  she  was  stepping  into 
her  carriage,  brought  his  torch  so  near  her 
face,  that  he  alarmed  her  very  much,  set  me 
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a  scolding,  and  drove  beautiful  ladies,  and 
their  names,  and  their  very  existence,  en- 
tirely out  of  our  remembrance  !" 

<f  But  here  is  no  link-boy,  my  dear  bro- 
ther, to  play  us  the  same  trick  !  So,  unless 
you  purposely  mean  to.  be  mysterious".. . 

"  I  mean,"  interrupted  he,  "  to  tell  you 
nothing  further  about  her  !  And  if  my  dear 
little  sister  had  been  as  quick  in  discern- 
ment on  this  occasion  as  I  have  known  her 
upon  most  others,  she  would  have  found 
out  my  intention  sooner  !" 

"  I  am  answered  !"  cried  Christina,  in  a 
tone  of  mock-humility — "  Pray,  brother, 
forgive  me,  and  till  I  see  the  beautiful  lady 
again,  I  will  do  so  no  more." 

"  That  binds  you  to  a  promise  of  longer 
forbearance  than  you  are  aware  of.  She 
leaves  town  to-morrow,  and,  probably,  for 
a  considerable  time." 

"  Meanwhile — I  wish  I  might  just  ven- 
ture to  ask  one  more  little  harmless  ques- 
tion !  It  has  nothing  to  do  with  her  name, 
I  assure  you." 

"  Well,— speak  plainly." 

"  Is  this  poor  dear  incognita  lady,  quite 
— quite — good  ?" 
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"  Is  she  a  woman  of  character,  do  you 
mean  ?" — 

"  Y — e — s!" 

ff  Of  character  so  unblemished — so  per- 
fectly above  suspicion,  that  I  should  not  be 
more  surprised  to  hear  her  censured  for  de- 
formity of  person,  than  glanced  at  for  de- 
formity of  mind  ! — And,  now,  let  the  sub- 
ject rest." 

The  three  young  ladies,  on  alighting  at 
General  Cleveland's,  repaired,  with  Talbot, 
into  the  drawing-room.  It  was  deserted  ; 
and  Barbara  enquired  of  a  servant,  whether 
her  mother  and  sister  were  come  home  ? 

"  Yes,  ma'am  ;  but  they  have  been  gone 
up  to  bed  some  time." 

"  I  am    astonished,"    cried     Christina, 
cc  that  Jemima's  curiosity  would  allow  her 
to  retire,    before  she  had  seen  Miss  Cleve- 
land !" 

"  We  may  reasonably  suppose/'  said 
Adela, ' '  that  she  felt  no  curiosity  about  me." 

"  Then  her  nature  is  marvellously  al- 
tered ;  for  hitherto,  nothing  can  have  ex- 
ceeded the  eagerness  she  has  shewn  to  look 
at  every  fresh  face  that  has  entered  the 
house.  I  have  known  her  play  at  hide-and- 
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seek  a  whole  morning,  to  catch  a  peep  at  a 
new  nursery-maid  ! — Now,  you  know,  a 
new  cousin  ought  to  be  reckoned  of  a  great 
deal  more  consequence,  than  a  new  perso- 
nage of  that  description." 

Adela  said,  she  heartily  forgave  Miss 
Jemima  if  she  was  not  of  that  opinion  ; 
lighted  her  candle,  and  bidding  Talbot  and 
his  sisters  good  night,  retired. 

Whilst  assisted  by  Amy  to  undress,  she 
heard  with  concern,  that  poor  Mademoi- 
selle Durocher  was  so  considerably  worse, 
that  it  had  been  thought  necessary  by  the 
housekeeper,  to  send  for  the  family  apothe- 
cary. 

"  And  he  very  foulish  man,"  continued 
Amy  ;  "  for  he  frighten  all  the  servants, 
and  make  them  think  they  die  if  they  go 
near  her  !" 

"  This  is  worse  than  foolish,  Amy — it  is 
mischievous  !  It  will  prevent  her  receiving 
proper  attendance." 

"  Ah,  no  ; — There  be  one,  two,  good 
Christians  among  them,  that  no  feel  afraid  : 
— and  me  no  afraid.  Me  been  sitting  in 
her  room  till  now." 

"  Can  she  speak  English  ?'* 
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t(  Bad  enough  ;  bad  as  me.  But  she  no 
wish  for  speaky.  She  groan  and  sigh  sadly ; 
and  hold  her  poor  head  ;  and  look  red,  and 
then  white  !  Oh,  she  very  bad  !  •  Me  tell 
you  what,  dear  Missy.  If  she  no  better 
to-morrow,  me  no  come  near  you,  for  fear  to 
make  you  catchy  all  her  illness  !" 

"1  shall  have  no  other  apprehension,  my 
excellent  Arny,  in  seeing  you  here,  than 
that  of  depriving  her  of  so  humane  an  at- 
tendant. Bring  me  the  earliest  account  you 
can  in  the  morning;  and  if  there  are  any 
little  comforts  which  you  think  I  can  afford 
to  furnish  her,  go  out  to-morrow,  and  buy 
them." 

Amy,  delighting  in  good  offices,  readily 
promised  obedience  to  this  charge,  and  then 
departed. 

Again,  in  her  little  check  bed, — which, 
with  the  rest  of  the  furniture  that  so  suitably 
accompanied  it,  remained  unaltered — Adela 
enjoyed  the  most  enviable  repose,  and 
awoke  not  till  Amy  appeared  in  the  morn- 
ing with  tidings  of  the  suffering  foreigner. 
These  were  of  the  most  alarming  nature — 

"  Ali,   dear  Missy/*    ciied  th**  < 
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sionating  negro,  "  the  poor  soul,  me  do  sadly 
fear,  will  die  !  She  never  get  no  sleep  all 
night ;  and  now,  she  in  so  bad  fever,  she 
talk  all  wild  and  strange,  and  she  refuse  all 
what  the  apothecary  say  she  must  take." 

"  Has  he  then,  seen  her  this  morning  al- 
readv?" 

J 

f<  No; — but  what  he  say  last  night  she 
must  take." 

4£  Adela,  benevolently  interested  for  a 
poor  stranger,  newly  arrived  in  a  house 
where  she  had  not  a  single  friend,  and 
reduced  by  illness  to  so  deplorable  a  con- 
dition, listened  to  these  details  with  un- 
feigned regret,  and  became  anxious  that 
Mrs.  Cleveland  should  be  apprized  of  her 
danger,  in  order  that  better  succour  might 
be  procured  for  her. 

On  descending  to  breakfast  in  the  Ge- 
neral's study,  she  found  him  already  there, 
reading  the  newspaper  near  a  window — 

"  My  kind  and  pleasant  visitor,"  cried 
he,  extending  to  her  his  hand,  "  you  are 
come,  I  hope,  as  yesterday,  and  as  I  wish 
you  to  do  every  day,  to  enliven  my  solitary 
breakfast?" 


TIlAITS  OF  NATURE.  117 


"  I  come  with  the  greater  confidence, 
dear  uncle,  because  you  were  so  good  as  to 
say  something  of  this  sort  before." 

cc  I  am  glad  I  did.  Ring,  therefore,  as 
lady  president  of  the  tea-table,  and  order 
whatever  is  wanting;  and  tell  me  how  you 
were  amused  at  the  play  last  night." 

After  satisfying  him  upon  this  subject, 
and  conversing  for  some  time  on  other  ge- 
neral topics,  she  mentioned  the  distressing 
state  of  the  new  governess. 

"  Poor  woman  !"  cried  he,  "'  I  am  very 
sorry  for  her.  She  ought  to  have  superior 
advice  to  that  of  a  common  apothecary. 
Take  a  sheet  of  paper,  my  dear,  and  I  will 
dictate  a  note  to  Dr.  S  -  ." 

Adela,  rejoicing  in  this  command, 
speedily  provided  herself  with  every  ma- 
terial for  writing,  and  then  asked  her  uncle 
what  she  should  say  ? 

He  was  on  the  point  of  telling  her,  when 
the  door  was  softly  opened,  and  a  youthful 
and  extremely  pretty  face  appeared  at  it, 
and  remained  smiling  and  stationary,  as  if 
waiting  for  an  invitation  to  advance. 

"  Well,  my  dear  Jemima,  why  don't  you 
come  in  ?"  cried  the  General. 
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f<;Dear  papa,"  in  a  coaxing  voice,  an- 
swered the  fair  intruder,  ff  I  did  not  know, 
as  you  seem  engaged,  whether  I  might ; 
yet  I  long  to  ask  you  hovv  you  do— I  long 
to  tell  you  how  impatient  I  was  to  get  home, 
and  how  anxious  I  am  for  an  introduction 
to  Mis^  Cleveland." 

Her  father  affectionately  embraced  her, 
and  the  introduction  for  which  she  express- 
ed such  eagerness,  immediately  ensued. 

"  Ye  are,"  said  he,  smiling,  "  to  be  rival 
beauties  this  spring;  but  not,  therefore,  I 
trust,  domestic  enemies." 

Jemima,  with  great  apparent  modesty, 
said,  that  the  rivaiship  of  which  he  spoke, 
could  never  take  place,  for  she  saw,  at  once, 
that  it  would  be  the  height  of  vanity  to 
pretend  to  any  competition." 

Then  relinquishing  the  General's  hand, 
and  taking  one  of  Adela's,  she  addressed 
her  as  her  dear  cousin,  and  hoped  that  they 
should  be  excellent  friends. 

Adela,  warm-hearted  as  she  was  by  na- 
ture, found  nothing  responsive  in  her  own 
n  to  this  ready  kindness.  She  was  one 
wbosc  impressions  were  lasting,  but  not 
sudden  :  too  much  profession,  on  the  part 
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of  a  stranger,  repelled  rather  than  attracted 
her ;  and  so  conscious  was  she  of  her  ina- 
bility to  keep  pace  with  their  effusions,  that 
whenever  any  such  were  poured  upon  her, 
the  contrast  they  formed  with  ner  own  in- 
voluntary reserve,  always  iiiied  her  with  an 
uneasy  sensation  of  self-reproach. 

Jemima  Cleveland,  however,  appeared 
not  to  notice  or  resent  her  backwardness. 
She  alternately  addressed  her  or  the  General 
with  the  most  insinuating  sweetness  ;  asked 
if  she  had  yet  made  acquaintance  with  ' c  the 
enchanting  little  Laura  ?"  and  the  instant 
after  calling  her  the  most  perfect  beauty 
she  had  ever  seen,  she  added,  with  an  ap- 
pearance of  undesigning  simplicity, 

te  How  extraordinary  it  is,  that  you 
should  be  so  much  more  like  her,  Miss 
Cleveland,  than  her  own  sisters  !" 

The  General,  regarding  Adela  with  com- 
placency, seemed  infinitely  more  gratified 
by  this  compliment,  than  the  person  to 
whom  it  was  addressed. 

"  Ah,  papa,"  cried  Jemima,  smiling, 
"  you  may  well  look  at  my  cousin  with 
that  air  of  conscious  satisfaction  !  You 
know  very  well,  that  her  beauty,  as  well  as 
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Laura's,  is  that  of  the  Cleveland  family, 
which  has  always  been  celebrated  for  the 
number  of  its  handsome  men  and  women." 

"  My  dear  Jemima,"  said  the  General, 
patting  her  cheek,  (<  you  are  come  back  in 
a  prodigiously  favourable  disposition  to- 
wards us  all  !  I  suspect  you  have  been 
taking  lessons  at  Hampton,  of  some  insi- 
nuating lover,  in  the  art  of  saying  agreeable 
things." 

Just  then,  Christina  abruptly  entering, 
•with  a  face  full  of  business,  eagerly  ex- 
claimed, 

"  Oh,  good  Lord  !  there  is  the  very 
deuce  and  all  to  pay  up  stairs  !  In  the  first 
place,  Jemima,  mamma  is  exceedingly  angry 
with  you,  for  coming  down  here  to  break- 
fast without  saying  a  word  to  her  of  your 
intention ;  and  you  may  depend  upon  re- 
ceiving a  famous  good  lecture.  In  the  next 
place,  we  are  all  to  leave  the  house  in  an 
hour's  time!  My  poor  dear  governess  is 
ho..ihly  ill,  and  the  apothecary  who  has 
just  been  here  says  that  her  fever  is  in- 
fectious, and  'l.reatens  every  body  who 
breathes  the  same  air,  with  death  and  de- 
struction !" 
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"  Good  heaven  !     Is  this  account  true  ?" 
cried  Jemima,  looking  aghast. 

"  True  as  the  fright  it  has  throvn  ;o:i 
into,  my  dear  sister !  But  the  panic  of 
mamma  surpasses  any  thing;  you  can  form 
an  idea  of.  You  know  the  horror  she  has 
of  contagious  disorders.  I  do  believe,  she 
already  figures  to  herself  poor  little  Laura 
attacked  hy  every  mortal  symptom  under 
heaven.  She  has  sent  for  her  down  into 
the  drawing-room,  where,  sitting  with  every 
window  open,  she  has  sprinkled  her  clothes 
with  Thieves  vinegar;  stuffed  a  bag  of 
camphire  down  her  bosom,  and  forbidden 
her  to  go  within  a  yard  of  the  landing- 
place.  The  coach  is  actually  ordered,  and 
we  are  to  set  out  for  my  aunt's  at  Hampton, 
as  soon  as  the  necessary  preparations  can  be 
completed." 

ec  How  intolerably  disagreeable  a  plan  !" 
cried  Jemima,  forgetting  her  assumed  soft- 
ness,  and  speaking  with   genuine  asperity, 
"  why  can't  the  odious  governess  be  re-  ' 
moved  to  a  lodging?" 

te  Poor  soul !  don't  call  her  odious  now," 
Jemima,  for  I  assure  you,   I  believe  she  is 
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almost  at  death's  door  !  It  is  impossible  to 
move  her  in  such  a  state." 

"  I  wish  with  all  my  heart  she  had  never 
entered  the  house !  Another  dull  visit  at 
Hampton  will  quite  kill  me  !  Besides,  how 
is  my  aunt  to  find  room  for  us  all  ?  We 
shall  be  packed  together  like  bees  in  a  hive; 
she  will  be  out  of  humour  the  whole  time 
we  are  there ;  and  I  dare  say,  as  soon  as  we 
arrive,  it  will  begin  raining,  and  never 
cease  till  we  return." 

"  How  fertile  an  imagination  you  have, 
Jemima,  in  devising  possible  evils!"  ob- 
served the  General.  r<  But  let  us  go  to 
your  mother,  and  enquire  into  the  exact 
state  of  the  case." 

He  was  then  proceeding  towards  the 
uoor,  when  Mrs.  Cleveland,  and  presently 
after,  Talbot,  and  his  eldest  sister  ap- 
peared. 

"  What  are  we  all  to   do,    General?" 

* 

cried  she,  in  great  commotion,  "  have  you 
heard  how  horrid  a  predicament  we  are 
thrown  into  ?  Governesses,  whether  sick  or 
\rell,  are  the  plagues  of  one's  existence  ! 
I  never  admitted  one  into  the  house  yet, 
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did  rvot,  in  some  way  or  other,  turn 
out  a  source  of  disturbance  !  Either  their 
characters  have  been  misrepresented,  and 
they  have  proved  worthless  and  intriguing  ? 
or  their  tempers  have  been  insupportable, 
or  they  have  given  themselves  such  fine- 
lady  airs,  that  they  disdained  half  the  duties 
of  their  place  !  Upon  my  honour,  I  am  sick 
of  the  whole  race,  and  would  give  anybody 
&  premium,  who  could  find  out  a  way  of 
doing  entirely  without  them  !  But,  tell 
me,  don't  you  think  it  will  be  better  to 'get 
Laura,  and,  indeed,  ourselves,  removed 
from  this  pestilential  air  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible?" 

"Children,"  said  the  General,  ""catch  infec- 
tion so  easily,  that  it  may  certaiuly  be  expedi- 
ent to  send  Laura  away  without  loss  of  time. 
But  I  am  by  no  means  equally  convinced 
of  the  necessity  of  clearing  the  house  of 
all  its  maturer  inhabitants.  Many  precau- 
tions might  be  used  to  guard  against  con- 
tagion ;  and  such  arrangements  might  be 
made  as  should  render  it  perfectly  safe  for 
you  and  the  three  elder  girls  to  remain 
where  you  are."  •_  i»/3o  ! 

"  How  unfeelingly  you  talk,  General  \ 
•  2 
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Hut  I  am  well  aware,  that  if  Laura  can 
be  secured,  that  would  be  quite  sufficient 
for  yqur  tender  heart!  However,  anxious 
as  I  am  to  preserve  her,  you  may  depend 
upon  it  I  shall  not  be  less  anxious  to  pre- 
serve my  other  children,  and  myself,  from 
the  noxious  atmosphere  of  this  lazar-house  ! 
I  strongly  recommend  your  quitting  it 
yourself." 

"  Very  fortunately,"  said  the  General, 
smiling,  "  I  am  under  an  engagement  to 
leave  town  to-morrow  for  a  week." 

"  But  you  will  not  sleep  here  to-night  ?" 

"  I  shall  most  assuredly." 

"  Indeed  you  are  much  to  blame.  But 
.it  were  vain  for  me  to  oppose  it;  I  can 
only  repeat  to  you  my  advice  not  to  run 
such  a  risk;  and  remind  you,  that  as  my 
sister's  house  at  Hampton  is  so  small,  it 
b(  comes  encumbent  upon  you  to  think  of 
some  other  place  where  Miss  Cleveland  can 
be  received." 

(  I  protest,  I   don't,  at  this  moment  re- 
collect where  upon  earth  I  can  send  her  ! 
Somci  villes  are  not  yet  in  town,  and 
is  unacquainted  with  every  other  family 
in  London. — Who  can  we  apply  to?" 
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"  My  dearest  uncle/'  said  Adela,  dis- 
tressed to  find  herself  so  troublesome  a  per- 
sonage to  dispose  of,  "  let  me  stay  where  I 
am  ;  I  have  no  fears  of  infection,  and 
would  infinitely  prefer  remaining  in  the 
house  by  myself,  to  causing  you  any  sort  of 
perplexity." 

"  My  son/'  said  Mrs.  Cleveland,  with 
precipitation,  "  would  be  here  to  protect 
you  !  lie  has  already  declared  his  determi- 
nation of  keeping  possession  of  his  accus- 
tomed room." 

"  But    I    could    easily/'    cried    Talbot, 

ashamed    nf  ifip   nr»*n !•'•"••>  «"•<!»  — 1*: 

was  spoken,  "  obtain  a  bed  at  some  friend's." 

"  No,  no;"  said  his  father,  (C  we  cannot 
think  of  allowing  my  niece  to  continue 
here;  but  the  difficulty  is,  what  to  fix  upon 
that  would  be  more  eligible." 

At  that  moment,  Julius,  whose  knock  at 
the  street  door  had  been  disregarded  or  un- 
heard by  the  perplexed  family-party,  walked 
into  the  room. 

(f  Why,  here's  a  committee  of  the  whole 
house  assembled  in  grave  debate  !"  cried 
he,  "  what  the  deuce  are  you  all  caballing 
about  ?" 
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The  General  briefly  informed  him;  add- 
ing— 

"  You  are  come  at  a  lucky  moment  to 

assist  us  with  your  advice  about  Adel^f" 

"  I  believe  I  am  !"  said  he,  significantly 
"my  opinion  is,  that  the  business  would 
have  ended,  in  her  being  left  here  to  ta-ke 
her  chance  for  her  life  with  the  household 
cats  !  But  cats,  you  know,  are  better  pro- 
vided with  lives,  than  pretty  girls ;  so  I 
shall  take  Adela,  and  her  one  little  harm- 
less spark  of  vitality  under  my  own  care !" 
"  An  excellent  resolution,"  said  Mrs. 

'and  ;    "  but  where   will    you  place 

. 

v>  .  moment's  hesitation,  he  coolly 

. — 

"  In  i .  d  Street — at  my  father's." 

Nobody  opposed  this  decision,  yet  al\ 
were  intcruahj  surprised  at  it,  and  the 
heart  of  Ariel*  beat  quick  with  undefined 
emotion  on  hearing  it  suggested." 

*'  And  now,"  continued  Julius,  "  since 
\ve  are  talking  of  Adela's  going  to  my 
father's,  1  should  be  happy  to  hear,  my 
much  honoured  uncle,  if  you  have  no  ob- 
jection to  io form  me,  what  might  be  thi 
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weighty  affair,  which  compelled  you  to 
kave  Bath  in  such  prodigious  haste,  and 
which  reduced  me  to  the  alternative  of 
leotibg  my  sister  in  your  deserted  lodgings, 
or  of  introdiui  ig  her,  at  a  time  when  my 
father  v. •«*  too  ill  to  see  her,  into  his  melan- 
choly mansion  !" 

The  General  was  too  much  accustomed 
to  the  plain  and  untemporizing  manner  in 
which  Julius  was  wont  to  speak,  either  to 
resent,  or  to  wonder  at  this  blunt  demand, 
Yet,  .he  seemed  somewhat  embarrassed  how 
to  answer,  him  satisfactorily,  and  after  a  few 
moment's  hesitation,  said — 

"I  quitted  Bath  in  consequence  of  a 
letter  written  to  remind  me  of  an  engage- 
ment, a  very  particular  engagement,  whicfc 
— which  had  escaped  my  memory." 

Julius  laughed,  and  looking  expressively 
at  his  aunt,  saidp  npu§  ?.,«.«••• 

'•'  How  do  you  altofe«!i<*Mrpprove  these 
•aery  particular  secret  engagements  ?  Hey, 
my  dear  madam  ?" 

Mrs.  Cleveland,  deeply  colouring,  and 
regarding  her  suspected  lord  and  master 
•with  the  haughtiest  resentment,  as  if  stung 
by  the  remembrance  of 'some  past  injury, 

G4 
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or  the  apprehension  of  others  that  were  to 
come,  austerely  replied  to  this  provoking 
interrogatory — 

"  I  leave  the  General  ta  the  admonitions 
of  his  own  conscience  !  It  is  long  since  he  has 
been  importuned  with  any  from  these  lips  !" 

"Come,  come,  Julius/'  cried  his  uncle, 
"  I  forbid  all  these  mischievous  inuendoes; 
mischievous,  at  least,  in  their  effects  upon 
Mrs.  Cleveland,  who,  as  you  may  perceive, 
is  always  ready  to  admit  unfavourable  im- 
pressions." 

The  General  was  an  easy-tempered,,  gay, 
and  not  very  acutely-feeling,  man  of  fa- 
shion. Sensible  of  many  provocations  his 
disposition  to  gallantry  had  given  his  lady, 
and  aware,  perhaps,  that  her  causes  of  re- 
sentment were  not,  even  at  the  present 
moment,  without  foundation,  he  submit- 
ted to  her  censures,  when  not  to  be  escaped, 
with  patience  and  humility ;  but  sought 
every  means  of  avoiding  them,  and  was 
alike  uninfluenced  by  their  asperity  or 
their  kindness.  The  system  of  his  life 
srcmed  to  be,  by  words  and  looks  at  least, 
if  not  by  actions,  to  keep  all  with  whom  he 
a-Mx-iati-d  in  good  humour  with  him,  by  en- 
deavouring to  keep  them  so  with  themsi 
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Julius,  satisfied  with  the  passing  cloud 
he  had  raised,  and  well  pleased  at  once  to 
have  tormented  his  aunt,  and  punished  his 
uncle  for  his  ill-timed  defection  of  Adela, 
now  suffered  the  business  to  rest,  and  asked 
Mrs.  Cleveland  when  she  meant  to  leave 
town  ? 

"  I  wait  but  to  hear  that  every  thing  is 
ready,"  answered  she,  "and  shall  then  set 
out  without  a  moment's  delay." 

"But  who,"  enquired  Talbot,  "is  the 
man  by  whom  all  this  fearful  alarm  has 
been  excited  ?  A  mere  consequential,  con- 
ceited little  apothecary,  who,  perhaps,  un- 
derstands nothing  of  his  patient's  complaint, 
and  may  be  exaggerating  all  her  symptoms 
to  encrease  his  own  credit  if  she  recovers 
An  experienced  and  regular  physician 
should  be  called  in." 

"Now  pray,  Talbot/'  cried  his  mother, 
"don't  be  so  officious  and  inconsiderate  !  — 
The  woman's  illness  wilf  be  attended  with 
quite  inconveniences  enough,  without  en- 
tailing upon  us  the  expense  of  feeing  phy- 
sicians and  rurwiing  up  a  long  apothecary's 
bill  besides  !  Mr.  Smithson,  the  man  who 
now  prescribes  for  her,  has  always  attended 
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our  people  when  any  of  them  have  been  ill ; 
and,  for  aught  that  ever  I  heard,  manages 
them  exceedingly  well." 

Talbot  looked  down,  and  bit  his  lips : 
Julius  cast  an  intelligible  look  towards  his 
sister,  who  turned  away,  ashamed  to  meet 
his  eye ;  the  General  whistled  a  march,  and 
strolled  to  the  window — and  Christina, 
seizing  the  opportunity,  when  every  body 
was  silent,  to  urge  a  request  she  had  been 
meditating  the  last  ten  minutes,  went  up  to 
her  mother,  and  said — 

"  Mamma,  if  my  cousin  Julius  will  ad- 
mit me,  might  not  I  stay  behind  in  Hert- 
ford Street  with  his  sister  ?" 

"  On  what  account  ?"  said  Mrs.  Cleve- 
land, "  I  donl  at  all  understand  the  motive 
of  this  demand." 

""Why,  you  know,  mamma,  I  have  two 
or  three  masters  who  come  to  me  twice  in 
the  week  when  I  am  in  town,  but  certainly, 
will  hardly  take  tfee '  trouble  of  trudging 
after  me  to  Hampton.  In  Hertford  Street, 
they  could  just  as  well' attend  me  as  here, 
if  I  only  wrrtc  to  them  a  note  by  the  post." 

"This  solicitude  about  your  masters," 
Mrs.  Cleveland,  smiling,  "  is  some- 
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thing  perfectly  new !— However,  if  your 
two  causins  have  no  objection  to  being 
troubled  with  you,  you  have  my  full  leave 
to  stay.'*  3X 

Julius,  with  whom  the  little  girl  \vas  a 
great  favorite,  declared  he  should  be  ex- 
tremely glad  of  her  company;  and  Adela, 
with  equal  cordiality,  repeated  the  same 
assurance. 

"  Dear  mamma/'  cried  Christina,  in  the 
wildest  transport,  ffonly  think  what  an  ex- 
cessive relief  to  you  and  my  poor  aunt,  this 
arrangement  will  be  !  You  would  net  have 
known,  in  her  nut-shell  of  a  house,  how  to 
dispose  of  me  for  a  single  hour  in  the  day. 
You  know  she  has  no  spare  room  in  which 
I  could  have  been  sent  to  do  iny  lessons ;  I 
must  have  been  in  your  way  from  morning 
tifl  night;  and  every  time  I  spoke,  my  aunt 
would  have  complained,  I  distracted  her 
weak  head;  and  every  time  I  moved,  you 
would  have  said,  I  was  the  most  trouble- 
some little  creature  in  the  universe." 

"  All  this  is  extremely  probable,"  cried 
her  mother ;  ' '  and  I  wish  Miss  Cleveland 
and  Julius  may  have  no  reason  to  say  the 
same  thing." 

•  6 
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She  then,  followed  by  her  two  eldest 
daughters  left  the  room;  and  Adela,  being 
told  by  her  brother  that  he  would  walk 
with  her  to  Hertford  Street  immediately,  if 
she  would  go  up  and  get  ready,  hastened 
to  her  own  apartment,  accompanied  by 
Christina,  and  rang  to  give  Amy  directions 
about  packing'. 

A  young  woman  who  was  an  assistant  in 
the  nursery,  and  was  likewise  an  occasional 
attendant  upon  the  Miss  Clevelands,  an- 
swered her  bell. 

"I  wished  to  speak  to  my  own  maid," 
<<aid  Adda, 

"She  is  in  Mam'selPs  room.  Ma'am; 
and  she  desired  me  to  wait  upon  you,  if  you 
please,  in  her  stead,  for  she  is  afraid  of 
bringing  poor  Mam'sell's  disorder  to  you." 

'I  fear,"  cried  Adela,  "  my  kind  and 
worthy  Amy  runs  great  risk  herself." 

tf  Is  there  no  nurse  provided  r"  enquired 
Christi: 

r  Not  at  present,  Miss  ;  but  I  suppose 
the  housekeeper  will  receive  orders  to  send 
for  one." 

Adela,  now,  with  a.  pencil  wrote  a  short 
note  to  Amy,  earnestly  exhorting  her  not 
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to  expose  herself  to  greater  danger  or  fa- 
tigue than  could  possibly  be  avoided  ;  pro- 
fessing the  warmest  admiration  of  her  dis- 
interested benevolence  ;  and  requesting  her,, 
when  she  was  at  leisure,  to  pack  up  such  an 
assortment  of  her  apparel.,  as  might  be  re- 
quisite for  an  absence  of  a  few  days.  She 
informed  her  whither  she  was  going,  and 
said,  she  would  send  for  the  clothes  in  the 
evening. 

This  note,  she  entrusted  for  delivery  to 
the  young  woman  who  had  made  so  civil  an 
offer  of  her  services ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
presented  to  her  a  trifling  donation. 

Mrs.  Cleveland's  carriage  was  now  at  the 
door,  and  she  and  her  daughters  were  in 
all  the  bustle  of  immediate  departure. 
Adela  took  leave  of  them  on  the  drawing- 
room  landing-place,  where  Jemima,  in  a 
whisper,  said  to  her — 

"  Oh,  pity  me,  dear  cousin  !  for  you 
know  not  to  how  dull  a  purgatory  I  am 
going  !" 

Christina,  all  joyful  alertness,  drew 
Adela  away  before  she  could  make  any  an- 
swer; Julius  gave  to  each  an  aim,  and 
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they  immediately  set  forward  on  their  walk 
to  Hertford  Street. 

"  \  wonder/'  said  Adela,  as  they  quitted 
the  house,  "when  I  shall  be  permitted  to 
inhabit  the  same  mansion  for  more  than 
three  days  !  I  have  lately  seemed  to  be  per- 
petually trying  new  residences,  and  new 
faces." 

"  I  will  say  nothing  about  the  different 
faces  you  may  meet  with,"  said  Christina  ; 
"but  the  accommodations  of  any  other 
abode  may  easily  equal  those  you  enjoyed  at 
my  father's." 

"  Oh,  I  promise  you  an  excellent  apart- 
ment** cried  Julius. — "You  shall  have  the 
room  which  Elinor  occupied  before  she  was 
married ;  and  our  little  Christy  shall  have 
the  one  next  to  it,  which  belonged  formerly 
to  Alicia.  But  in  all  other  respects,  your 
expectations  must  be  humble  in  proportion 
to  my  circumscribed  means  of  treating  you 
with  splendour.  I  have  no  regular  cook, 
but  when  I  chance  to  dine  at  home,  an  old 
woman  who  has  the  care  of  the  house,  broils, 
burns,  or  smokes  me  a  beef-steak — which- 
ever mny  happen — and  sends  me  up  three 
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or  four  taw,  or  broken  potatoes.  I  have 
no  carriage  or  man-servant,  except  a  valet, 
and  a  groom ;  the  former,  if  you  should 
ask  him  to  go  on  an  errand,  is  too  fine  to  do 
you  that  honour  ;  and  the  latter,  too  igno~ 
rant  and  stupid.  But  the  old  woman  must 
get  a  niece,  or  a  daughter,  or  a  cousin,  to 
come  in  and  help  her ;  and  we  must  brush 
up  Joe,  the  groom,  and  try  to  fit  him  for 
the  supreme  dignity  of  wailing  upon  you  at 
table,  and  throwing  coals  upon  your  fire." 

"  Oh,  I  dare  say  that  Joe,  the  groom, 
and  the  old  woman,"  cried  Christina,  "•  will 
perform  their  parts  delightfully.  ,  But  I 
should  have  no  objection  at  all  to  cook  my 
own  dinner  !  It  would  be  a  very  entertaining 
employment ;  and  there  seems  no  vanity  in 
thinking,  I  should  succeed  quite  as  well  as 
the  burning,  and  smoaking  lady  of  whom 
you  make  such  honourable  mention." 

"No,  no/'  said  Julius;  "let  her  keep 
her  office ;  for  when  she  has  spoilt  my  mqat, 
I  can  at  least  have  the  comfort  of  scolding 
and  swearing  at  her  :  whereas,  if  you  shri- 
velled it  up  to  a  cinder,  I  should  be  forced, 
in  common  civility,  to  say  it  was  very  good, 
and  to  gulp  it  down  without  a  murmur." 
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They  were  now  arrived  in  Hertford  Street, 
and  Adela  again  entered  a  house  belonging 
to  her  father — the  very  house  in  which  she 
was  horn — in  which  her  mother  had  once 
acfed  as  mistress,  but  whence  that  mother 
had  so  disgracefully  effected  her  flight  ! — 
These  thoughts  cast  a  depression  over  her 
countenance,  the  cause  of  which  Julius 
better  comprehended  than  did  their  lively 
little  companion;  who,  whilst  skipping 
through  the  spacious,  but  deserted  apart- 
ments, from  time  to  time  regarded  Adela 
with  surprised  concern,  and,  at  length, 
ventured  to  say — 

"  WJiat  is  it,  dear  cousin,  that,  all  at 
once,  has  made  you  look  so  melancholy?  I 

J 

wish  you  would  brighten  up  a  little,  and 
let  me  tell  you  some  of  the  odd  fancies  that 
have  just  darted  into  my  head  !" 

"  Do  tell  them,  my  dear  Christina  ;  they 
will  do  me  good/' 

"  Well,  then  ;  you  know  fairy-tales  are 
forbidden  pleasures  in  all  modern  school- 
rooms. Mrs.  Barbould,  and  Mrs.  Trim- 
mer, and  Miss  Edgworlh,  and  an  hundred 
others,  have  written  good  little  books  for 
children,  which  have  thrown  poor  Mother 
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Goose,  and  the  Arabian  Nights,  quite  out 
of  favour; — at  least,  with  papas  and  mam- 
mas. But  naughty  young-  masters  and 
misses,  if  they  can  get  at  them,,  still  read 
these  old  condemned  vagaries :  and,  between 
friends,  I  must  honestly  own,  that  /  have 
been  one  of  the  number.  Now,  the  sight 
of  these  great  rooms,  and  our  possessing 
the  entire  range  arid  dominion  over  them, 
put  me  immensely  in  mind  of  some  of  the 
Fairy-tale  heroines  I  have  met  with,  who, 
being  turned  adrift  into  huge  palaces,  wan- 
dered about  without  beholding  a  single 
living  creature  ; — yet,  had  all  their  wants 
supplied,  and  even  their  wishes  anticipated 
by  invisible  hands.  And,  at  last,  when 
they  least  expected  it,  found  themselves 
politely  welcomed  by  some  shaggy,  but 
courteous  monster,  who,  seeing  himself 
rising  into  favour,  in  spite  of  his  ugliness, 
suddenly  resumes  his  natural  shape,  and 
proves  to  be  a  resplendent  beau,  all  over 
diamonds  and  rubies,  and  wearing  a  magni- 
ficent crown  upon  his  poor  empty  head  !" 

As  she  finished  her  speech,  Wasp,  the 
favourite  dog  of  Julius  walked  gravely  into 
the  room.,  as  if  to  reconnoitre  the  new 
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comers,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  greet  hi§ 
master's  return. 

"  Here  is  jour  disguised  beau,  Chris- 
tina!" cried  Julius.  "  This,  no  doubt,  is 
the  gentleman.,  who,  when  he  has  cast  his 
coat,  means  to  deposit  his  rubies  and  hi* 
crown  at  your  feet." 

"  He  is  not  quite  meek  and  submissive 
enough  in  his  first  approaches,  to  encourage 
such  an  idea,"  observed  Christina,  shrinking 
back  a  little  apprehensively.  <e  However, 
we  shall  see  :  there  are  probably  different 
tempers  amongst  these  concealed  admirers  ; 
and  this  gentleman's  may,  by  nature,  be 
somewhat  of  a  surly  cast." 

By  degrees,  the  thoughtfulness  and  gra- 
vity of  Adela,  gave  place  to  greater  cheer- 
fulness, and  she,  once  more,  rejoiced  Chris- 
tina by  the  sight  of  a  smile,  and  gratified 
her  brother  by  shewing  a  disposition  to  be- 
come reconciled  to  her  new  abode.  He 
spent  with  his  youthful  guests  the  greater 
part  of  the  day ;  was  solicitous  for  their 
comfort;  sociable,  affectionate,  and  per- 
fectly good-humoured;  and  Adela,  with 
every  passing  minute,  felt  her  grateful 
heart  more  cordially  drawn  towards  him. 
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In  the  evening,  when  she  sent  to  General 
Cleveland's  for  her  clothes,  the  messenger 
who  brought  them,  delivered  to  her  the 
following  note  : 

'"  Honerd  Missy, 

"THE  pore  govern-ass  is  no  beter.  Massa 
Tallbut  C  lev  land  hav  sint  for  a  doctur. 
The  doclur  no  think  her  sickness  catchin. 
The  houskeper  hav  sint  for  a  nurs.  She 
can't  come  til  to-morro.  Al  your  things 
wil  be  rite,  me  believ,  an  remain,  honerd, 
deare  Missy, 

"  Yours  to  command, 

"  AMV  PRICE/' 


Adela  was  much  pleased  with  this  proof 
of  Talbot's  attentive  benevolence,  and  sin- 
cerely glad  to  find  that  the  invalid's  dis- 
order was  supposed  to  be  less  dangerous  to 
.those  about  her  than  had  at  first  been  ap- 
prehended. She  communicated  both  pieces 
of  intelligence  to  her  brother  and  Christina. 

"  I  was  sure/'  cried  the  latter,  '"'  from 
what  passed  this  morning,  that  Talbot 
would  not  suffer  the  day  to  end  without 
procuring  a  pbyakiaii  to  visit  the  poor 
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soul.     He  has  done  a   thousand   of  these 
considerate  and  generous  actions." 

"  Talbot  is  the  best,  I  verily  believe,,  of 
the  whole  Cleveland  generation/'  observed 
Julius ;  "  no  disparagement  to  you,  my 
girls,  for  I  mean  of  the  male  generation. 
But  it  is  astonishing  where  he  picked  up  so 
much  worthiness,  and  how  he  finds  the 
means  to  exercise  it  so  practically.  He  lias 
a  gay,  and  still  a  young  father,  who  scorns 
to  spare  more  from  himself  for  the  luxuries 
of  his  son,  than,  in  decency,  is  indispensible; 
and  he  has  friends,  who,  every  now  and 
then,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  avail  ihpin- 
selves  of  his  open-heartedness  to  borrow 
from  him  without  mercy  ;  yet,  I  believe, 
he  never  is  in  debt,  and  I  am  certain  he  is 
never  deaf  to  the  voice  of  distress.^ 

Christina  was  touched  almost  to  tears, 
by  this  high,  yet  deserved  encomium  on  a 
brother  whom  she  had  so  much  reason  to 
love  and  to  respect ;  and  Adela  listened 
with  delighted  conviction  to  the  praises  of 
one  wliom  she  had,  long  since,  so  truly 
learnt  to  value. 

Nearly  a  week  elapsed,  during  which 
Mis.  Cleveland's  terrors  of  infection  re- 
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maiiied  in  full  force.  Yet  the  physician's 
oj)  in  ion,  that  the  governess's  was  no  case  of 
the  nature  which  she  apprehended,  had 
been  communicated  to  her  ;  and  she  was 
perfectly  aware  that  the  servants  left  behind 
had  escaped  all  mischief.  Whatever  hep 
reasons  might  be,  however,  she  still  chose 
to  continue  aloof;  nor  was  it  till  she  heard 
the  sufferer's  delirium  had  entirely  ceased, 
that  she  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  fix  any 
time  for  her  return. 

Adela  heard  not  with  great  satisfaction, 
that  this  moment  was,  at  length,  approach- 
ing. Every  thing  had  conspired  to  render 
her  residence  in  Hertford  Street  infinitely 
preferable  to  her  abode  at  her  uncle's. 
The  kindness  of  her  brother  knew  no  abate- 
ment, and  his  love  of  home  became  greater 
than  at  any  former  period.  Adela's  talents 
amused  him ;  her  temper  and  conversation 
were  alike  attractive  to  him  ;  her  sisterly 
affection  conciliated  his  own  warmest  fra- 
ternal regard  ;  and  there  was  a  purity  in 
her  principles,  and  a  gentle  steadiness  in  her 
conduct,  that  called  forth  his  utmost  esteem. 
Christina,  divested  of  much  of  her  habitual 
flippancy,  contributed  her  due  share  towards 
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their  contentment.  She  looked  up  to  Adeia 
as  the  first  of  human  beings,  and  contracted 
for  her  so  animated  an  attachment.,  that  no 
temptation  upon  earth  would  have  induced 
her  to  say  a  blunt  or  a  sarcastic  thing  to 
her.  She  sought,  and  diligently  observed 
her  counsels;  was  pliant  in  her  hands  as  a 
docile  child  in  those  of  a  judicious  mother; 
aimed  at  her  approbation  as  the  highest  re- 
ward, and  repeatedly  declared,  that  if  she 
could  but  succeed,  even  in  the  remotest  de- 
gree, in  becoming  like  her,  either  in  man- 
ners or  disposition,  her  utmost  ambition 

1J    V  t'tl     J 

would  be  gratified. 
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NE  morning,  whilst  alone  with  his  sister, 

gravely  co  versing  with  her  on  the  subject 
of  their  father,  Julius,  whose  concern  at 
the  prejudice  entertained  against  her,  daily 
en  creased,  suddenly  exclaimed, 

"  Upon  my  honour,  by  thus  estranging 
you  from  his  house,  my  father  has  a  great 
deal  to  answer  for,  not  only  on  your  ac- 
count, but  on  mine.  He  often  complains 
of  my  extravagance,  and  remonstrates  against 
my  love  of  dissipation.  But  what  is  there 
in  such  a  home  as  this,  unenlivened  by  the 
presence  of  either  sisters  or  mother,  to  make 
me  domestic  ?  When  in  town,  he  has  many 
engagements  himself  ;  and  occasionally, 
also,  he  collects  round  his  own  table,  a  party 
of  men,  his  cotemporaries  in  age,  and  emu- 
lators in  gravity.  I  slip  away  from  these 
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solemn  personages  as  soon  as  decorum  will 
permit,  and  ask  myself,  as  I  leave  the  house 
in  search  of  better  amusement,  how  much 
longer  .1  could  have  borne  their  heavy 
political  discussions  without  falling  fast 
a-leep  ?  At  other  times,  the  apprehension  of 
the  gout,  induces  my  father  to  decline  every 
invitation,  and  to  shut  himself  up  from  all 
his  friends  for  a  week  or  ten  days.  I  then 
often  sacrifice  to  him  my  own  gayest 
schemes  ;  and  we  dine,  tdte-d-t&e,  upon 
chicken-broth,  and  bread-pudding.  When 
this  savoury  repast  is  over,  and  he  has  com- 
mented a  sufficient  time  upon  the  amount 
of  my  last  draft  on  his  banker,  he  falls  into 
a  gentle  dose,  and  I  effect  a  gentle  retreat, 
and  we  see  no  more  of  each  other  till  the 
following  day.  Now,  ask  yourself,  Adela, 
whether  this  is  the  description  of  a  home 
that  can  be  very  inviting  to  a  young  man  ? 
You  can  bear  me  witness,  that  since  your 
abode  here,  I  have  shewn  no  such  impa- 
tience to  decamp  :  but  society  I  must  have  ; 
arid  if  my  father  provides  for  me,  under  bis 
own  roof,  no  companions  younger  than  him- 
.«elf,  or  much  brighter  than  Sir  Patrick 
Harley,  he  can  have  no  reason  to  expect  I 
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should  abstain  from  repairing  to  whatever 
scenes  yield  me  more  entertainment." 

"  If  all  this  is  the  case,  my  poor  Julius," 
said  Adela,  smiling,  "  and  a  companion 
you  could  love,  is  the  only  thing  wanting 
to  render  you  domestic,  I  can  give  you  no 
better  advice  than  to  take  unto  yourself 
a  wife." 

"  A  wife  !  No,  faith,  that  would  be  a 
little  too  serious.  Besides,  I  am  such  a 
rash,  impetuous  fellow,  that  if  I  fell  suffi- 
ciently in  love  with  a  girl  to  wish  to  marry 
her,  I  should  allow  myself  no  time  to  form 
a  just  estimate  of  her  temper  and  under- 
standing: but,  pop!  at  the  very  outset  of 
our  acquaintance,  if  she  would  have  me,  I 
should  run  my  head  into  the  noose;  and  at 
the  end  of  a  few  months,  recover  from  my 
delusion,  and  find  myself,  perhaps,  wedded 
to  a  fool  or  a  shrew.  I  have  known  one  or 
two  instances  of  men,  generally  thought 
much  wiser  than  I  am,  w.ho  have  allowed 
their  discretion  to  be  lulled  into  a  sound 
nap,  from  which,  when,  at  length,  they 
awoke,  the  earth  has  not  contained  more 
miserable  and  self-upbraiding  wretches  I 
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"No,  no ;  '  Give  wedlock  to  the  winds — I'll 
none  of  it .'" 

By  the  peculiar  mean  ins;  in  his  looks, 
whilst  speaking  of  the  matrimonial  dupes 
he  had  known,  Adela  conjectured,  that  her 
brother  intended  an  allusion  to  the  alliance 
contracted  by  Algernon  Mordington  :  but 
aware,  from  more  indications  than  on?, 
that  the  old  animosity  of  their  school-boy 
days  still  subsisted,  she  had  no  wish  to  hear 
him  more  fully  explain  his  meaning-. 

With  a  delicacy  and  forbearance  few 
would  haTe  manifested,  Talbot  Cleveland 
abstained  during  the  whole  period  of  Adela's 
residence  with  her  brother,  from  seeking  to 
gain  admission  to  her.  When  Julius  drove 
her  out  in  his  curricle,  or  walked  with  her 
and  Christina  in  the  park,  he  occasionally 
obtained  a  sight  of  her  :  but  even  when  in- 
vited by  the  former  to  join  their  evening 
party,  or  to  partake  of  their  frugal  dinner, 
he  pleaded  some  engagement,  and  resolutely 
declined  the  tempting  proposal.  Adela  was 
half  aware,  that  his  motive  was  to  spare 
her  his  mother's  strictures,  and  felt  truly 
grateful  to  him  :  but  Julius  called  him  a 
perverse  unsociable  fellow  ;  and  after  two 
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or  three  failures,   forbore  ever  asking  him 
again. 

The  very  morning  preceding  Mrs.  Cleve- 
land's expected  return,  the  General,  just 
arrived  from  the  country  himself,  paid  his 
niece  a  short  visit.  He  complimented  her 
on  her  look  of  happiness  and  animation ; 
said  she  did  great  credit  to  her  brother's 
care  ;  rejoiced  that  he  was  once  more  about 
to  inhabit  the  same  house  with  her ;  and 
then  began  enquiring  what  amusements  she 
had  participated  in,  and  how  she  had  spent 
her  time. — Adela  spoke  with  pleasure  of 
the  morning  excursions  which  she  owed  to 
the  kindness  of  Julius,  but  said  her  evenings 
had  all  been  passed  at  home.  The  General 
seemed  surprised. 

ee  Your  brother,"  cried  he,  "  has  so  large 
an  acquaintance,  that  he  might  surely  have 
obtained  for  you  some  eligible  chaperon  to 
take  you  into  public,  or,  at  least,  to  have 
introduced  you  into  one  or  two  private 
assemblies." 

"  Julius  never  started  such  a  plan,  and  I 
must  own  that  none  of  the  kind  occurred  to 
me." 

"  But,  my  dear  girl,  all  this  seclusion  is 
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not  what  I  wished  you  to  come  up  to  town 
for  !  You  should  see  and  be  seen — and, 
the  latter,  at  no  time  with  better  effect,  than 
whilst  you  are  a  novelty  to  every  eye,  and 
wear  the  charm  of  so  fresh  and  brilliant  a 
bloom.  Even  early  hours  and  regular 
habits  will  not  long  preserve  it  uninjured  irt 
our  treacherous  London  air  :  it  is  beauty's 
greatest  bane ;  and  no  artifice  which  may 
be  employed  to  repair  its  ravages,  is  ever 
effectually  availing  to  counteract  its  perni- 
ciotts  influence." 

"  My  dear  uncle,"  said  Adela,  gaily,  "  I 
will  tell  Julius,  when  he  returns  from  his 
ride,  what  an  enemy  he  has  been  to  my 
prospects  of  preferment;  and  should  I,  a 
little  time  hence,  lose  any  of  the  colour  you 
are  pleased  so  highly  to  commend,  he  shall 
be  at  the  expense  of  all  the  rouge  I  may  be 
obliged  to  substitute  in  its  place  !" 

The  General  bore  this  ironical  answer 
with  great  good-humour  ; — from  the  lips  of 
a  beautiful  girl,  indeed,  what  would  he  not 
have  borne  ? — but  presently  rising  to  bid  her 
farewell,  he  said, 

"  One   thing    I  had   nearly   forgotten, 
which,  all  jesting  apart,  I  wish  you  to  at- 
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tend  to.  A  very  fashionable  woman  with 
whom  Mr.  Cleveland  is  well  acquainted, 
gives  a  great  ball  to-night,  and  sent  an  in- 
vitation to  our  house  full  three  weeks  ago. 
Had  your  aunt  been  in  town,  she  would  un^ 
doubtedly  have  taken  you  to  it,  with  one  of 
her  own  daughters, ;  as  it  is,  you  have  no 
choice  between  going  with  a  stranger,  or 
Btaying  entirely  away.  My  opinion  is,  you 
would  do  better  to  go.  I  can  secure  you  a 
proper  introductress ;  my  carriage  shall  br- 
at your  command ;  and  if  I  am  not  much 
mistaken,  Julius,  as  well  as  myself,  will  be 
there,  to  introduce  you  to  as  many  partners 
as  you  may  wish.  What  say  you,  ray  dear 
Adela,  to  this  scheme  ?" 

"  That  it  sounds  so  pleasant,"  answered 
she,  cheerfully,  "  I  am  by  no  means  philo- 
sopher  enough  to  withstand  its  allurements.!'* 

Much  pleased  at  her  prompt  and  ani- 
mated compliance,  the  General  then  depart- 
ed, after  telling  her  at  what  hour  to  be 
ready,  and  leaving  a  kind  message  for 
Christina,  who  was  engaged  with  a  draw- 
ing-master. 

When  Julius  was  made  acquainted  with 
what  had  passed,  he  cordially  seconded  his 

H3 
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uncle's  proposal,,  and  was  evidently  gra- 
tified that  Adela  had  received  from  him 
such  a  proof  of  attention.  Christina,,  how- 
ever, expressed  some  doubt  of  her  father's 
punctuality  in  regard  to  sending  either  the 
carriage  or  chaperon. 

"  He  has  no  memory  iu  the  world,"  cried 
she.,  (C  and  the  arrangements  he  makes  in 
the  morning  go  as  completely  out  of  his 
head  by  evening  as  if  they  had  never  entered 
it !  I  say  this.,  my  dear  cousin,  to  induce 
you  to  take  some  step  towards  making  the 
business  secure.  It  would  be  very  dis- 
agreeable, after  having  had  the  trouble  to 
dress,  to  be  obliged  to  sit  down  with  your 
hands  before  you  waiting  till  past  midnight 
for  a  companion  and  a  conveyance  that  will 
never  come." 

er  Disagreeable  enough,  certainly  !"  cried 
Adela,  "  but  how  am  I,  in  such  a  case,  to 
help  myself  ?" 

"  Why,  let  me  write  a  note  to  my  bro- 
ther. He  has  some  memory,  and  as  he  will 
be  at  hand  to  give  that  of  papa  a  little  jog, 
there  will  then  be  a  chance  you  may  not 
have  made  your  toilet  in  vain." 

Julius   declared    she    was    an    excellent 


TRAITS  OF  NATURE.  i5l 

counsellor,  and  the  note  was  immediately 
written  au4  dispatched. 

Whilst  Adela  was  dressing,  which,  as 
much  from  necessity  as  choice,  she  did  with 
extreme  simplicity,  Christina  sat  in  her  room, 
zealous  to  commend,  if  not  adroit  in  assist- 
ing. Of  envy  she  was  incapable,  and  her 
spirits  were  highly  exhilarated  by  the  pros- 
pect her  friend  seemed  to  have  of  spending 
a  gay  and  pleasant  evening. 

"  If  I  was  handsome/'  cried  she,  "  I've 
a  great  notion,  a  ball  would  make  my  heart 
beat  with  joy  sooner  than  any  thing  !  It  is 
astonishing  what  a  rage  for  them  Jemima 
has.  How  she  will  be  mortified  when  she 
hears  of  the  invitation  mamma  has  neg- 
lected ;  I  verily  believe,  she  thinks,  that  in  , 
every  ball -room,  lovers  are  to  be  found 
growing  as  plentifully  as  duckweed  in  every 
pond  !  Now,  I  dare  say,  half  the  young 
men  who  go  to  those  places,  intend  to  be 
admired  themselves,  much  more  than  to  ad- 
mire any  body  else.  However,  I  .never. 
mean  to  shew  my  little  queer  figure  in  any 
such  scenes.  I  can  forget  that  I  am  not 
well-looking  when  I  am  with  my  own  fa- 
mily and  friends ;  but  if  I  was  to  find  my- 
II  4 
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self  in  a  fine,  lighted-up  room,  amongst  tall 
men  and  women,  looking-  down  upOTi  me  as 
if  they  acquired  additional  consequence 
from  my  insignificance,  I  should  want*to 
run  away  and  hide  myself,  and,  perhaps, 
grow  out  of  humour  with  the  whole  world  !" 

"  Al\}  little  Missy/'  cried  Amy,  (r  me 
never  hear  you  talk  like  foolish  girl  before  ! 
— You  no  queer-looking  ;  you  very  plea- 
sant-looking f — Me  like  your  face  better 
every  time  me  see  it. — Ah,  once  Massa  Ju- 
lius, he  make  mock  at  poor  Amv,  and  call 
her  blacky,  and  stumpy,  and  laugh  if  she 
only  come  in  sight !  But  he  no  laugh  now ; 
he  forget  to  think  me  blacky — and  tall  men 
and  women,  they  forget  to  think  you  littl 

"  They  shall  have  no  opportunity  of 
either  forgetting  or  remembering  it,  Amy, 
for  I  assure  you,,  seriously,  I  will  never  go 
in  their  way.  Mamma,  when  I  have  vexed 
her,  tells  me,  she  shall  hate  to  present  me, 
and  thinks  it  a  great  threat  to  assure  m;>. 
she  shall  take  me  out  as  little  as  possible. 
But  it's  no  threat  at  all  :  I  never  wish  to 
be  presented.  I  wish  to  live  amongst  peo- 
ple I  can  love,  and  be  at  my  ea?e  with  ;  and 

•ictimrs  to  go  to  the  opera  or  to  the  play  ; 
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and  to  have  plenty  of  books ;  and  a  com- 
fortable house,  and  to  know  no  more  of  the 
great  world  than  I  do  at  this  minute. 

Then,  seeing  Adela  equipped, 
"  Come,  dear  cousin,"  continued  she, 
"  come  down  and  shew  yourself  to  Julius. 
I  think  he  will  allow,  that  you,  at  least, 
are  a  very  suitable  figure  for  a  ball-room.— 
He  means  to  go  in  the  carriage  with  you, 
which,  perhaps,  may  not  be  an  unnecessary 
precaution  ;  for,  suppose,  the  lady  papa 
sends  for  you,  should,  like  little  Red-riding- 
hood's  grandmother,  turn  out  to  be  a  wolf 
in  disguise — she  might  devour  you  before 
you  got  half  way  to  the  ball,  if  you  went 
alone  with  her  ! " 

The  lady,  however,  was  no  wolf,  nor  was 
she  to  Julius  so  wholly  a  stranger  as  to 
Adela.  Through  the  interference,  (which 
proved  by  no  means  superfluous)  of  Talbot 
Cleveland,  the  carriage  was  in  excellent 
time,  and  no  embarrassment  or  difficulty  atf 
tended  their  getting  to  the  scene  of,  action. 

To  the    long -practised    frequenters    of 
brilliant  assemblies,   one  place  of  that  de- 
scription is  extremely  like  another  :  but  to 
Adela,  every  thing  was  so  new,  that  she  was 
H  5 
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in  momentary  apprehension  of  being  re- 
proved by  her  brother  for  the  look  of  curi- 
osity with  which  she  involuntarily  gazed 
around  her.  In  her  wish  to  see  every  thing, 
she  was  so  perplexed  by  the  multiplicity  of 
objects  as  almost  to  see  nothing.  To  culti- 
vated and  elegant  society  she  had,  at  Mrs. 
Somerville's,  been  early  habituated  :  but  to 
a  splendid  crowd,  to  a  blaze  of  lights  almost 
dazzling,  to  the  mixed  murmur  of  in- 
numerable voices,  and  to  a  brilliant  variety 
of  decorations,  she  was  wholly  unaccustom- 
ed. Her  senses  were  at  first  bewildered, 
and  she  nearly  wished  herself  away  :  but 
ere  long  she  grew  less  sensible  of  the  con- 
fusion ;  she  was  able  to  distinguish  one 
speaker  from  another  ;  she  listened  to  the 
sprightly  airs  to  which  the  dancers  were 
keeping  time,  with  a  wish  to  dance  to  them 
herself;  and,  on  being  solicited  by  a  friend 
of  her  brother's  to  stand  up,  she  gave  him 
her  hand  with  such  alacrity,  that  Julius 
maliciously  whispered  to  her, 

"  You  looked  as  if  you  were  going  to 
thank  him  for  taking  compassion  upon  you  !" 

Talbot  Cleveland,  though  not  apparently 
eager  to  be  the  first  to  engage  her,  was 
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watchful  to  secure  her  hand  ere  any  one  else 
could  ask  her  for  the  two  dances  that  fol- 
lowed. When  they  were  over,  she  would 
gladly,  for  some  time,  have  become  a  mere 
spectatress :  but  her  uncle,  bringing  up  to 
her  a  gentleman  he  seemed  unwilling  she 
should  refuse,  she  once  more  repaired  to 
her  former  place  in  the  set. 

The  new  partner  to  whom  she  had  been 
assigned,  was  obliging  and  attentive ;  yet 
his  conversation,  whilst  they  slowly  made 
their  way  to  the  top  of  the  dance,  afforded 
her  so  little  entertainment,  that  she  found  it 
impossible  not  to  listen  with  more  interest 
to  almost  every  person  that  stood  near  her. 

Amongst  those  whom  she  had  at  intervals 
the  best  opportunity  of  overhearing,  was  a 
gentleman  dressed  in  mourning,  who  was 
conversing  at  some  little  distance,  with  the 
lady  of  the  house.  She  was  pressing  him  to 
chuse  a  partner,  and  complaining  of  the 
number  of  young  men  who  gave  themselves 
the  airs  of  refusing  to  dance,  and  who  were 
either  sauntering  uselessly  about,  or  loung- 
ing idly  upon  their  seats. 

"  Now,  both  these,  my  dear  madam/' 
said  the  stranger,  t(  are  offences  of  which 
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you  ought,  in  common  justice,  to  acquit 
me.  I  leave  the  chairs  to  the  weary  or  the 
sluggish ;  and  I  am  so  far  from  being  a 
saunterer,  that  when  I  find,  in  any  part  of 
the  room,  an  attractive  object,  no  spell- 
bound knight  could  be  more  firmly  rooted 
to  the  same  spot!" 

"  You  positively.,  then,  are  determined 
not  to  dance  ?  Have  you  quite  forsworn  it  ?" 

"  I  forswear  nothing.  Rash  vows,  either 
pro  or  con,  are  the  most  dangerous  tempta- 
tions a  man  can  lay  himself  under  to  be- 
come guilty  of  perjury." 

"  I  am  quite  edified  at  the  sententious 
originality  of  this  remark  ! — But,  my  lord, 
if  you  are  absolutely  pre-determined  against 
dancing,  will  you,  at  least,  go  and  talk  a 
little  to  some  of  those  poor  nnmated  misses  ? 
That  would  be  raising  hope — and  hope, 
though  unfounded,  is  more  lively  than 
total  despair." 

"  I  cannot  resign  the  pleasant  contempla- 
tion in  •which  I  am  now  harmlessly  engaged, 
for  the  treacherous  purpose  of  forwarding 
your  plan,  and  raising  delusive  expecta- 
tion." 

He  then,  iu  a  lower  voice,  said  something- 
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which  made  the  lady  smile,  and  direct  her 
eyes,  Adela  thought,  towards  the  place 
•where  she  stood.  This  suspicion  instantly 
induced  her  to  withdraw  from  them  her 
attention;  and  she  -very  soon  hecame  so 
much  engaged  in  the  dance,  that  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  have  listened  to 
them,  had  she>even  continued  to  wish  it. 

The  remembrance  of  this  little  dialogue 
would  probably  have  been  very  speedily 
effaced  from  her  mind,  had  she  not,  during 
the  remainder  of  the  dance,  constantly  per- 
ceived the  gentleman  in  mourning  standing 
within  a  few  paces  of  whatever  place  she 
occupied.  She  looked  around,  to  discover 
who  could  be  so  powerful  a  magnet  of 
attraction  to  him;  and  seeing  amongst  the 
ladies  who  encircled  her,  not  a  single  indi- 
vidual whose  distinguished  beauty  or  defor- 
mity could  account  for  such  persevering 
observation,  a  blushing  surmise  at  length 
occurred  to  her,  that  she  was  herself  the 
object  of  his  contemplation.  The  idea, 
far  from  gratifying  her  ready  vanity,  em- 
barrassed and  almost  offended  her;  she 
thought  so  unwearied  a  scrutiny,  a  proof  of 
boldness  and  ill-manners;  and  when -her 
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engagement  ceased,  it  was  neither 
nor  the  desire  of  escaping  fro  01  an  »  ipid 
partner,  that  drove  her  so  exp'  ditiously  to 
a  seat  beside  her  conductress,  .is  an  unaf- 
fected impatience  to  be  freed  irom  farther 
notice. 

The  supper  rooms  were  now  thrown  open, 
and  Talbot  Cle-.  eland  came  forward  to 
assist  his  cousin  and  her  friend  in  securing 
places. 

'*  You  ran  away,"  said  he,  •  to  Adela, 
"  so  alertly  from  vour  last  partner,  that  you 
can  in  conscience  expect  no  help  from  him  ; 
and  besides,  he  has  a  sister  here,  whom, 
if  he  takes  no  care  of  himself,  there  is 
small  chance  that  anv  body  else  will." 

"  Really,  then,"  said  Adela,  who  could 
not  forbear  laughing,  "  they  are  admirably 
matched  !  The  sister  I  defy  to  be  more  un- 
amusing  than  the  brother  !" 

When,  with  some  difficulty,  Talbot  had 
executed  his  undertaking,  and  seen  the  two 
ladies  conveniently  seated,  he  was  denied 
the  reward  which  he  had  promised  himself, 
by  hearing  it  insinuated  amongst  some  ' 
ancient  chaperons  who  were  si  ill  standing, 
that  if  all  the  >oun:;-  men  had  the  rudendss 
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to  crowd  forward  to  the  tables,  there  would 
scarcely  be  room  for  half  the  female  part  of 
the  company. 

cf  Must  I  attend  to  this  disagreeable 
hint/*  said  he,  in  a  low  voice,  to  Adela, 
"or  shall  I  affect  deafness  ?" 

"  Oh,  be  deaf  by  all  means !"  answered 
she. 

But,  at  that  moment,  his  father  calling 
him  away  to  go  to  the  assistance  of  some 
lady  of  their  acquaintance,  who  was  vainly 
struggling  to  force  her  way  through  the 
crowd  at  the  door,  the  place  which  Adela 
wished  him  to  occupy,  was  filled  by  a 
grave  matron  anxious  to  avoid  sitting  in  a 
draft,  and  she  saw  of  her  cousin  nothing 
more  during  the  whole  supper. 

Mrs.  Ross,  the  lady  to  whose  care  she 
was  committed,  proved  sociable  and  well- 
bred,  and  they  were  engaged  in  a  lively  con-* 
versation,  and  attending  less  to  what  passed 
around  them  than  to  each  other,  when  the 
mistress  of  the  house,  who  declined  taking 
any  fixed  station,  but  went  about  from  one 
table  to  the  other  chatting  with  her  guests, 
came  behind  Mrs.  Ross,  and  giving  her  a 
little  tap  upon  the  shoulder,  said, 
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"  You  terribly  require  to  be  kept  in 
order  here  !  A  young;  lady  from  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  table,  has  been  looking  to- 
wards you  for  some  of  those  sweetmeats 
standing  near  you,,  this  half  hour :  and 
now,  I  see,  she  has  been  fain,  poor  thing  ! 
to  put  up  with  what  they  certainly  do  not 
much  resemble — a  slice  of  brawn  ! — Come 
you  must  admit  a  gentleman  amongst  you  ; 
make  a  little  room  ;  here  is  one  at  hand, 
•who  promises  as  an  assistant  to  perform 
•wonders." 

Mrs.  Ross  complied,  and  made,  at  the 
same  time,  some  apologies  for  her  imputed 
neglect — 

"Well,  well,  I  forgive  you/'  cried  their 
gay  hostess; — "only,  you  know,  I  must 
not  sufier  my  poor  guests  to  be  starved. 
Here,  my  lord,  step  into  office ;  and  be 
sure,  neither  to  surrender  your  own,  nor  to 
engross  the  attention  of  any  single  indi- 
vidual, to  the  detriment  of  the  sweetmeat- 
eaters  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  table." 

As  she  spoke,  the  gentleman  she  was  so 
zealous  to  introduce,  took  possession  of  the 
•eat  which  Mrs.  Rosa  had  contrived  to  va- 
cate for  him  between  herself  and  Adela, 
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and  when  the  latter  turned  her  head  to 
look  at  him,  she  perceived  with  some  vex- 
ation, that  he  was  the  very  stranger  she 
had  so  lately  sought  to  avoid. 

Mrs.  Ross  was  wholly  unacquainted  with 
him,  but  finding  he  was  disposed  to  con- 
verse, she  evinced  no  unseasonable  reserve, 
and  the  subjects  which  they  mutually 
started,  were  entertaining  and  lively.  Adela, 
at  first,  profoundly  silent,  and  even  endea- 
vouring to  listen  to  what  was  said  at  the 
other  end  of, the  table,  gradually  found  her 
attention  drawn  solely  to  her  two  neigh- 
bours ;  and,  at  length,  to  her  own  surprise, 
found  herself  bearing  a  part  in  their  con- 
versation. 

In  the  countenance  of  the  stranger,  who 
was  young,  and  of  a  distinguished  figure, 
there  was  a  fortunate  mixture  of  sweetness 
and  spirit,  and  in  his  whole  deportment,  a 
manly  elegance,  which  it  was  impossible 
long  to  overlook.  The  expression  'of  his 
smile,,  and  ihe  tone  of  his  voice  were  equally 
calculated  to  prepossess  whoever  conversed 
with  him ;  and  so  completely  did  Adela  for- 
get how  recently  she  had  shunned  him,  that 
ere  he  had  been  seated  half  an  hour  bv  her 
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side,  she  thought  him  more  agreeable  than 
almost  any  person  she  had  ever  seen. 

After  supporting,  for  some  time,  ou  ge- 
neral subjects,  a  conversation  which,  the 
longer  it  lasted,  the  less  Adela  wished  to 
terminate,  he  addressed  himself  to  her  with 
somewhat  more  seriousness,  and  said — 

"  On  first  hearing,  to-night,  the  name  of 
Miss  Cleveland,  1  was  prepared  to  behold 
a  very  different  possessor  of  that  appellation. 
You  are,  in  this  part  of  the  world,  at  least, 
a  new  individual  of  that  family  :  but  allow 
me  to  enquire  after  some  others — the 
nearest,  and,  perhaps,  the  dearest  to  you 
of  the  race, — who  reside  in  Northumber- 
land. Have  you  heard  lately  from  Mrs. 
Somerville?" 

"  Mrs.  Soraerville  ?  Do  you  know  her, 
then,  my  lord  ?" 

"  I  know  her  sufficiently  to  admire  her 
more  than  almost  any  woman  I  am  ac- 
quainted with." 

"  How  delightful  a  thing  to  hear  !  But, 
admire  her  for  every  merit  more  than  for 
that  of  being  an  alert  correspondent. — I 
have  heard  from  her  only  once  these  two 
months." 
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fe  Within  that  time  I  have  twice  had  the 
honour  of  seeing  her,  and  can  assute  you 
that  she  was  perfectly  well  at  my  last  inter- 
view. But  shall  we  say  nothing  of  her 
frank,  hospitable,  friendly  and  deserving 
husband  ?— If  you  enter  not  as  warmly  into 
the  merits  of  his  perfectly  natural,  and  sin- 
gularly benevolent  character,  as  I  expect 
you  to  do — you  are  not  the  Miss  Cleveland 
you  look,  and  ought  to  be  found  !" 

ff  If  a  full  sense  of  his  excellence/'  cried 
Adela,  smiling,  <(  is  all  that  you  require  of 
me  to  prove  my  own  merit — fear  me  not, 
my  lord ; — I  am  entitled  to  your  highest 
good  opinion  !  No  one  honours  the  virtues, 
or  loves  the  disposition  of  Mr.  Somerville 
more  cordially  than  I  do." 

"Thus  far  then,  we  are  agreed  :  and,  I 
know  not  how  it  is,  but  a  certain  undefina- 
ble  something,  persuades  me,  that  in  many 
other  of  our  tastes  and  opinions  we  should, 
perhaps,  equally  coincide: — in  all,  alas! 
where  are  the  two  mortals  who  ever  could 
concur  ? — Now,  do  not  imagine  I  am  la- 
menting, that  we  cannot  all  agree  in  dis- 
cerning beauty  in  the  same  face,  or  sweet- 
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ness  in  the  same  sound.  No  ;  what  I  mean 
is,  to  regret  that  two  persons,  who  think 
alike,  perhaps,  upon  most  subjects,  and  are 
inclined  to  mutual  esteem,  should  yet  so  of- 
ten be  set  at  variance  because  they  cannot 
equally  value  each  other's  friends. — We 
think  it  not  enough  that  an  individual  en- 
titles himself  to  our  single  good  opinion  ; 
we  require  that  for  all  with  whom  \ve  are 
concerned,  he  should  entertain  the  same  par- 
tiality; and  this  can  seldom,  if  ever,  be  the 
case. — When  we  meet  again,  Miss  Cleve- 
land, and  you  have  learned  to  know  more 
of  me  than  you  now  seem  to  conjecture,  you 
will  better  understand  the  tendency  of  these 
observations; — in  the  instance  of  Mrs.  So- 
merville,  indeed,  I  had  the  happiness  of 
discovering  that  they  were  not  always  well 
founded  :  \>ut,  shall  I  experience  equal 
candour  from  you?  If  you  hear  me  spoken 
of  with  enmity,  will  you  suspend  your  judg- 
ment, and  decide  from  observation,  not 
from  report? — Will  you  say  to  yourself — 
"  My  sister  is  acquainted  with  him  ;  she 
professes  to  be  his  friend — he  cannot  there- 
fore be  so  culpable  as  he  is  represented  P 
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lie  uttered  this  in  too  guarded  a  tone  to 
be  overheard  by  Mrs.  Ross,  and  when  he 
paused,  fixed  his  eyes  upon  Adela,  to  ob- 
serve the  effect  his  mysterious  language  had 
produced.  She  was  amazed  beyond  de- 
scription, and  was  just  beginning  to  suppli- 
cate for  a  clearer  explanation  of  his  mean- 
ing, when  she  felt  herself  somewhat  roughly 
seized  by  the  arm.,  and  ere  she  could  look 
round,  the  voice  of  Julius,  in  an  accent  of 
impatience,  reached  her  ear. 

ec  My  uncle's  carriage  is  at  the  door,'* 
cried  he  ;  "  it  is  time  you  should  go." 

The  abruptness  of  this  summons,  at  such 
a  moment,  gave  her  much  concern. 

"  My  dear  Julius,"  cried  she,  tr  could 
it  not  wait  half  an  hour  longer  ?  I  am  very 
unwilling  to  be  the  first  to  run  away." 

Scarcely  had  she  concluded  this  sentence, 
before  a  glance  at  her  brother's  countenance 
caused  her  to  repent  that  she  had  ever  ut- 
tered it.  No  language  can  convey  the  feeblest 
idea  of  the  deep  gloom,  mingled  with  ill- 
suppressed  fierceness,  that  deformed  his 
aspect.  His  affrighted  sister  gazed  at  him 
aghast ;  but,  unconscious  of  her  alarm,  or 
wilfully  disregarding  it,  he  snatched  her 
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hand,  which  scarcely  trembled  more  from 
consternation  than  his  own  from  passion, 
and  entreating  Mrs.  Ross,  in  words  scarcely 
articulate,  to  follow,  he  drew  her  preci- 
pitately away. 

Fn  the  anti-room,  Adela  gained  courage 
to  remonstrate  against  going  without  speak- 
ing to  the  lady  of  the  house. 

"  Adela,"  said  Julius,  in  a  stern,  yet 
subdued  voice,  Cf  if  you  seek  any  excuse  to 
re-enter  the  apartment  we  haVe  just  quitted, 
I  never  will  forgive  you  !" 

fe  Good  Heaven,  Julius !  why  do  you 
utter  such  a  threat  ?  What  can  be  the  mo- 
tive of  so  much  indignation  ?" 

He  made  no  reply  to  this  interrogation, 
but  urging  her,  whilst  seeking  her  shawl, 
to  use  dispatch,  he  scarcely  gave  her  time 
to  throw  it  over  her  shoulders,  before  he 
again  drew  her  forward,  calling  loudly  for 
his  uncle's  servants.  They  answered  imme- 
diately ;  the  carriage  drew  up  ;  the  two 
ladies  were  hurried  into  it,  and  then,  to 
their  great  surprise,  found  that  Julius  was 
not  going  with  them.  Yet  he  was  evi- 
dently in  no  humour  to  bear  interrogation  ; 
they  both,  there  fore,  abstained  from  express- 
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ing  what  they  thought,  hastily  hade  him 
good  night,  and  were  driven  away. 

After  some  moments  silence,  "  Is  all  this 
a  dream?"  said  Mrs.  Ross.  "  1  can 
scarcely  believe  that  a  departure  so  sudden, 
so  needlessly  precipitate,  is  real  !" 

"  I  am  afraid,  however,  we  shall  find 
it  so,"  replied  Adela.  "  But  whatever 
my  brother's  reasons  may  have  been  for 
urging  me  to  ao  prompt  a  retreat,  I  am 
ashamed,  my  dear  madam,,  that  he  should 
with  you  have  taken  so  unwarrantable  a 
liberty." 

"  I  beg  you  won't  mention  it.  A  cha- 
peron, unless  she  dances,  is  never  very  sorry 
to  get  away  from  these  places  in  reasonable 
time.  I  certainly  would  not  have  brought 
you  from  so  gay  a  scene  on  my  own  account; 
but  I  am  very  willing  you  should  know, 
that  our  early  departure  is  no  personal 
mortification  to  me." 

Adela  thanked  her  for  this  assurance, 
and  but  little  disposed  to  speak  longer  of 
her  brother,  whose  conduct  had  thoroughly 
chagrined  her,  she  began  making  some  re- 
marks upon  the  good  taste  and  elegance 
displayed  in  the  decorations  of  the  rooms 
they  had  just  quitted. 
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"  Yes/'  said  Mrs.  Ross,  "  I  agree  with 
you  that  every  thing  was  incomparably  ar- 
ranged ;  but  nothing  more  so.,  than  the  in- 
troducton  to  a  seat  between  us,  of  the  no- 
bleman so  dextrously  assisted  by  our  sprightly 
hostess  !  I  could  have  laughed  at  the  solemn 
gravity  with  \\hich  you,  at  first,  received 
him ;  he  too  observed  it,  I  am  certain,  for 
I  saw  his  eyes  glancing  sideways  towards 
you,  with  a  very  arch  and  dvall  expression. 
But  you  will  allow,  that  lid  contrived,  be- 
fore \ve  came  away,  to  reconcile  you  very 
completely  to  his  admission."  -.iii 

"  I  thought  him,"  said  the  undissembling 
Adela,  "  extremely  pleasant  ;  and  his 
knowledge  of  one  of  my  sisters,  and  the 
just  esteem  in  which  he  holds  her,  gave  him 
an  additional  claim  to  attention." 

Soon  after  this,  the  carriage  stopped, 
and  Mrs.  Ross  aJighted  at  her  own  door. 
Adela  was  then  driven  to  Hertford  Street, 
in  a  temper  of  mind  far  from  enviable 
She  was  seriously  perplexed  to  account  for 
the  resentment  of  her  brother,  and  the  ex- 
tremely arbitrary  measure  he  had  pursued. 
Tht  ;iti'c((io:i  his  recent  kindness  had 
awakened,  tended  but  to  make  his  present 
harshness  more  gainful  to  be  borne  ;  acd 
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though  she  endeavoured  to  repress  all  an- 
ger, she  found  it  impossible  not  to  con- 
sider such  an  act  of  authority  as  a  species 
of  tyranny  he  had  no.  right  to  exert. 
The  following  morning,  she  hoped,  would 
clear  up  the  meaning  of  so  strange  a  trans- 
action, and  acquaint  her  with  some  extenu- 
ating motive  for  it,  which  might  enable  her 
no  longer  to  think  of  it  with  displeasure. 

But  when  morning  came,  and  she  so 
fully  and  anxiously  expected  to  talk  the 
whole  matter  over  with  him,  Julius  sent 
word  that  his  head  ached,  and  he  should 
breakfast  in  his  own  rooni.  Adela,  griev- 
ously disturbed  by  this  message,  wrote  to 
him  a  short  note  to  the  following  purport : 

"  My  dear  Julius,  unless  you  are  really 
ill,  come  to  us,  I  entreat,  whatever  dispo- 
sition you  may  be  in.  Nothing  can  so 
greatly  concern  me  as  your  not  allowing  us 
tp  see  you.  Dear  brother,  I  beseech  you 
come  !" 

To  these  affectionate  lines,  the  only  an- 
swer he  returned  was,  that  he  would  see 
them  before  he  took  his  ride : 

"  And  perhaps,"   said   Christina,    <r  we 
may  also  see  mamma  before  that  time  comes « 
VOL.  ii.  j 

•:  . 
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The  drive  from  Hampton  is  nothing,  and 
she  may  be  here  to  fetch  us  by  two  o'clock." 
"I  hope  not/'  cried  Adda,  "I  would  not  go 
away  without  having  first  spoken  to  Julius, 
on  any  account." 

"  Yet,   I  assure  you,  my  dear  cousin,  if 
•we  are  called  for  by  mamma,  she  will  take  it 
exceedingly  ill  if  you  give  that  as  a  reason 
for  not  going   down  to    her   immediately. 
But  why  does  not  this  unsociable  Julius  eat 
his   dozen  rolls   with   us   this    morning   as 
usual?     What  signifies  a  little  head-ache?" 
"  Christina,"    said  Adela,    very   kindly, 
"  I  love  you  too  well,  and  am  too  much  per- 
suaded of  your  discretion,  to  conceal  from 
you  that  the   real   cause   of  my   brother's 
holding  aloof,  is  displeasure  against  me  on 
account  of  something  which  happened  last 
night.     Should  you,   therefore,    be  in  the 
room  when  he  makes  his  appearance,  I  must 
entreat    you   will    glide    quietly   away,    in 
order  to  give  me  an  opportunity  of  having 
a  little  explicit  conversation  with  him  be- 
fore I  leave  the  house." 

"  Now  this  openness  and  confidence  is 
what  I  quite  adore!"  cried  Christina, 
gratefully  embracing  her.  —  ({  Dearest, 
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dearest  cousin,  there  is  nothing  in  the  world 
you  might  not  persuade  me  to  do  by  such 
friendly  treatment  ! — Heaven  forgive  you  ! 
But  you  really  make  me  love  you  better 
than  father  or  mother,  or  any  body  in  the 
•whole  world  !" 

After  this,  they  sat  conversing  over  their 
work  till  near  three  o'clock,  and  Adela  be- 
gan to  be  seriously  apprehensive  that  her 
brother,  to  the  neglect  of  his  promise,  had 
quitted  the  house  without  deigning  to  see 
her.  But,  at  the  moment  this  mortifying 
idea  suggested  itself,  the  door  opened,  and 
Julius,  ready  booted,  and  his  whip  in  his 
hand,  stalked  gravely  into  the  room. 

Adela  advanced  to  meet  him,  and  en- 
quiring with  cordiality  how  he  did,  she  ex- 
pressed her  satisfaction  at  seeing  him.  Ha 
spoke  not  a  word ;  but  coldly  nodding  to  her, 
he  went  up  to  the  chimney-clock,  regulated 
his  watch  by  it,  then  drew  on  his  gloves,  and 
whistling  to  Wasp,  was  departing  as  si- 
lently as  he  had  entered,  when,  seizing  his 
hand,  she  earnestly  entreated  him  to  stop. 

fe  What  for  ?"  said  he,  disengaging  hirn- 
self,  yet  standing  still,  and  frigidly  re- 
garding her. 
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"  To  hear  me  tell  you,  Julius,  that  ho w- 
•ever  I  may  have  offended  you,  my  fault  was 
unintentional ;  to  be  reminded  that,  to-day 
we  part,  and  that  after  so  happy  a  residence 
heneath  the  same  roof  with  you,  it  cannot 
be  expected  I  should  contentedly  endure  so 
unfriendly  a  separation." 

Julius  looked  round  to  ascertain  their 
being  alone,  and  then,  finding  Christina 
had  retired,  indignantly  replied — 

"  The  same  roof  is  ill-calculated  to  shelter 
txvo  people  whose  disposition  so  widely  dif- 
fers ! — We  shall  do  best  apart,  Adela. — You 
have  one  set  of  feelings  to  indulge,  and  I 
have  another.  Let  us  not  talk  of  what  is 
passed  ;  facts  speak  for  themselves,  and  you 
can  say  nothing  to  disprove  the  full  convic- 
tion you  gave  me  last  night,  of  our  utter 
inability  to  view  things  through  the  same 
medium." 

"  These  vague  insinuations,"  resumed 
Adela,  "  only  confuse  and  bewilder  me. 
Speak  intelligibly,  Julius  ; — tell  me,  clearly 
and  plainly,  what  was  my  trespass  ?" 

Losing  all  command  of  himself,  Julius, 
now,  furiously  answered — 

"  With  what  a  cool,  plausible,  d — ned 
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look  of  innocent  unconsciousness  she  stands 
there  to  irritate  and  insult  me ! — I  hate  you 
more  for  this  facility  of  dissembling,  than 
for  any  thing  you  could  have  said  even 
openly  to  have  defied  me !  C — rse  me  if  I 
ever  wish  to  see  your  face  again  !" 

And  so  saying,  with  a  vehemence  that 
was  almost  frantic,  he  rushed  towards  the 
door,  drew  it  nearly  off  the  hinges  by  the 
force  with  which  he  tore  it  open  ;  and  leav- 
ing it  thrown  back  at  its  utmost  width,  he 
flew  down  stairs,  and  was  out  of  the  howse 
in  an  instant! 

Adela  continued  motionless  for  some  mi- 
nutes after  this  outrageous  ebullition,  like  a 
person  stunned  and  bereft  of  all  power  to 
think.  Unused,  since  the  days  of  early  child- 
hood, to  any  species  of  harshness  or  violence, 
the  shock  of  such  a  scene  almost  over- 
whelmed her.  When  able  to  reflect,  she 
meditated  upon  it  with  sadness,  affright- 
nearly  with  incredulity:  for  hardly  did  it 
seem  possible  to  her,  that  a  brother — one 
who  had  of  late  shewn  himself  so  indulgent 
and  attached,  should,  without  explaining 
upon  what  provocation,  subj.eet  a  sister,  % 
i  3 
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guest,  a  defenseless  female,  to  the  endurance 
of  so  intemperate  a  burst  of  passion  ! 

Christina,  on  re-entering  the  room,  found 
her  pale,  and  in  tears. 

"  My  kind  and  sweet  consin,"  cried  she, 
fondly  and  sympathizingly  throwing  her 
arms  round  her,  "  what  is  the  matter  ? — It 
hreaks  my  heart  to  see  you  in  any  sor- 
row !" 

Adela  was  unable  to  speak,  hut  she  leaned 
her  head  upon  the  little  girl's  shoulder,  and 
continued  to  weep,  though  with  less  bitter- 
ness—  , 

"  I  will  not  importune  you  with  ques- 
tions," resumed  the  warm-hearted  Christina; 
"  I  will  not  even  speak  to  you  if  it  is  dis- 
agreeable :  but  still  rest  your  head  upon  me 
— still  give  me  the  pride  of  thinking  that 
you  love  me  well  enough  to  find  some  com- 
fort in  letting  me  be  near  you." 

Adela,  touched  by  her  kindness,  affec- 
tionately embraced  her;  and  then,  making 
an  effort  to  recover  herself,  she  arose,  and 
walked  to  an  open  window — 

'  Whatever,    dear  Christina,"   said   she, 
"  You  may  conjecture  from  the  visible  dis- 
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tress  in  which  you  found  me,  forbear,  I  en- 
treat, to  speak  of  the  circumstance  to  any 
human  being.  Not  even  my  poor  Amy 
would  I  have  apprized  of  it — and  were  it 
possible,  I  would  willingly,  and  for  ever, 
forget  it  myself." 

"  Fear  nothing  from  any  indiscretion  of 
mine,"  cried  Christina.  "  Where  there  is 
much  love,  there  is  much  reluctance  to  give 
pain  ;  and  I  would  not  say  a  word,  or  even 
permit  myself  a  look  that  should  pain  you, 
for  all  that  the  whole  world  could  offer 
me!" 

Adela  warmly  thanked  her;  and  when 
both  were  restored  to  greater  composure, 
they  began  to  express  some  impatience  for 
the  arrival  of  the  General's  or  Mrs.  Cleve- 
land's carriage — 

"  1  do  not,"  said  Christina,  "  (and  it  is 
lucky  for  me,  as  I  am  forced  to  leave  it)  like 
this  house  half  so  well  now  as  I  did  when  I 
entered  it.  I  will  not  give  Julius  credit  for 
having  aimed  at  so  good  a  purpose,  but  cer- 
tain it  is,  the  vexation  he  has  occasioned 
you  to-day,  has  reconciled  me  completely 
to  thoughts  of  Mademoiselle  Durocher, 
and  the  gloomy  old  school-room." 
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As  time  wore  away,  and  still  no  car- 
riage appeared,  Adela,  determined  against 
remaining  in  Hertford  Street  to  dinner,  ex- 
pressed an  earnest  inclination  to  send  for  an 
hackney-coach,  and  drive  to  her  uncle's 
without  further  delay. 

"  We  know,1'  said  she,  "that  he,  at 
least,  is  in  town,  though  my  aunt,  perhaps, 
may  not  he  arrived ;  and  who  would  he  so 
preposterously  scrupulous  as  to  attribute  any 
impropriety  to  our  going  to  partake  of  his 
dinner  ?" 

"  I  assure  you,"  cried  Christina,  "  if 
mamma  should  be  returned,  you  would  be 
censured  very  much,  for  going  home  in  a 
hackney-coach,  with  no  servant  behind  it, 
and  no  gentleman  to  escort  us.  These  are 
what  she  would  call,  little  independent  sort 
of  frolics,  which  she  would  not  permit  either 
of  my  sisters  to  take  even  in  a  case  of  life 
or  death  ;  and  I  know,  she  would  think  we 
had  reflected  disgrace  upon  the  house,  by 
venturing,  in  the  open  face  of  day,  to  drive 
up  to  the  door  in  so  scrubby  a  vehicle.  But, 
my  dear  cousin,  you  can  send  Amy  to 
Berkeley  Square  to  find  out  what  they  are 
all  about ;  and  if  no  carriage  is  to  be  had 
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from  thence,  she  can  at  least  ask  for  one  of 
the  footmen  to  go  behind  us  in  our  humble 
hack." 

Delighted  with  her  intelligent  friend  for 
having  devised  this  plan,  and  preserved  her 
from  an  undesigned  breach  of  etiquette, 
Adela  instantly  gave  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions to  Amy,  and  thought  every  moment 
an  age  till  she  came  back. 

But  the  angry  countenance  with  which 
the  honest  creature  returned,  gave  her  young 
mistress  very  little  encouragement  to  enquire 
what  had  been  the  result  of  her  embassy. 
Christina  took  the  task  upon  herself,  and 
her  first  question  was  — 

"  Is  mamma  yet  come  to  town,  Amy  ?" 
"  Oh,  yes,  little  Missy,  and  dressing  very 
fine  to  go  out  to  dinner!  Me  hear  her  say 
at  her  room  door — '  There  is  no  carnage  in 
the  way  to  send  for  Miss  Cleveland  now ; 
her  brother  must  manage  all  that,  or  she 
must  wait  where  she  is  till  the  evening :  let 
her  be  told,  we  none  of  us  dine  at  home  !' — 
Me  in  so  great  passion  when  me  hear  her 
say  all  that  ill-nature,  and  say  out  loud  for 
saucy  waiting-maids  to  listen,  that  me  great 
mind  to  give  her  good  scolding  !  But,  per- 

I  5 
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haps,  poor  young  Missy,  she  suffer  for  that, 
so  me  only  mutter  and  look  mad,  and  make 
haste  down  stairs.  And  in  the  hall,  me  ask 
first  one  lazy  footman,  then  another  to  come 
away  here  with  me,  because  my  young  lady, 
and  Miss  Christy  want  them  ;  and  they  only 
laugh,  and  turn  up  their  noses,  and  say, 
they  never  go  behind  hackney-coaches ! — 
Oh,  this  too  bad  !  Me  tell  them  great  heap 
of  truth,  and  call  them  puppies,  and  no 
care  for  make  great  noise;  and  Massa  Tal- 
bot,  he  come  out,  and  ask  what  was  matter? 
So  me  glad  then,  and  say  him  all  ;  and  the 
footmans  look  so  foolish  !  And  Massa  Tal- 
hot,  he  frown,  and  bid  one  go  with  me 
quick,  quick,  and  he  stand  himself  in  hall 
to  see  silly  monkey  do  what  he  tell." 

"  A  hopeful  set  of  respectful  attendants 
papa  and  mamma  have  had  the  happiness  of 
collecting  !"  cried  Christina  ;  "  but  no  mat- 
ter ;  their  impertinence  has  received  a  check, 
and,  for  to-day,  at  least,  the  interference  of 
Talbot  may  keep  them  in  tolerable  order." 

Adela  was  too  much  bent  upon  effecting 
her  departure  before  the  return  of  Julius,  to 
bestow  a  thought  upon  this  comparatively 
insignificant  subject.  She  lost  not  a  moment 
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in  sending  for  a  coach  ;  and  Amy,  who  had 
made  all  her  preparations  for  removal  in  the 
morning,  was  ready  to  attend  the  two  young 
ladies  into  it  the  instant  it  arrived. 


16 
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CHAP.  VII. 


HOSPITALITY. 

ON  reaching  Berkeley  Square,  and  repairing 
to  the  drawing-room,  not  a  single  individual 
of  the  family  appeared  to  greet  them. 
Talbot  systematically  kept  away  till  his 
mother  and  sisters  should  have  concluded 
their  toilet.  The  General  was  dressing  also, 
and  no  indication  could  be  overheard  of  the 
slightest  preparation  for  their  reception  in 
the  dining-parlour. 

"  This  is  cold  comfort  !"  cried  Chris- 
tina, looking  half  ashamed,  and  half  ready 
to  laugh  :  "  but  have  patience,  dearest 
cousin,  and  I  will  run  up  to  mamma,  and 
put  her  in  mind  of  ordering  us  not  to  be 
starved." 

The  accomplishment  of  Adela's  earnest 
wish  (dictated  by  some  degree  of  natural 
resentment)  to  escape  from  her  brother's 
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house  without  again  encountering  him,  gave 
her  too  much  satisfaction  to  be  easily 
checked  hy  any  manifestation  of  neglect 
where  kindness  was  so  little  expected  ;  and 
she  besought  Christina  to  hazard  no  re- 
monstrance that  could  possibly  give  offence. 

"  Why,  suppose  I  should  affront  them  a 
little,"  cried  she,  "  what  can  they  do  worse 
than  condemn  us  to  fast  ?  My  punishment 
will  be  as  great  if  I  hold  my  tongue,  as  if  I 
speak  ;  and  I  had  a  vast  deal  rather  go 
without  my  dinner  for  being  a  little  too  frank, 
than  for  being  a  great  deal  too  helpless  !" 

She  then  ran  away,  and  Adela  saw  her 
not  again,  till  she  descended  with  her 
mother  and  Jemima. 

"  Miss  Cleveland,"  &aid  the  former,  look  • 
ing  evidently  much  out  of  humour  ;  "  you 
are  come  to  us  again  at  a  very  unlucky 
time.  I  should  have  sent  for  you  this  even- 
ing, and,  had  you  remained  at  your  bro- 
ther's, you  might  have  dined  in  comfort. 
But  now,  I  am  sure  I  don't  know  what  you 
will  get,  for  the  servants  are  all  busy  un- 
packing, and  there  won't  be  a  creature  at 
leisure  to  do  any  thing  for  you.  It  was 
very  inconsiderate  of  Julius  to  send  you  back 
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in  such  a  violent  hurry  ;  he  might  easily 
have  guessed  our  people  would  not  yet  be 
settled." 

The  coarse  inhospitality  of  these  mur- 
murs, Adela  too  thoroughly  disdained  to  be 
ruffled  by  them. 

"  I  am  sorry,"  answered  she,  quietly ; 
"  to  have  arrived  at  an  inconvenient  mo- 
ment :  it  was  unavoidable,  and  I  have  only 
to  assure  yon,  madam,  that  I  wish  to  give 
as  little  trouble  as  possible.  A  sandwich 
and  a  little  wine  and  water  will  amply 
content  me." 

Then,  turning  to  Jemima,  she  civilly 
addressed  her,  and  hoped  she  had  been  quite 
well  since  they  met. 

"  Oh,  perfectly,  my  dear  cousin,"  replied 
that  young  lady,  with  all  her  former  ready 
kindness  ;  "  but  this  restoration  to  charming 
London  will  make  me  even  better  than  well. 
I  trust  nothing  will  drive  us  out  of  town 
again  before  July.  But  I  have  a  thousand 
things  to  ask  you.  Papa  tells  us,  you  were 
sit  Mrs.  Elmer's  ball  last  night.  Only 
think,  mamma  imagined  it  was  for  to- 
morrow, and  I  had  never  seen  the  card  of 
invitation,  for  it  caine  whilst  I  was  at  my 
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aunt's    before.     Were   von   amused  ?     Did 

J 

you  dance  much  ?  Do  tell  me  all  about  it ; 
and  who  you  saw,  and  who  you  liked  and 
talked  with  most  ?" 

"  These  are  things  it  would  take  more 
time  to  recount  than  you  can  now  spare  to 
hear.  In  a  general  way,  I  can  assure  you 
that  the  ball  was  very  brilliant,  and  that  I 
much  regretted  your  not  being  in  town  to 
enjoy  it." 

"  Oh,  nothing  upon  earth  should  have 
induced  me  to  let  mamma  stay  away,  if  I 
had  suspected  it  was  to  take  place  so  soon. 
If  Talbot  had  been  good-natured,  he  would 
have  written  to  put  us  in  mind  of  it ;  for 
Mrs.  Elmer's  is,  of  all  the  houses  in  London, 
the  one  I  have  long  most  wished  to  visit  at ; 
she  has  an  amazingly  fashionable  acquaint- 
ance, and  wherever  she  is,  one  always  sees 
more  fine  men  hovering  round  her  than  any 
body  else  can  contrive  to  attract.  Pray  do 
you  know  whether  Lord  Ennerdale  was 
there  ?" 

<f  I  heard  no  such  name." 

ff  Dear,  I  am  amazed  at  that,  for  Mrs. 
Elmer  courts  him  prodigiously,  and  would 


184  .TRAITS  OF -NATURE. 

not,  I   am  sure,  permit   him   to  stay  away 
on  such  an  occasion." 

Adela  thought  it  possible,  the  nobleman 
•with  whom  she  had  conversed  herself  might 
be  this  very  Lord  Eunerdale  :  but  his  re- 
membrance, since  the  scene  she  had  gone 
through  in  the  morning,  was  painful  to  her; 
for,  unable  to  suggest  any  other  reason  for 
the  rage  of  Julius,  she  now  ascribed  it  to 
her  having  committed  an  impropriety  in 
holding  a  dialogue  with  so  complete  a 
stranger. 

Jemima  was  proceeding  to  make  further 
enquiries  concerning  the  ball,  when  her 
mother,  growing  very  angry  at  the  long 
delay  of  Barbara  in  making  her  appearance, 
said  to  Christina — 

"  Go  up  and  see  what  she  is  about,  and 
tell  her  not  to  keep  us  waiting  in  this  in- 
tolerable manner !  She  always  takes  more 
time  in  dressing  than  any  body  else,  and 
looks  worse  when  she  has  done  !" 

"  Shall  I  tell  her  so,  mamma,  with  your 
love  ?"  said  Christina,  looking  very  inno- 
cent. 

"  Tell  her  what  you  please  ;  only  desire 
her  to  make  haste.*1 
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Talbot  now  allowed  himself  the  gratifi- 
cation of  coming  in  to  welcome  his  cousin's 
return  ,  and  whilst  he  was  still  speaking  to 
her,  his  father  joined  them. 

"  Adela  here  ?"  cried  he,  "  why  is  she 
not,  then,  going  with  us,  Mrs.  Cleveland  ?" 

"  She  came  too  late  ;  we  could  not  pos- 
sibly have  waited  whilst  she  dressed  :  and, 
besides,  I  think  our  troop  is  quite  suffi- 
ciently large  and  formidable  already." 

The  General,  only  noticing  the  first  part 
of  this  speech,  said,  "  Are  you  not  still 
waiting  for  Barbara  ?" 

"  Very  much  against  my  inclination,  I 
assure  you.  But  Barbara  is  totally  out  of 
my  management,  and  the  more  she  thinks 
it  will  provoke  me,  the  more  tedious,  I 
believe,  she  takes  pains  to  be." 

"  But  if  this  good  girl  remains  behind,'* 
resumed  the  General,  "  is  there  any  dinner 
provided  for  her  ?  She  must  not  be  left  to 
the  mercy  of  the  servants." 

"  Oh,  pray,  General,  don't  trouble  your- 
self about  things  so  totally  out  of  your 
department !  Your  niece  won't  be  suffered 
to  die  of  inanition." 

"  It  would  be  a  sorry  death,  and  worse 
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than  any  she  deserves,  even  for  her  ab- 
rupt flight  from  Mrs.  Elmer's  last  night. 
What  became  of  you,  Adela,  all  supper 
time  ?  And  why  did  you  allow  yourself  to 
be  spirited  away  in  so  extraordinary  a 


manner  ?" 


"  I  only  obeyed  orders,  my  dear  uncle  ; 
Julius  told  me  your  carriage  was  waiting  ; 
and  as  he  seemed  to  think  it  was  time  I 
should  go,  and  Mrs.  Ross  was  very  willing 
to  believe  it,  I  persuaded  myself  to  depart 
with  as  little  reluctance  as  I  could." 

"  Take  my  advice,  however,  and  don't  let 
Julius,  or  any  body  else,  influence  you, 
another  time,  to  quit  a  ball  before  it  is  half 
over." 

Miss  Barbara  Cleveland,  decorated  to 
her  own  satisfaction,  now  made  her  ap- 
pearance, and  her  mother  instantly  rang  the 
bell  to  let  the  servants  know  she  was  about 
to  descend.  A  brief  sentence  of  salutation 
passed  between  the  new-comer  and  Adela, 
who  was  far  from  repining  when,  in  a  few 
minutes,  the  whole  party  drove  away. 

A  comfortless  and  sordid  repast,  ill 
dressed,  ill  served  up,  and  worse  attended, 
in  process  of  time,  followed  their  departure. 
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Epicurism  is  seldom  the  vice  of  youth, 
particularly  amongst  females  ;  and  Adela 
had  too  long  been  accustomed  to  a  perfectly 
plain  table,  to  have  attained  the  slightest 
degree  of  critical  acumen  in  the  science  of 
eating.  Yet,  there  is  a  certain  neatness 
and  delicacy  with  which,  even  those  who 
are  the  least  solicitous  for  costly  fare,  can 
with  difficulty  dispense  ;  and  few  things  are 
better  calculated  to  substitute  disgust  in  the 
place  of  appetite,  than  the  sight  and  smell 
of  a  slovenly  made-dish. 

"  Oh,  for  the  good  old  woman  in  Hert- 
ford Street !"  exclaimed  Christina,  looking 
with  dismay  at  the  table  before  her.  "  Her 
skill  in  the  art  of  cookery,  notwithstanding 
the  libellous  assertions  of  Julius,  is  worth 
millions  compared  to  this.  How  I  should 
like  to  save  a  little  bason  of  this  smoky 
soup  for  mamma's  luncheon  to-morrow,  and 
a  plateful  of  yonder  oily  ragout,  for  the 
dainty  palate  of  Jemima !" 

Adela,  as  resignedly  as  she  could,  was 
dining  upon  bread  and  sallad,  and,  without 
thinking  it  incumbent  upon  her  to  defend 
the  rest  of  the  fare,  she  recommended  to 
Christina  the  same  expedient.  They  both, 
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as  expeclitionsly  as  they  could,  dispatched 
their  frugal  meal,  and  with  far  more  alacrity 
than  they  had  sat  down  to  it,  hastened  from 
the  untempting  board. 

The  remainder  of  the  day,  Adela  dedi- 
cated to  writing  letters.  Lady  Rosalvan 
was  the  first  whom  she  addressed,  and  the 
correspondent  she  was  most  anxious  to  hear 
from.  Once  only  since  they  had  parted, 
had  her  ladyship  remembered  the  strict 
promise  which  she  had  given  of  writing 
with  punctuality  and  frequency.  Adela  re- 
minded her  of  this  voluntary  engagement, 
and  expressed  as  she  really  felt,  great  dis- 
appointment at  its  failure.  Her  other 
letters  were  to  Dr.  Hampden  and  Mrs. 
Somerville,  to  the  latter  of  whom  she  re- 
counted a  considerable  part  of  the  dialogue 
in  which  she  had  been  engaged  with  the 
nobleman  at  Mrs.  Elmer's,  and  entreated 
her  sister  to  send  her  a  key  by  which  she 
might  understand  its  meaning. 

It  was  nearly  eleven  o'clock  before  these 
epistles  were  concluded,  and  Christina 
(gently  exhorted  by  her  lovely  monitresa 
not  to  incur  the  risk  of  another  rough  sum- 
mons from  her  mother's  domineering  at- 
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tendant)  had  been  gone  to  bed  some  time, 
when  the  General  and  his  son,  but  without 
the  ladies,  returned.  Adela  enquired  the 
reason  of  her  aunt's  delay,  and  was  told 
that  she  and  her  daughters  had  proceeded 
from  the  house  where  they  dined  to  some 
great  evening  assembly. 

"  But  Talbot  and  I,"  added  the  General, 
"  were  tired,  at  least  we  fancied  ourselves 
so,  till  we  saw  you  sitting  here,  and  we 
•chose  to  think  one  large  party  at  a  formal 
«Jinner3  enough  for  the  same  day." 

After  this  little  compliment,  Adela's 
gallant  uncle  drew  a  chair  close  to  the 
table  at  which  she  had  been  writing,  and 
entered  into  a  conversation  with  her  and 
his  son,  so  lively  and  so  pleasant,  that  the 
carriage  which  brought  home  the  ladies, 
drove  up  to  the  door,  and  a  thundering 
knock  announced  their  arrival,  before  any 
of  the  trio  thought  of  retiring.  Talbot, 
however,  now  started  up. 

"  I  must  make  good  my  retreat,"  cried 
Jhe,  "  without  beat  of  drum.  If  my  mother 
.finds  me  here,  her  indignation,  at  my  having 
pleaded  the  fatigue  of  yesterday's  ball  for 
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not  going  with  her  to  this  evening's  assem- 
bly, will  know  no  bounds." 

He  then  hastily  bade  his  father  and  Adela 
good-night,  and  effected  his  exit  without 
discovery. 

A  short  desultory  conversation  on  the 
different  incidents  of  the  day,  took  place 
after  Mrs.  Cleveland  and  her  daughters 
came  up  ;  some  complaints  were  made  of 
Talbot,  who,  his  mother  averred,  grew 
more  and  more  sparing  of  his  attendance 
upon  herself  and  his  sisters,  and  who,  night 
after  night,  exposed  them  to  the  inconve- 
nience of  having  to  solicit  people  to  call 
up  their  carriage,  or  enquire  for  their 
servants. 

"  Oh,  mamma,"  cried  Jemima,  anxious 
to  disprove  so  mortifying  an  assertion,  "  1 
am  sure,  when  I  have  been  with  you,  we 
have  had  very  little  trouble  of  that  sort  ! 
There  have  always  been  gentlemen  enough 
to  assist  us,  unless,  indeed,  at  such  stupid 
parties  as  the  one  we  were  at  to-night  ; 
where,  except  a  few  old  married  men,  afraid 
of  catching  cold  if  they  ventured  within  an 
hundred  yards  of  the  street  door,  there  was 
not  a  male  creature  to  be  seen  !" 
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Mrs.  Cleveland,  recollecting  the  pre- 
sence of  Adela,  thought  it  more  to  their 
credit  to  let  this  assertion  pass  ;  and,  in  a 
few  minutes,  they  all  retired  for  the  night. 

Without    surprise,     for     Christina    had 
taught  her  to  place  but   little  dependance 
upon  the  promises  of  the  courtly  General, 
Adela  perceived,   that  her  apartment  had 
undergone   not   the   slightest  improvement 
during  the  period  of  her  absence.     She  re- 
gretted the  circumstance  chiefly  as  it  inter- 
fered so  materially  with  her  desire   of  pos- 
sessing some  appropriate  room  in  which  to 
pass  her  mornings  undisturbed   and  undis' 
turbing.     This  dislike  of  being  reduced  to 
wander  like  a  troubled  spirit  about  the  house, 
produced  in  her  mind  a  sudden  recollection 
of  the  school-room  which  she  had  so  often 
heard  mentioned  by  Christina  ;  and  thither 
she  determined  upon  making  application  for 
leave  to  repair. 

She  breakfasted,  as  usual,  the  next  morn- 
ing, with  her  uncle,  and  Christina,  un- 
checked, insinuated  herself  into  their  party. 
When  they  left  him,  Adela  immediately 
communicated  to  her  little  friend  her  new 
plan,  and  was  listened  to  with  rapture — 
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"  Is  it  really  possible,"  cried  the  delighted 
girl,  "  you  can  mean  to  make  me  so  very, 
very  happy  ?  Oh,  how  blessed  a  thought! — 
Your  presence  will  introduce  into  that  me- 
lancholy room,  for  the  first  time  since  it 
has  been  built,  a  ray  of  sun-shine  and  cheer- 
fulness ! — Come,  come  and  behold  it,  and 
let  not  its  gloominess,  I  entreat,  induce  you 
to  alter  your  purpose." 

Adela,  however,  before  she  would  pro- 
ceed, enquired  whether  the  convalescent 
governess  was  in  the  apartment  ? 

"  I  would  not,  on  any  account,"  added 
she,  "  intrude  upon  her  without  permis- 
sion." 

"  She  has  not  yet,"  answered  Christina, 
"  quitted  her  bed-chamber.  But  do  not, 
my  sweet  cousin,  make  me  hate  her  more 
than  I  naturally  should,  by  staying  away  on 
her  account.  What  interruption  can  your 
sitting  in  the  room  give  to  the  tiresome  Jes- 
sons  she  may  chuse  to  set  me  ?  On  the  con- 
trary, your  eye  will  keep  me  in  better  order 
than  her  severest  penances  ;  and  the  plea- 
sure of  hearing  you  say  that  I  have  been 
good  and  industrious,  will  make  me  take 
more  pains  than  any  prospect  of  reward  that 
could  be  held  out  to  me." 
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It  was  no  easy  task.,  when  the  eager  Chris- 
tina pleaded  any  cause  which  she  had  much 
at  heart,  to  resist  her ;  and  Adela's  scruples 
were   all    silenced   from   the   moment    she 
heard  what  were  likely  to  be  the  beneficial? 
effects  that  would  result  from  her  presence. 
Mademoiselle  Durocber,  when  able  to  as- 
sume the  functions  of  her  station,  far  from 
objecting  to  Adela's   quiet  occupation  of  a 
corner  in  their  apartment,  speedily  learned 
the  advantage  to  be  derived,  with  her  giddy 
pupil,  from  the   admission   of  an  observer 
whom  affection  rendered  her  so  ambitious 
to  please.     Never  had  Christina  submitted 
with  such  perfect  docility  to  school-room  dis- 
cipline ;  and  never  had  the  progress  she  made 
under  her  several  masters,  borne  any  pro- 
portion to  that  she  was  now  daily  attaining. 
Meanwhile,  though   her  mornings  were 
so  tranquil  and  secluded,  the   evenings   of 
Adela  were  far  otherwise.     Mrs.  Cleveland 
it  is  true,  was  nothing  less  than  urgent  with 
her  to  partake  in  the  round  of  engagements 
in  which   her  daughters   and  herself  were 
*  perpetually  involved.     But  the  General,  on 
this    subject,     was     too  peremptory   to    be 
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trifled  with,  or  misunderstood  ;  and  scarcely 
could  Adela's  own  earnest  intercessions, 
when  fatigued,  and  anxious  for  a  temporary 
^respite,  prevail  upon  him  to  renounce  his 
plan  of  introducing  her  t'o  the  notice  and 
-admiration  of  every  gay  society  in  London. 

Thus  passed,  in  alternate  retirement  and 
dissipation,  ten  days  or  a  fortnight,  during 
•which  Julius  never  once  approached  his 
uncle's  house.  The  whole  family  was  in 
amazement  at  his  long  secession,  and  Tulbot, 
at  Adda's  request,  called  upon  him  re- 
peatedly :  but  he  either  was  out,  or  chose 
to  be  denied,  and  nothing  satisfactory  re- 
sulted from  the  measure.  Unable  to  endure, 
iflk  total  passiveness,  a  longer  estrangement, 
she  dispatched  to  him  one  morning  the  fol- 
lowing lines  : 

u  For  the  many  pleasant  hours  I  owe  to 
your  recent  kindness,  I  am  too  grateful,  my 
dear  brother,  not  to  lament  most  deeply 
your  present  neglect :  yet,  circumstanced 
I  am,  you  well  know,  it  is  out  of  my  power 
to  be  the  first  to  seek  an  interview;  and  the 
inactivity  to  which  I  am  condemned,  may, 
if  not  candidly  interpreted,  appear  to  \ 
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the  effect  of  indifference  and  unconcern. 
But  these  are  feelings,  of  all  others,  the 
most  remote  from  my  heart.  I  think  of  you 
perpetually ;  I  look  round  for  you  with 
eagerness  every  evening  when  abroad,  and 
I  listen  for  you  with  impatience  every  morn- 
ing when  at  home  :  disappointment  follows 
upon  disappointment,  and  I  too  often  am 
compelled  to  fear  that  I  have  indeed  lost  my 
brother  ! — Ah,  Julius  !  Remember  how  sen- 
sible you  lately  were  to  the  pleasures  of  fa- 
mily affection — how  cordially  you  accepted 
from  me,  and  with  what  zeal  you  repaid, 
every  testimony  of  confidence  and  attach- 
ment! You  owned  that  our  affinity,  and  thp 
friendship  it  cemented,  contributed  to  yonv 
happiness.  My  dearest  Julias,  so  likewise., 
and  in  a  yet  higher  degree,  perhaps,  it  did 
to  mine !  Let  us  then,  once  more,  I  implore 
you,  purchase  the  same  happiness  upon  the 
same  terms  : — let  us  again  be  at  amity  with 
each  other.  Adieu. 

"  A.  C." 

This  note  was  carried  by  Amy  to  Hert- 
ford Street,   with    directions  to  wait  whilst 
Julius  read  it.     But  it  produced  no  written 
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answer ;  a  verbal  arid  laconic  message  was 
all  that  could  be  obtained — "  Tell  my  sister 
that  I  am  going  out,  and  too  much  hurried 
to  write." 

Adela  heard  this  cold  sentence  with  a 
sigh  : — "  What  more,"  she  cried,  "  can  I 
do  ? — Surely,  if  he  now  perseveres  in  avoid- 
ing me,  it  is  not  from  entertaining  any 
doubt  of  my  solicitude  for  a  reconcilia- 
tion !" 

In  the  evening,  Mrs.  Cleveland,  at  the 
repeated  and  earnest  supplication  of  her 
eldest  daughter,  was  to  receive  a  select  com- 
pany to  hear  a  celebrated  new  performer  on 
the  piano-forte,  from  whom  Barbara  had 
lately  began  taking  lessons,  and  whom  she 
was  anxious  to  shew  off  to  her  coteinporary 
rivals.  As  his  benefit  was  approaching,  she 
also  professed  a  great  desire  to  introduce 
him  to  some  liberal  patrons  of  music,  who 
might  perhaps  apply  to  him  for  tickets. 
But  whatever  her  ostensible  reasons  might 
be,  Mrs.  Cleveland  was  perfectly  aware,  that 
the  real  and  principal  one  was,  a  vehement 
ambition  to  be  known  and  distinguished  as 
the  scholar  of  one  of  the  most  surprising 
performers  who  had,  perhaps,  ever  been 
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heard  in  England.  She  took  no  pains  to 
conceal  this  opinion  ;  but  willing  to  exempt 
herself  from  further  persecution,  gave  an 
ungracious  assent  to  the  scheme,  without, 
however,  resigning  the  privilege  of  sneering 
at  it  every  time  it  was  discussed. 

At  this,  comparatively,  private  party, 
Christina  was  allowed  to  make  her  appear- 
ance. She  attached  herself  closely  to  Adela 
the  whole  evening ;  behaved  with  remark- 
able circumspection,  and  drew  forth,  from 
several  of  her  mother's  old  friends,  and  from 
Sir  Patrick  Harleyin  particular,  many  com- 
pliments on  the  improvement  of  her  man- 
ners and  deportment. 

"  You  do  real  credit,  my  dear  little   cou- 
sin," said  he,  "  to  your  charming  governess, 
and  .1  never,  in  so  short  a  time,  saw  so  asto 
nishing  a  reformation  effected." 

The  epithet  charming,  applied  to  her 
poor  emaciated  and  sallow  Mademoiselle 
Durocher,  cowering  at  that  very  minute  over 
the  school-room  fire,  was  too  much  for  the 
new-born  gravity  and  decorum  of  Christina 
to  withstand.  She  laughed  heartily;  yet 
recollecting  the  fabulous  account  she  had 
herself  given  to  Sir  Patrick  of  Adela,  and 
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suspecting  it  was  possible,  as  he  had  been 
out  of  town  for  the  last  week,  that  the  mis- 
take had  never  been  cleared  up,  she  was  on 
the  point  of  asking  him  some  questions  to 
ascertain  the  fact,  when  the  sight  of  Julius, 
just  entering  the  room,  arrested  her  words, 
and  gave  an  entirely  new  direction  to  her 
thoughts.     She  instantly  pointed  him  out  to 
thehalfrdoubting,  half-rejoicing  Adel  a,  who, 
with  some  difficulty  forbore  springing  for- 
ward to  meet  him.     As  he  approached  the 
side  of  the  room  on  which  she  sat,  his  eye 
encountered  hers,  and  he  saw  her  extending 
towards  him  a  ready,  yet  timid  hand.   This 
sisterly  and  placable  invitation,  Julius   had 
the  unkindness  to  withstand.     Me  looked  at 
her  for  a  moment,  as  if  he   scarcely  kne\v 
ber,  and  then  passed  on  to  speak  to  Jemima 
and  her  brother. 

Sir  Patrick  Harley,  slow  as  he  generally 
was  of  apprehension,  had  not  been  wholly 
blind  to  such  manifest  symptoms  of  avoid- 
ance, nor  had  he  failed  to  observe  their  pain- 
ful effect  upon  Adela.  lie  stood  in  deep 
meditation  during  some  seconds,  and  then, 
walking  gravely  up  to  Julius. 

"  JJul    you    perceive,      Mr.  Cleveland," 
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said  he,  f<  a  lady  who,  as  you  crossed  the 
room,  seemed  desirous  of  speaking  with 
you  ?'* 

"  Yes,  Sir  Patrick;  and  what  then?" 
Somewhat  abruptly  demanded  Julius  — 
"  J)id  she  commission  you  to  make  the  en- 
quiry ?" 

"  No,  sir, — no,  certainly  she  did  not: 
but  I  am  induced  to  trouble  you  upon  the 
subject  from  motives  of — of  surprise, — of 
curiosity." 

".  And  whence,  my  dear  sir,  either  your 
^urprise,  or  your  curiosity?" 

"  Why,  Mr.  Cleveland,"  resumed  the 
baronet,  mysteriously  lowering  his  voice, 
"  this  lady,  whilst  the  family  she  resides 
with,  was  out  of  town — pardon  me  ; — but 
did  I  not,  pretty  frequently,  see  you  driving 
her  about  in  your  curricle  ?" 

"  Well,  Sir  Patrick,  and  let  me  ask  again, 
what  then?" 

lc  Why,  then,  of  course,  you  were  upon 
good  terms.  You  no\v,  I  believe,  regard 
her  differently  ?" 

<f  What  the  d— 1,  sir,  can  all  this  be  temU 
to?" 
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"  Have  patience — have  patience,  Mr. 
Cleveland !  I  shall  soon  make  myself  more 
clearly  understood.  I  admire  the  lady,  sir, 
very  greatly  1" 

*'  You  do  her  too  much  honour  !" 

u  Why,  certainly,  her  position  appears — 
appears,  at  least — equivocal !" 

Julius  started,  as  if  he  had  trodden  upon 
a  viper. 

"  Confusion  !  Sir  Patrick — Do  you  say 
this  to  me  ?" 

"  My  good  sir,  all  things  considered,  is 
there  not  more  reason  to  say  it  to  you  than 
to  any  man  living  •  If  you  liked  her  well 
enough,  a  short  time  since  to  endanger  her 
reputation  hy  your  assiduities,  why  do  you 
••.light  her  now  ?  If  you  only  affect  this  re- 
serve as  a  blind  to  the  persons  she  is  engaged 
with." 

u  The  persons  she  is  engaged  with  !  En- 
danger her  reputation  ! — In  the  d — 1's  name. 
Sir  Patrick,  who  and  what  do  you  take  her 
for?" 

"  Why,  sir,  Christina  told  me  the  capa- 
city she  came  in,  the  very  night  of  her  ar  • 
rival." 
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<c  The  capacity  she  came  in  !" 

"  Yes,  Mr.  Cleveland  ;  and  I  must  take 
the  liberty  to  add — though,  to  be  sure,  it  is 
no  business  of  mine,  and  young  men  will 
allow  themselves  great  licences  in  these  days 
— yet,  I  must  say,  that  I  think  it  was  al- 
most a  pity  to  select  this  poor  girl  as  the 
object  of  your  pursuit  : — she  had  a  very 
modest  appearance.  But  I  wish  you  would 
now  be  sincere  with  me  ;  I  wish  yon  would 
tell  me  whether  you  have  now  positively 
given  her  up." 

Julius,  convinced  the  poor  baronet  was 
involved  in  some  almost  inextricable  blun- 
der ;  half  inclined  to  laugh,  and  half  pro- 
voked to  be  in  a  rage,  now  said — 

"  Have  you  never  heard  her  name,  Sir 
Patrick  ?" 

"  I  have  forgotten  it — foreign  names  I 
can  seldom  long  retain/' 

"  But  you  have  not  forgotten  the  capacity 
in  which  Christina  told  you  that  she  was 
introduced  here? — Pray,  what  was  it  ?" 

"  The  child  said,  she  was  her  governess. 
As  such,  of  course,  I  should  only  have  con- 
sidered her  in  the  light  of  a  handsome  young 
woman,  whom  it  was  a  pity  should  be   de- 
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voted  to  such  a  life  of  dependence— but  with 
whom  I  could  have  no  concern  or  relation. 
As  yoar  discarded  favourite,  Mr.  Cleveland, 
the  case  becomes  different ;  and  if  you  really 
nnd  truly  mean  to  break  oft'  with  her,  why 
may  not  I  seek  to  render  myself  accept- 
able r" 

Julius  found  it  impossible  longer  to  pre- 
serve his  gravity,  and  whilst  he  laughed 
without  contfoul,  Sir  Patrick,  regarding 
him  with  some  resentment,  said  very 
coldly — 

"  The  lady,  sir,  may  perhaps  not  think 
my  dispositions  in  her  favour  so  ridicu- 
lous !" 

"  We  will  ascertain  that  point  in  a  mo- 
ment, my  dear  Sir  Patrick  !"  cried  Julius, 
endeavouringto recover  his  gravity — "Come 
with  me,  and  1  will  have  the  honour  of  in- 
tro-ilucing  you  to  her  immediately." 

Sir  Patrick  hung  back,  half  distrustful  of 
his  meaning,  but  Julius,  seizing  his  arm, 
drew  him  almost  forcibly  forward,  and 
paused  not  till  they  reached  the  spot  which 
Adela  still  occupied. 

"  Now,  Sir  Patrick,"  cried  he,  "  give  me 
leave  to  assist  your  iatcntiou  of  render! 
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yourself  acceptable  to  this  highly  honoured 
lady :  allow  me  to  solicit  a  continuation  of 
your  favourable  dispositions  in  behalf  of—- 
Miss Cleveland — of  ray  sister !" 

Whilst  Sir  Patrick,  breathless  with  amaze- 
ment, was  considering  what  to  say,  Adela, 
delighted  by  her  brother's  approach,  and 
yet  more,  by  the  apparent  restoration  of  his 
good-humour,  snatched  his  hand,  and 
eagerly,  though  in  a  suppressed  voice, 
said — 

"  Oh,  Julius !  I  am  so  happy  that  you 
have  again  entered  this  house!1' 

He  hastily,  and  with  affected  carelessness, 
shook  the  hand  which  she  had  placed  within 
his  own,  saying — 

"  Don't  let  us  recur  to  the  past.  We 
have  both  something  to  complain  of,  and 
must  both  resolve  to  forget  and  forgive  !" 

Adela  was  too  sincerely  desirous  to  be 
upon  good  terms  with  him,  to  cavil  at  an 
assertion  which,  ignorant  as  she  still  was  of 
the  nature  of  the  offence  she  had  given  him, 
neither  did,  nor  could  appear  to  her  per- 
fectly just.  She  resigned,  however,  all  ^n- 
temtion  of  seeking  to  convince  him  that  he 
was  accusing  one  uacons ciou&Jiow  she  h*uJ 
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deserved  it  ;  and  with  a  smile  of  genuine 
and  unreproaching  affection,  was  content  to 
be  again  received  into  favour  on  his  own  un- 
gracious terms. 

As  soon  as  Sir  Patrick  had  overcome  his 
first  astonishment  at  the  discovery  of  the 
imposition  which  had  been  practised  upon 
him,  he  turned  towards  Christina,  and  so- 
lemnly demanded  why  she  had  thought  pro- 
per so  unaccountably  to  mislead  him  }" 

"  Really,  Sir  Patrick,  it  is  so  long  ago," 
answered  she,  giddily,  "that  I  can  hardly 
tell. — However,  I  only  half  misled  you." 

"How  so  f  Did  you  not  in  plain  terms 
assert,  that  the  lady  was  your  governess  r" 

"  Why  so  she  is  !  She  governs  me  by  my 
own  choice  ;'  and  more  despotically  than 

;•  yet  v,  as  done  by  the    stoutest  compul- 

•       i» 
sion  . 

Whilst  the  baronet,  and  his  little  kins- 
woman were  settling  this  dispute,  Adela, 
who  heard  her  brother  say  that  he  had  an- 
other engagement,  and  meant  to  go  away 

ly,  drew  him  aside  to  ask  if  he  had 
hoard  lately  from  Bath  ? 

"  Yes  ;  I  had  a  letter  three  days  ago  ; 
my  father  is  quite  recovered,  and  writes  in 
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good  spirits,  but  seems  to  have  no  immediate 
intention  of  coming  to  town.  I  will  bring 
you  bis  letter  to-morrow.  He  asks  whether 
you  are  still  in  Hertford  Street,  for  I  have 
not  had  the  grace  to  send  him  a  single  line 
since  yon  left  me." 

"  Were  I  but  permitted  to  become  his 
correspondent,"  cried  Adela,  "how  infinitely 
more  punctual  he  should  find  me  !" 

"  Ah,  this  is  all  very  pretty  talking  !  But 
if  you  were  to  be  as  much  put  out  of  hu- 
mour as  I  have  been,  this  last  fortnight, 
with  the  very  person  you  most  wished  to 
write  with  kindness  about,  I  fancy  you  would 
find  your  diligence  considerably  checked  !" 

"  Dear  Julius — was  your  anger  against 
me  the  cause  of  your  silence  ?" 

"  To  be  sure  it  was  ! — I  must  be  a  villain 
indeed  to  sit  down  and  abuse  you  to  my  fa- 
ther ;  and  yet,  if  I  had  allowed  myself  to 
mention  your  name,  I  should  infallibly  have 
done  it  in  such  a  way  as  would  have  led  him 
to  suspect  something  wrong," 

"  But  you  now  mean  to  write  very  soon, 
do  you  not  ?" 

c  Yes ;  perhaps  to-night  when  I  go 
or,  at  latest^  to-morrow." 
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"  Then,"  said  Adela,  smiling,  "  I  am  as- 
sured of  being  again  in  complete  favour. 
To  know  this,  I  shall  hereafter  always  en- 
quire whether  yon  have  sent  off  any  recent 
dispatches  to  my  father." 

"  You  need  travel  no  such  circuitous  road, 
I  promise  you.  Look  but  in  my  counte- 
nance, and  that  will  always  tell  yon  the  dis- 
position I  am  in,  without  the  trouble  of  a 
single  enquiry.  I  know  not  the  man  or 
woman  in  existence  for  whom  I  would  be  at 
the  pains  of  disguising  my  real  feelings  a 
moment.  But,  good  night.  I  was  pleased 
with  your  note,  and  am  heartily  glad  that 
we  are  friends  again  : — so  glad,  indeed,  as 
now  hardly  to  regret  having  encountered  all 
this  crazy,  fantastical  noise,  which  they  call 
music.  Marrow  bones  and  cleavers,  to  my 
ears,  would  be  celestial  harmony  compared 
to  it!" 

He  then  hastened  away  ;  and  Jemima, 
soon  after,  approaching  Adela,  said — 

"  Was  ever  any  thing  more  provoking 
than  the  endless  duration  of  this  odious  con- 
cert ?  ' 

"  Has  it  condemned  yon  to  too  long  a  si- 
lence r" 


TRAITS  OF  NATURE.  207; 

<s  Oh,  I  have  not  paid  it  the  compliment 
of  being  silent  at  all,  I  assure  yon  !  But 
don't  you  remember  the  engagement  we  were 
to  have  kept,  had  it  concluded  in  tolerable 
time  ?" 

"  At  least,  I  remember  no  particular  rea- 
son for  so  much  regretting  that  engage- 
ment." 

"  My  dearest  cousin,  yon  really  have  not 
the  smallest  feeling  for  one's  crnelest  disap- 
pointments ! — I  recollect  perfectly  having 
told  yon  how  fully  I  expected  to  meet  a  cer- 
tain gentleman  ;  and  that,  you  know,  is  now 
entirely  out  of  the  question." 

**  But  I  did  not  know,  said  Adcla,  "that 
a  little  procrastination  in  an  interview  of 
this  sort,  might  not  double  all  its  charms." 

"  Now,  pray,  do  not  make  a  jest  of  my 
distress  !  I  assure  yon  that  I  never  was  more 
mortified  in  my  life.  Ah,  you  will  learn  to 
understand,  some  day  or  other,  how  painful 
these  little  vexations,  as  you  now  think  thein_, 
are  to  a  feeling  heart !" 

"  Pray  do  not  prophecy  such  evil  things 
to  me  !  You  shall  have  all  the  commisera- 
tion you  can  desire,  without  holding  out  to 
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me  the  threat  of  becoming  a  member  of  your 
own  piteous  corps  !" 

"  But  now,  seriously  speaking ;  is  it  not 
the  most  intolerable  grievance  in  the  world, 
to  be  kept  at  home  by  such  a  tiresome  suc- 
cession of  mad  capriccios,  when  one  is  dying 
to  be  in  another  place  ?" 

"  Perhaps  you  have  deserved  the  penance 
by  some  mad  capriccios  of  your  own.  Have 
you  never  treated  the  certain  gentleman  in 
question  with  any  specimens  of  these  ?" 

"  Oh,  never,  never !  He  is  too  superior, 
too  exalted  in  mind,  in  manners,  in  rank,  in 
every  thing,  to  be  treated  for  a  single  instant 
with  flightincss  or  disrespect.  How  I  wish 
that  you  could  see  him  !" 

"  Perhaps,  I  might  not  find  it  very  safe 
to  see  him.'' 

"  Yes,  I  think  you  would,  for  you  don't 
at  all  give  me  the  idea  of  a  person  likely  to 
fall  very  desperately  in  love." 

"  Do  you  pity  or  envy  my  supposed  in- 
sensibility ?" 

"  I  scarcely  know !"  replied  Jemima, 
sighing  deeply,  and  assuming  an  air  of  pen- 
sive dejection. — ''  A  tender  heart,  no  doubt, 
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exposes  us  to  many  sorrows  ;  but  I  know 
not  that  I  would  exchange  it  for  the  torpor 
of  indifference !" 

Adela,  weary  of  so  sentimental  a  dialogue, 
and,  long  since,  fully  satisfied  with  the  un- 
solicited share  of  this  young  lady's  con- 
fidence to  which  she  had  been  admitted, 
now  left  her  to  the  indulgence  of  a  romantic 
reverie,  and  strolled  to  another  part  of  the 
room. 


• 
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CHAP.  VIII. 


RECOGNITION. 

A  FEW  days  after  poor  Barbara's  unwelcome 
and  decried  concert,  Adela  accompanied  the 
General,  her  aunt,  and  Jemima  to  a  great 
dinner-party,  at  a  house  where  she  was  an 
entire  stranger,  and  which  nothing  hut  the 
express  desire  of  her  jincle  would  have  in- 
duced her  to  enter.  Jemima  was  as  reluc- 
tant to  accept  this  formal  invitation  as  her 
less  dissipated  cousin,  and  liherally  bestowed 
upon  it  the  usual  epithets  •  hich  a  certain 
class  of  young  ladies  always  do  bestow  upon 
every  thing  that  they  think  disagreeable  : 
>lje  called  it  a  detestable  bore,  a  monstrous 
plague,  an  odious  imposition  !  and  even 
vnvied  her  eldest  sister  the  regale  of  dining 
with  her  aunt  at  Hampton.  These  ebul- 
litions of  discontent,  probably,  had  their 
e  ;  for  when  the  time  came  for  departing, 
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Jemima  had  tired  herself  by  her  own  mur- 
murs, and  ascended  the  carriage,  dressed 
most  becomingly,  and  looking  remaikably 
pretty,  (which  circumstances,  doubtless,  had 
also  their  reconciling  effects)  with  infinitely 
less  averseness  than  Adela,  who  had 
scarcely  spoken  a  word  against  the  inevit- 
able visit. 

Theirs  was  the  last  party  that  arrived  : 
the  splendid  drawing-room  was  already 
filled  with  guests,  and  it  appeared,-  by  the 
immediate  order  given  on  their  entrance  for 
dinner,  that  the  company  had  been  kept 
waiting  merely  on  their  account. 

Adela  looked  around  in  vain  for  a  face 
she  had  ever  seen  before  :  but  Jemima  was 
more  fortunate,  and  speedily  found  out,  and 
became  engaged  in  conversation  with  several 
persons  she  knew.  Presently,  however, 
coming  behind  her  cousin's  chair,  she  whis- 
pered— 

"  They  tell  me,  that  Lord  Ennerdale  is 
amongst  the  group  of  gentlemen  near  that 
window  !" 

''  I  give  you  joy,"  said  Adela. 
"  Oh,   I    am   wild   to   be   assured   of  it  ! 
How  little  did  I  think  that  so  great  a  plea- 
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sure  awaited  me  !     What  happiness  it  will 
be,  if  he  should  sit  next  me  !"' 

"  You  have  my  best  wishes  that  he  may. 
I  am  sorry  that  I  cannot  give  you  any  more 
effectual  assistance." 

"  There  are  very  few  girls  here,"  said 
Jemima,  pleased  with  her  answer  ;  "  that 
would  give  me  half  as  much." 

They  were  now  summoned  to  descend  to 
the  eating-room  ;  and,  as  they  passed  the 
gentlemen  collected  near  the  door,  Adela 
was  confirmed  in  her  conjecture  that  the 
stranger  with  whom  she  had  conversed  at 
Mrs.  Elmer's  ball  was  Lord  Ennerdale,  by 
beholding  him  amongst  the  number,  and 
hearing  Jemima,  in  a  low  voice,  say — 

"  There  he  stands  !  Do  look  at  him. 
Is  he  not  very  handsome  ?" 

;  Yes';   but   I   hope   he   is    not   quite   so 
well  persuaded  of  it  as  you  are  !" 

At  table,  the  luckless  Jemima,  in  defi- 
.*iuv  of  all  her  manceuvering  to  obtain  a 
seat  near  him,  was  compelled  to  accept  a 
vacancy  between  an  old  lady  and  her 
married  son,  at  the  greatest  possible  dis- 
tance from  him.  Her  vexation  was  sufli- 
ciently  obvious  ;  and  Adela,  had  she  sup- 
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posed  her  own  place  would  have  been 
deemed  any  better,  most  readily  would  have 
resigned  it :  but  it  was  equally  remote  from 
the  spot  Jemima  wished  to  occupy  ;  and 
her  neighbours,  instead  of  an  old  lady  and 
her  married  son,  were  a  deaf  officer,  and  an 
insipid-looking  girl,  who,  to  every  thing 
that  was  said,  answered  in  monosyllables  ; 
and  seemed  totally  divested  of  all  aim,  save 
that  of  not  omitting  to  taste  a  single  dish  at 
the  table. 

Thus  unenviably  closed  in,  ashamed  as 
well  as  provoked  to  observe  the  determined 
sullenness  of  Jemima's  aspect,  and  incapable 
of  doing  such  honour  to  the  sumptuous 
entertainment  before  them,  as  her  laconic 
neighbour,  Adela  directed  her  attention  to 
whatever  part  of  the  table  seemed  to  fur- 
nish the  best  conversation.  She  found 
none  that  interested  her  so  particularly  as  a 
debate  amicably  carried  on  by  two  or  three 
gentlemen  at  some  distance,  relative  to  the 
characteristic  differences  between  Scottish 
and  Welsh  scenery.  She  had  herself  been 
in  the  former  country,  and  knowing,  either 
by  description  or  by  sight,  several  of  the 
spots  to  which  they  were  alluding,  -she 
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became  unwilling  to  lose  a  word  ;  and  not 
the  less  so,  for  finding  that  the  subject  had 
attracted  likewise  the  attention  of  Lord 
Ennerdale,  who  very  soon  became  a  party 
engaged  in  the  discussion.  His  animation, 
his  brilliant  powers  of  description,  the  flow- 
ing and  easy  elegance  of  his  language,  and, 
perhaps,  more  than  all,  the  charm  commu- 
nicated to  every  sentence  he  uttered  by  the 
manly  sweetness  of  his  voice,  gradually 
drew,  and  fixed  towards  that  part  of  the 
table,  the  delighted  attention  of  every  one 
present.  The  deaf  old  officer  alone,  broke 
in  occasionally  upon  a  conversation  which 
the  rest  of  the  company  shewed  such  solici- 
tude to  hear  without  interruption.  He  MI\V 
that  something  more  entertaining  than 
usual  was  passing;  he  read  upon  every 
countenance,  pleasure  and  approbation  ; 
and  he  observed  that  no  one  was  a  more 
devoted  auditor  than  Adela.  To  her,  thr.n, 
giving  her  repeated  jog.s  with  his  elbow. 
continually  applied  — 

"Hey?     What  was  that?      What   i 
laying  now  ?     What  arc  they  talking  ol 
And    she,   too   well-bred,   as   well   as  too 
od-humoured,  to  give  him  a  direct  rebuff. 
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yet  cruelly  annoyed,  found  no  resource,  but 
in  trying  to  make  him  understand  by  signs, 
that  she  would  ..satisfy  his  curiosity  when 
the  conversation  came  to  a  pause. 

The  first  disposition  to  mirth  visihle  upon 
the  face  of  Jemima  throughout  the  whole 
repast,  was  excited  by  this  scene  :  and  before 
Adela  had  time  to  feel  angry  at  her  evident 
enjoyment  of  the  persecution  she  was  un- 
dergoing, a  smile  upon  the  countenance  ot 
Lord  Ennerdale  caught  her  eye,  which  so 
irresistibly  impelled  her  to  sympathy,  that, 
forgetting  all  previous  vexation,  she  was 
seized  with  an  inclination  to  laugh  moie 
uncontrollable  than  that  of  either  of  her 
mischievous  observers.  Mrs.  Cleveland 
looked  indignant  ;  the  General  enquired 
what  was  the  joke  ;  the  elderly  ladies  all 
appeared  scandalized  at  the  silly  girl's 
flighty  airs  ;  Jemima  tittered  with  redoubled 
glee  ;  the  men  regarded  Adela  with  sur- 
prise, thought  her  a  fool,  but  a  pardonable, 
because  a  very  handsome  one  ;  and  the 
misses  screwed  up  their  pretty  mouths  with 
marked  disdain  of  such  true  rural  breeding. 
Lord  Ennerdale,  conscious  of  the  share  he 
had  borne  in  exciting  all  this  disapprobation 
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was  by  no  means  slow  in  seeking  to  repair 
the  error.  He  resumed  the  subject  which, 
for  awhile,  had  been  suspended,  and  resumed 
it  with  such  spirit,  such  vivacity,  and  even 
eloquence,  that  his  auditors,  wholly  cap- 
tivated, forgot  poor  Adela's  involuntary 
trespass — and  what  was  far  more  difficult, 
she  was  allured  to  forget  it  herself ! 

When,  at  length,  the  ladies  rose  to  re- 
tire, Jemima,  approaching  her  cousin,  at- 
tempted some  apology  for  the  wicked  plea- 
sure which  she  had  taken  in  her  distress  : 

"  But  really,  the  blunt,  loud  questions  of 
that  jogging  old  Colonel,  and  your  useless 
endeavours  to  keep  him  quiet,  were  not  to 
be  resisted !  And,  after  all,  it  was  not  the 
sight  of  my  risibility  that  provoked  you  to 
laughter,  but  the  expressive  smile  of  Lord 
Eimerdale  ;  and  if  you  could  have  withstood 
it,  you  must  have  been  made  of  stone." 

No  theme  was  now  expatiated  upon  in 
this  circle  of  females,  except  that  of  Lord 
Ennerdale,  and  no  praise  seemed  too  enthu- 
siastic to  bestow  upon  his  various  merits. 
Some  spoke  of  his  incomparable  colloquial 
talents  ;  others  extolled  his  unequalled  po- 
liteness ;  the  younger  individuals  of  the 


TRAITS   OF  NATURE. 

assembly  were  lavish  in  praise  of  the  grace- 
fulness of  his  bow ;  and  their  mothers  des- 
canting on  his  character  in  private  life, 
seemed  tempted  to  consider  as  the  greatest 
misfortune  attending  the  loss  of  their  own 
youth,  the  barrier  that  circumstance  opposed 
to  their  forming  any  hopes  of  achieving  his 
conquest  themselves. 

Some  of  the  dinner-guests  remained 
stationary  during  the  evening,  and,  amongst 
others,  Mrs.  Cleveland  and  her  party  ;  new 
visitors  also  arrived,  and  by  the  time  a 
detachment  of  the  gentlemen  from  below 
ascended  to  join  the  ladies,  a  large  company 
was  assembled. 

Lord  Ennerdale  was  one  of  those  who,; 
thought  proper  to  make  his  re-appearance. 
Adela,  when  he  entered,  was  standing 
amidst  a  group  of  girls  who  seemed  all  to' 
be  thrown  into  a  flutter  by  his  approach. 
She  herself,  though  from  a  very  different 
cause,  was  not  wholly  exempt  from  pertur- 
bation. She  thought  of  the  bitter  resent- 
ment which  her  speaking  to  him  on  a 
former  occasion,  had,  as  she  believed, 
awakened  in  her  brother  ;  she  anticipated 
what  might  result  from  any  renewal  of  the 
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conference,  should  that  imperious  brother 
become  apprized  of  it ;  and,  in  consequence 
of  these  reflections,  quietly  withdrawing  to 
a  seat,  she  determined  to  avoid  as  much  as 
possible  all  intercourse  with  so  interdicted 
an  acquaintance. 

Meanwhile   his   lordship    advancing   to- 
Avards  the  party  she  had  just  quitted,  ad- 
^d^essed  to  those  who  stood   nearest,   some 
questions  about  the  Opera ;  enchanted  se- 
veral of  the  circle  by  saying  that  he  had 
had  the  pleasure   of  seeing  them  once  or 
twice  in   Kensington  Gardens ;    asked  Je- 
mima, who  was  always  the  most  forward  to 
answer  him,  whether  she  continued  her  rides 
on  horseback  ;  and  then,  adverting  to  what 
had  passed  at  dinner,  he  gaily  reproached 
her   for    so    uncharitably   contributing    to 
heighten  the  confusion  occasioned  by  the 
persevering  interrogations  of  the  deaf  Co- 
lonel. 

"  Oh,  my  lord,"  cried  she,  "  do  not 
seek  to  screen  yourself  by  casting  the  blame 
upon  me  !  I  protest,  the  unfortunate 
laugher  never  moved  a  muscle  till  she 
caught  your  eye,  and  beheld  the  look  of 
mock  commiseration  with  which  you  re- 
garded her." 
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"  Instead  of  commiseration/'  replied 
he,  "  my  countenance  ought  rather  to  have 
expressed  a  wish  to  congratulate  her  on 
being  judged  the  only  individual  patient 
and  amiable  enough,  in  so  large  a  company, 
to  endure,  without  resentment,  such  lasting 
persecution." 

"  Why  now,  my  lord,  do  you  really  be- 
lieve, that  if  the  veriest  shrew  in  creation 
had  been  sitting  next  to  the  old  man,  he 
would  have  tormented  her  at  all  less  ?  He 
made  it  no  part  of  his  business  to  study  the 
humour  with  which  his  importunity  was 
borne ;  all  he  aimed  at  was  to  appease  his 
own  restless  curiosity." 

Lord  Ennerdale  perceiving  by  this  speech, 
that  praise  of  another,  however  indirect, 
was  far  from  being  acceptable  to  his  fair  au- 
ditress,  now  waved  the  subject.  He  enquired 
after  her  brother,  and  regretted  that  they 
so  seldom  met ;  and  then,  alluding  to  their 
recent  abode  at  Hampton,  asked  what  had 
been  their  inducement  for  paying  a  visit 
into  the  country  at  so  uninviting  a  season  ? 

Jemima,  exulting  in  the  duration  of  his 
conference  with  her,  could  not  even  conceal 
the  vanity  and  self-importance  to  which  it 
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gave  birth.  Her  eyes  roved  in  a  thousand 
directions  to  remark  who  noticed  her  tri- 
umph ;  she  became  every  instant  more  gla- 
ringly affected,  more  voluble,  and  more 
childishly  solicitous  to  shew  off;  and,  by 
degrees,  drew  around  her  such  a  circle  of 
inquisitive  observers,  that  Adela,  who  saw 
from  the  place  where  she  sat,  all  that 
passed,  thought  she  never  could  sufficiently 
congratulate  herself  on  having  effected  so 
well-timed  a  retreat  from  her  vicinity. 

The  entrance  of  a  new  claimant  to  notice 
at  length  changed  the  face  of  affairs,  and 
completely  eclipsed  the  brightness  of  poor 
Jemima's  transient  honours.  This  person- 
age was  Mrs.  Elmer,  the  lady  at  whose 
house  Adela  had  spent  an  evening  which 
terminated  so  memorably. 

Mrs.  Elmer,  with  very  slender  preten- 
sions to  either  beauty  or  talents,  possessed 
an  influence  in  society  so  securely  esta- 
blished, that  it  was  vain  for  any  younger 
competitor  suddenly  to  think  of  outvying 
her.  She  was  at  the  head  of  a  splendid  es- 
tablishment, gave  numerous  and  superb  en- 
tertainment^ and  was  connected  with  some 
of  the  most  powerful  personages  in  minis- 
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terial  authority.  What  further  confirmed 
her  consequence,  was  the  easy  assurance 
with  which  she  invariably  laid  claim  to  it. 
She  was  not  to  he  charged  with  decided  in- 
solence ;  but  a  slight  from  any  one  she  had 
ever  distinguished,  or  an  attempt  to  evade 
those  attentions  to  which  she  deemed  her- 
self entitled,  were  injuries  she  was  scarcely 
capable  of  forgiving.  She  had  a  rage  for 
patronizing,  that  sometimes  produced  offices 
of  real  service,  but  oftener  effected  nothing 

o 

more  than  blank  disappointment,  after 
having  exacted  the  most  fatiguing  and 
assiduous  attendance.  Lord  Ennerdale, 
amongst  those  who  frequented  her  house 
with  the  most  uniform  security  of  a  con- 
stant welcome,  held  the  highest  place  in 
her  real  regard ;  and  was,  perhaps,  the 
only  exception  she  admitted  to  her  declared 
rule  of  not  suffering  young  men  to  avow, 
in  her  presence,  a  will  or  opinion  differing 
from  her  own.  He  scrupled  not  to  hold 
many  opinions  decidedly  incompatible  with 
those  she  professed ;  and  manifested  on 
various  occasions,  an  inflexibility  of  volition 
that  would  have  rendered  her  the  bitterest 
foe  of  any  other  culprit :  but  he  seemed 
L  3 
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privileged,  without  effort,  to  keep  possession 
of  that  place  in  her  good  graces,  which  so 
many  others,  with  all  the  diligence  they 
could  exert,  failed  to  preserve. 

In  the  room  adjoining  to  that  in  which 
the  majority  of  the  company  was  assembled, 
a  small  coterie  of  young  ladies,  weary  of 
Jemima's  long  flirtation,  had  gathered 
round  a  piano-forte,  and  sought  a  resource 
from  ennui  in  music.  Adela  soon  joined 
this  party,  and  was  listening  with  great  de- 
light to  a  modest  and  charming  girl  who, 
at  the  joint  entreaty  of  her  companions, 
had  been  prevailed  upon  to  sing,  when 
Mrs.  Elmer  and  Lord  Ennerdale  stole 
softly  into  the  room.  The  former  smiled 
and  courtseyed  with  infinite  graciousness  to 
Adela,  and  then,  after  whispering  some- 
thing to  her  noble  escort,  they  both  became 
silently  attentive  to  the  interesting  per- 
former. 

The  song  being  ended,  Lord  Ennerdale 
drew  nearer  to  the  instrument,  and  compli- 
mented the  blushing  musician  in  terms  so 
judicious,  and  spoke  on  the  subject  with 
such  feeling  and  good  taste,  that  the  young 
lady,  and  all  her  associates,  declared  they 
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had  great  suspicions  he  was  a  performer 
himself.     He  laughingly,    but   most  posi- 
tively protested  the  contrary;   Mrs.  Elmer, 
however,  confirming  their  conjectures   by 
asserting,  that  it  was  otherwise  impossible 
to  account  for  his  possessing  so  much  judg- 
ment about  the  matter,  he  was  teased,  with 
such  perseverance,  to  give  them  a  specimen 
of  his  abilities,  that,  at  last,  he  said,  if  any 
of  them  would    dance,    he  would  play  a 
hornpipe !  And  immediately,  with  one  hand, 
and  the  most  comic  affectation  of  serious- 
ness,  he  puzzled   out    the  very  notes   to 
which,  so  many  years  before,  the  pretended 
harper's   son  had  danced   at   Mrs.  Somer- 
ville's.     Adela  started  at  the  well-remem- 
bered air,  and  whilst  her  eyes  were  fixed 
upon  him,  and  she  was  wondering  where 
he  also  could  have  heard  this  uncouth  me- 
lody, he  directed  towards  her  a  glance  of 
observation  so  keen,  that,  shrinking,  half- 
abashed,  she  sheltered  herself  behind  one  of 
her  young  companions,  and  more  than  ever 
perplexed  herself  to  divine  his  meaning  in 
the  selection  of  so  obsolete  a  strain. 

Much  laughing  applause  followed  his 
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humble   performance,,   and  he  was  eagerly 
pressed  for  a  second  proof  of  his  skill. 

<c  Oh,  if  this  does  not  content  you/' 
cried  he,  "  you  almost  deserve  to  be  pu- 
nished (as  I  have  known  some  others)  by 
hearing  the  very  tune  I  have  been  so  bril- 
liantly performing,  twanged  for  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  upon  a  villainous  harp,  during 
the  vehement  exertions  to  keep  measure  to 
it,  of  a  boy  professedly — deaf  and  dumb  !" 

Adela  again,  and  involuntarily,  stepped 
forward,  and  again  her  eyes  met  those  of 
Lord  Ennerdale,  in  which  the  most  ex- 
pressive significance  appeared.  Every  body 
begged  for  a  more  detailed  account  of  the 
strange  dancer  to  whom  he  had  alluded  ; 
and  with  great  humour,  he  gave  an  exact 
description  of  the  boy's  grotesque  appear- 
ance; of  his  total  disregard  of  the  wonder 
he  excited,  and  of  his  unsolicited  readiness 
to  display  his  accomplishments.  Then, 
with  more  seriousness,  he  spoke  of  the 
sweetness  and  good-humour  with  which  the 
loveliest  and  most  admired  young  female  in 
the  room,  had  condescended  to  become  the 
boy's  caterer,  and  to  honour  him  with  her 
personal  services  and  attention  ! 
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This  relation  was  heard  with  pleasure  by 
all  present,  Adela  alone  exccpted.  She  now 
felt  convinced,  that  he  had  obtained  his  in- 
formation at  Rosedown  Court,  from  Mr. 
or  Mrs.  Somerville  ;  but  ashamed  to  find 
herself  exalted  into  the  heroine  of  the  tale, 
she  once  more  retreated  out  of  sight,  and 
sincerely  wished  the  conversation  at  an  end. 
Some  time  after,  whilst  she  was  sitting  at 
a  little  distance  from  the  group  round  the 
instrument,  Mrs.  Elmer  approached  her  ; 
she  was  followed  by  Lord  Ennerdale,  and 
said,  with  a  smile, 

•"  I  have  been  upbraided,  Miss  Cleveland, 
for  not  availing  myself,  in  right  of  the  in- 
troduction which  I  owe  to  your  uncle's 
kindness  at  my  house  the  other  evening,  of 
the  privilege  I  now  possess  of  presenting  to 
you  my  own  friends.  Lord  Ennerdale  is 
solicitous  for  the  honour  of  your  acquaint- 
ance, and  begs  me  to  be  his  usher  and  inter- 
preter on  the  occasion." 

Adela  bowed,  but  without  speaking  ;  and 
the  Earl  said, 

ff  I  have  already  trespassed  on  the  good- 
ness of  Miss  Cleveland,  and  intruded  myself 
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upon  her  notice,   under  the  plea  of  being 
acquainted  with  her  sister ;    but  I  own,   I 
was   anxious   for    a    more    immediate    and 
visible  patroness  to  authorize  my  desire  of 
conversing  with  her." 

He  then  placed  himself  on  the  sofa  beside 
her,  and  Mrs.  Elmer,  in  a  few  minutes, 
walked  away. 

"  Have  not  I,"  said  he,  after  a  short  si- 
lence, "  an  astonishing  and  most  accurate 
memory  in  recording  past  occurrences  ?  I 
fear  your  recollection  of  former  times,  and 
former  friends,  is  by  no  means  so  faithful." 

"  Every  real  friend  I  now  possess/'  cried 
Adela,  zealous  to  defend  herself,  {t  has  been 
such  of  long  standing  ;  and  with  rne," 
added  she,  smiling,  "  the  most  infallible 
test  of  true  friendship,  is  its  wearing  the 
venerable  rust  of  antiquity." 

tf  Shall  I  hazard  to  name  one,  at  least, 
amongst  your  past  associates,  whom  you 
appear  wholly  to  have  discarded  from  your 
remembrance  ?" 

<f  Pray  speak  clearly,  my  lord." 

"  Had  you  not, — it  is  now,  I  acknow- 
ledge, long,  long  since — had  you  not,  in 
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<3ays  of  yore,  a  playmate,  a  companion.,  a 
fellow  ward  at  your  excellent  guardian's, 
named  Algernon  Mordington  ?" 

"  And  has  your  lordship  taken  all  this 
trouble,"  said  Adela,  smiling,  ef  to  convict 
me  of  having  forgotten  Algernon  ?" 

ef  He  complains,"  resumed  the  Earl, 
"  that  you  speak  to  him,  and  know  not 
with  whom  you  are  conversing;  that  you 
look  at  him,  and  remember  not  a  single 
feature  in  his  face;  that  you  meet  him, 
and  consider  him  as  an  utter  stranger  !" 

"  Tell  him,  my  lord,  that  in  answer  to 
these  heavy  charges,  I  have  to  plead,  that 
it  is  ten  years  since  I  have  seen  him.  The 
disguise  in  which  he  appeared  at  my  sister's 
sufficiently  accounts  for  my  blindness  on 
that  occasion ;  and  in  his  own  proper  per- 
son, he  has  never  made  himself  known  to 
me  since  he  quitted  Dr.  Hampden's." 

"  But  allow  me  to  ask — how  is  it,  that 
even  his  present  name  appears  also  to  be 
unknown  to  you  ?'* 

"  I  may  have  heard  it  often,  but  without 
suspecting  that  it  belongs  to  one  whom  I 
formerly  knew  under  any  other." 

"  Shall  I  more  explicitly  make  you  ac- 
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quaiuted  with  it?  And  will  you  then  pro- 
mise to  stretch  forth  towards  him,  wherever 
he  may  meet  you,  the  hand  of  an  unaltered 
friend  ?" 

"  I  will  with  pleasure." 
"  Then  now — this  very  now,"  cried  he, 
with  great  animation,  "  ghe   me  my  just 
due  !   I  would  not  forfeit  the  promised  boon 
for  the  wealth  of  worlds  !" 

Adela    had    heen    gradually    prepared, 
during  the  progress  of  this  dialogue,  to  an- 
ticipate its  leading  to  some  such  conclusion, 
and  affected  not  an  astonishment  which  she 
did  not  feel  :   but  her  satisfaction  at  gaining 
the  certainty  of  being  again  in  the  presence 
of  one  of  her  earliest   and   most   partially- 
remembered   favourites,  she  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  manifesting  with  the  frankest  cheer- 
fulness \    and    Lord    Ennerdale,    the   same 
quick-feeling   and    grateful    chaiactcr   she 
had  ever  known   him,  was  enchanted   by  a 
reception  so  much  more  consonant  with  his 
wishes  than  his  hopes. 

'  I  was  under  no  small  apprehension," 
cried  he,  "that  when  assured  of  my  identity 
with  the  Mordington  so  obnoxious  to  some 
of  your  family,  you  would  have  looked 
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upon  me  with  an  estranged  and  repulsive 
aspect.  But  in  every  instance,  how  alike 
do  I  find  you  to  jour  amiable  and  unpre- 
judiced sister.  Tell  me,  dear  Miss  Cleve- 
land, am  I,  for  the  cordiality  you  have 
deigned  to  shew  me,  under  obligation  to 
her  representations,  or  do  I  owe  it  solely  to 
your  own  impartial  candour  ?" 

<c  If  there  is  any  merit,"  replied  Adela, 
"  in  the  welcome  1  have  given  you,  let  me 
do  myself  the  justice  to  declare  that  it  is  all 
my  own  !  I  have  not  received  a  single  line 
from  my  sister  since  I  had  last  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  you." 

"  I  should  be  far  from  undervaluing," 
resumed  he,  "any  good  office  I  might  ex- 
perience from  Mrs.  Somer\  ille  ;  yet,  on  the 
present  occasion,  I  have  infinitely  more  sa- 
tisfaction in  thinking  I  am  indebted  only  to 
yourself.'* 

4? 

He  then  rallied  her  on  the  surprise  and 
evident  displeasure  her  countenance  had 
manifested  at  Mrs.  Elmer's  ball,  during 
the  time  he  stood  by  the  dancers  and 
watched  her. 

"I  was  well  aware,"  proceeded  he,  "that 
I  was  trespassing,  in  some  degree,  against 
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the  rules  of  strict  good  breeding ;  but  the 
pleasure  of  again  seeing  you,  and  the  desire 
of  ascertaining  how  long  you  would  con- 
tinue to  view  me  as  a  complete  stranger, 
silenced  my  scruples,  and  detained  me  still 
at  your  side.  I  find  now,  that  nothing  less 
than  becoming  my  own  herald,  would  have 
discovered  me  to  you." 

"  I  perceive,"  said  Adela,  smiling,  "that 
you  are  a  little  piqued  at  my  sluggishness 
of  memory  ;  but  I  do  assure  you,  that  if  you 
had  been  denied  the  use  of  a  looking-glass 
for  ten  orelevenyears,  and  then  had  suddenly 
beheld  your  own  figure,  (I  mean  nothing 
in  disparagement  of  its  present  appearance) 
you  would  not  have  known  yourself!  And 
yet  there  was  something  in  the  character  of 
your  countenance,  whilst  you  sat  talking 
with  me  at  supper,  that  once  or  twice  re- 
minded me  of  a  face  I  had  somewhere  seen 
before ;  and  had  I  been  less  precipitately 
hurried  away,  I  might,  in  the  course  of 
further  conversation,  have  fully  recollected 
you." 

She  then  directed  the  conversation  to  the 
subject  of  Dr.  Hampden  and  his  family ; 
and  the  Earl  acknowledged  with  contrition 
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his  late  remissness  in  writing  to  them.  He 
enquired  separately  after  every  member  of 
the  "beloved  household;"  and  was  anxious 
to  hear  Adela's  opinion  of  the  new  relation 
introduced  by  the  marriage  of  Ruth  into 
the  deserving  group. 

"All  that  I  have  hitherto  heard  or  seen 
of  him,"  answered  she,  "  induces  me  to 
hope  he  fully  merits  the  happy  lot  he  has 
attained." 

He  would,  after  this,  have  spoken  of  his 
sister,  and  was  beginning  to  express  his  re- 
gret that  her  absence  from  town,  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  precluded  the  possibility  of 
obtaining  for  her  an  introduction  to  Miss 
Cleveland;  when  Jemima,  who  had  for 
some  time  been  in  search  of  Adela,  and  now 
hastily  approached,  put  an  end  to  their  di- 
alogue.— She  addressed  her  cousin  with  ill- 
disguised  vexation,  and  said — "  Our  car- 
riage has  been  announced  a  great  while  ; 
and  when  you  are  at  leisure  to  go,  mamma 
begs  that  you  will  inform  her." 

"  I  arn  ready  this  instant,"  cried  Adela, 
immediately  rising, 

t(  I  wonder  who  can  have  had  an  in- 
terest/' said  Lord  Ennerdale,  turning  to 
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Jemima  with  an  air  of  playful  incredulity, 
"  to  bribe  the  servant  to  deliver  this  intelli- 
gence in  an  inaudible  whisper  !" 

"I  assure  you,  my  lord,  it  was  delivered 
in  a  voice  loud  enough  to  be  heard  by  every 
bodv — who  chose  to  hear  it  !" 

*/ 

<(  I  am  happy  then,  that  it  reached  not 
this  spot,  since  thus  you  have  been  allured 
to  it  yourself." 

This  well-timed  little  piece  of  gallantry, 
recalled  a  few  of  the  banished  dimples  into 
the  countenance  of  Jemima  ;  and  Lord  En- 
nerdale,  attending  her  and  Adela  to  the  ad- 
joining room,  waited  whilst  thev  paid  their 
parting  compliments  to  the  lady  of  the 
house,  and  then  escorted  them  down  stairs, 
and  handed  them  into  their  carriage. 

As  soon  as  they  drove  from  the  door  : 
"  My  dear  cousin/'  cried  Jemima,  address- 
ing Adela,  "  you  have  no  idea  how  sur- 
prised I  was  to  find  you  in  that  back  room, 
holding  so  snug  a  t&te-a-t&te  with  Lord  En- 
nerdalc  !  Who  in  the  world  introduced  him 
to  you?" 

"Miss  Cleveland,  perhaps/'  observed 
her  aunt,  dryly,  "  was  not  aware  of  the 
necessity  of  waiting  for  any  introduction  at 
all!" 


TRAITS  OF  NATURE. 

tf  Come.,  come/'  interposed  the  General, 
"  I  must  beg,  that  no  such  rustic  ignorance 
may  be  attributed  to  her  !  The  society  to 
which  she  has  been  accustomed  at  Mrs.  So- 
merville's  was  calculated  to  teach  her  all  the 
usual  forms  observed  by  people  of  fashion." 

"Then,  I  must  say,  she  is  the  less  ex- 
cusable for  her  breach  of  etiquette  to- 
wight." 

"  I  hope,  madam,"  said  Adela,  with 
proud  tranquillity,  "you  will  acquit  me  of 
having  been  guilty  of  any  impropriety,  when 
you  are  told,  that  Mrs.  Elmer  brought 
Lord  Ennerdale  up  to  me,  and  introduced 
him  at  his  own  request." 

cf  Mrs.  Elmer!"  repeated  Jemima, 
"Dear,  I  wonder  what  could  make  her  so 
condescendingly  officious  !  However,  Cou- 
sin Adela,  it  is  no  more  than  right  to  tell 
you,  that  your  brother  and  Lord  Ennerdale 
are  upon  the  most  notoriously  bad  terms, 
and  that  you  cannot  do  any  thing  that  will 
give  Julius  greater  offence,  than  to  en- 
courage his  lordship's  acquaintance." 

"I  am  no  stranger,"  said  Adela,  "to 
the  animosity  that  subsisted  between  them 
when  they  were  boys:  but  I  had  hoped  that, 
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as  men,  they  bad  discontinued  such  foolish 
dissentions." 

"Oh,  heaven,  how  little  you  know  of 
the  matter  ! — Why,  did  you  never  hear  of 
their  duel?" 

"Their  duel!"  re-echoed  the  dismayed 
Adela. 

te  Yes ;— - they  fought  about  the  Earl's  late 
wife, — an  odious  creature  ! — Julius  was 
wounded  pretty  severely,  and  kept  his  room 
four  or  five  weeks." 

(r  My  dearest  uncle,"  cried  Adela,  ear- 
nestly appealing  to  the  General — <c  is  Jemi- 
ma really  correctly  informed  ?  Must  I  in- 
deed believe,  that  Lord  Ennerdale  and  my 
brother  proceeded  to  such  unjustifiable, 
such  terrible  excesses  ?" 

"  It  is  out  of  my  power,"  replied  the  Ge- 
neral, "to  disprove  my  daughter's  intelli- 
gence; and  equally  so,  let  me  add,  to  ac- 
count for  her  thus  unnecessarily  harassing 
your  feelings  by  the  communication." 

"Dear  papa,"  cried  Jemima,  in  one  of 
her  softest  tones  of  conciliation,  "  I  would 
not  I  am  sure,  for  the  world,  say  any  thing 
to  my  cousin  for  the  mere  purpose  of  giving 
her  pain  !  But  in  this  case,  you  know,  it 
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is  absolutely  requisite  to  put  her  upon  her 
guard  ;  since  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  of 
the  deep  resentment  with  which,  not  only 
Julius,  but  his  father,  would  hear  of  her 
seeming  to  distinguish  Lord  Ennerdale  in 
the  slightest  degree." 

General  Cleveland  chose  to  admit  this 
apology  in  silence,  and  Adela,  though  in  a 
most  anxious  state  of  impatience  for  fuller 
information,  suppressed  all  further  en- 
quiries till  they  reached  home,  and  she  was 
furnished  with  an  opportunity  of  question- 
ing Jemima  by  herself. 

That  young  lady  was  by  no  means  back- 
ward  to  give  her  every  degree  of  satisfac- 
tion in  her  power. 

The  object  on  whose  account  the  duel 
was  fought,  she  had  already  stated  was 
Lord  Ennerdale's  wife.  "But,"  proceeded 
she,  "  it  was  no  affair  of  gallantry  which 
provoked  the  challenge ;  your  brother,  on 
the  contrary,  hated  the  proud  Mrs.  Mor- 
dington  (for  her  husband  had  not  then  suc- 
ceeded to  his  uncle's  title).  Her  insolent 
manners,  her  arrogant  consciousness  of  high 
birth  and  superior  beauty,  made  him  com- 
pletely sick  of  her  the  very  first  or  second 
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time  he  was  in  her  company  ;  jet  she  never, 
I  believe,  was  personally  rude  to  him,  till 
one  evening  (hat  they  met  at  a  private  mas- 
querade, when  Julius,  it  was  reported,  in- 
tentionally affronted  her  I" 

"  Oh,  let  me  fervently  hope,"  cried 
Adela,  "that  such  a  circumstance  cannot 
be  possible  !" 

"  Why,  surely,  my  dear  cousin,  you  don't 
take  the  part  of  that  hateful  woman  against 
your  own  brother  !  I  dare  aver,  that  what- 
ever he  said  to  her,  she  amply  deserved.  I 
have  heard  mamma  relate,  that  at  the  mo- 
ment Julius  first  recognized  her,  she  was 
vralking  about  in  a  mask  with  a  man  of 
known  profligacy,  whose  attentions  to  her 
had  for  some  time  been  the  subject  of  a 
great  deal  of  scandalous  animadversion. 
Your  brother  spoke  to  her,  at  first,  with 
due  civility,  but  in  a  manner  that  proved 
he  was  fully  aware  who  she  was.  Dis- 
p leased  at  being  accosted  at  all,  she  turned 
petulantly  from  him,  and  said  something  to 
her  companion  which,  though  Julius  only 
in  part  overheard,  he  was  much  exasperated 
by,  and  determined  to  punish.  With  that 
design,  ho  harassed  her  with  his  unwished 
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attendance  which  ever  way  she  directed  her 
steps;  addressed  her  several  times  in  the 
most  sarcastic  manner,  and  whenever  he  did 
so,  took  care  to  pronounce  her  name  loud 
enough  to  be  distinctly  heard  by  every  by- 
stander. Mrs.  Mordington,  driven  almost 
to  madness  by  this  persecution,  and  at 
length  seeing-  her  husband  entering  the 
room,  flew  to  him,  and  vehemently  com- 
plained of  having  been  insulted.  Julius 
stood  near  during  her  angry  accusation,  lis- 
tening to  it  with  a  calm  and  supercilious 
smile;  and  \\hen  the  astonished  husband 
applied  to  him  for  an  explanation  of  what 
had  passed ,  he  thought  proper,  I  am  afraid, 
to  give  him  some  irritating  answer, — on 
which  an  immediate  challenge  ensued." 

lf  And  did  no  one  interfere?"  cried  the 
agitated  Adela,  "  Did  no  one  step  forward 
as  a  mediator  between  them  ?" 

"  Dear,  what  could  any  bo'dy  do  ?  The 
defiance  was  given  in  a  whisper,  and  imme- 
diately afterwards  they  separated,  arid  af- 
fected to  enter  into  all  the  gaiety  of  the 
place.  But  vhat  think  you  of  Mrs.  Mor- 
dington's  valorous  admirer,  who  bore  all 
your  brother's  iiiue:  does  so  patiently,  and 
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drove  her  to  seek  reparation  for  the  imper- 
tinence she  had  incurred  on  his  own  ac- 
count, from  the  husband  he  was  perhaps 
meditating  to  injure  !" 

"  I  think  not  of  so  contemptible  a  wretch 
at  all  ! — But  tell  me,  when  and  where  did 
the  two  antagonists  meet  to  settle  their  dire- 
ful quarrel  ?" 

"  They  fought  the  next  day  in  some  re- 
tired fields  a  little  way  out  of  London  ;  and 
as  soon  as  your  brother's  convalescence  was 
ascertained,  Mr.  ]Vlordington  carried  his 
wife  down  into  the  country,  and  placed  her 
under  the  vigilant  superintendance  of  her 
mother.  It  is  asserted,  that  the  old  lady, 
who  piques  herself  on  entertaining  the 
highest  notions  of  female  decorum,  and 
wants  the  world  to  believe,  that  'all  the  men 
of  her  race  have  been  brave,  and  all  the 
women  virtuous/  was  so  liberal  of  her  lec- 
tures and  exhortations  to  this  crest-fallen 
daughter,  that  she  tormented  her  into  a 
nervous  fever,  from  which  she  never  re- 
covered." 

"  I  cannot  help  observing,  my  dear  Je- 
mima/* said  Adela,  "that  you  are  not  very 
prci:o  to  Lt'litvc  the  least  unfavorable  parts 
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of  a  story  !  I  have  always  heard  an  excel- 
lent character  of  this  lady ;  she  has  been  to 
her  niece,  Miss  Eudocia  Mordington,  quite 
a  parent,  and  the  best  and  most  affectionate 
of  friends." 

"  Well,  I  only  repeat  to  you  what  I  have 
heard :  I  am  sure,  I  care  very  little  about 
her  formal  ladyship ;  she  always  looks  as  if 
she  was  practising  to  rival  the  graces  of  a 
drill-sergeant. — So  upright !  |  So  stiff!  I 
never  see  her  without  thinking  of  an  ex- 
pression in  Madame  d'Arblay's  Camilla : — 
Break  she  may — but  bend  she  cannot !  Be- 
sides, she  is  immensely  proud,  and  imbibes 
prejudices  and  antipathies  with  as  little  re- 
morse as  the  sternest  old  prude  in  existence." 

"  I  leave  her  then  to  your  mercy,"  said 
Adela ;  "  but  before  we  terminate  this  con- 
versation, tell  me,  what  family  did  Mrs. 
Mordington  leave  ?" 

"Only  a  little  boy  and  girl,  who  are 
twins.  I  should  like  of  all  things  to  see 
them ;  but  at  present,  I  believe,  they  are 
in  the  country." 

"  Well,"  said  Adela,  "I  must  now,  with 
many  thanks  for  your  communications,  re- 
lease you,  my  dear  Jemima,  and  bid  you 
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night:  I  have  no  great  hope  of  en- 
jn\  ing  a  similar  blessing  myself,  for  the  tale 
to  \vhich  I  have  been  listening,  has,  I  doubt 
not,  effectually  murdered  sleep" 

As  there  was  nobody  present  to  witness 
her  soothing  sympathy,  Jemima  remitted 
the  ceremony  of  appearing  much  concerned 
at  this  assurance,  and  with  sufficient  care- 
lessness, telling  Adela  she  hoped  her  prog- 
nostics would-  not  be  fulfilled,  she  snatched 
one  parting  lock  at  her  own  figure  in  the 
dressing-glass,  and  retired. 
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CHAP.  IX. 


WRANGLING. 

IN  confused,  perturbed  slumbers,  haunted 
by  a  succession  of  the  most  terrifying  vi- 
sions, Adcla  spent  the  uneasy  night,  and 
arose  pale  and  unrefreshed,  yet  anxious  to 
calm  her  mind  by  an  immediate  communi- 
cation of  its  feelings  to  Mrs.  Somerville. 

The  letter  which,  with  that  view,  she 
had  concluded  and  sealed  before  any  of  the 
family  descended  to  breakfast,  was  written 
in  these  words : 

"  Every  day,  every  hour,  my  dearest 
Elinor,  I  more  and  more  earnestly  wish  for 
your  arrival  in  town.  You  are,  when  near, 
the  sweetest  friend,  companion,  and  adviser 
in  the  world;  but  when  absent,  the  most 
tardy  and  reluctant  correspondent.  Why 
is  this,  my  loved  sister  ?  Why  is  one  who 
writes  so  well,  so  lamentably  im  will  ing  Jo 
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write  at  all  ?  Ah,  do  not  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, at  least,  withhold  from  me  the  bene- 
fit of  your  counsel,  and  the  advantage  of 
learning  how  you  would  conduct  yourself 
were  you  placed  in  circumstances  similar  to 
mine. 

(r  I  have  discovered  who  the  nobjeman 
is,  with  whom,  as  I  informed  you,  I  held 
so  inexplicable  a  conference  at  Mrs.  El- 
mer's ball.  He  made  himself  known  to  me 
last  night,  and  it  was  with  all  the  sincerity 
of  unforgotten  friendship,  that  I  rejoiced 
in  the  conviction  that  I  once  again  beheld 
Algernon  Mordington.  But  how  speedily 
my  dearest  sister,  was  this  satisfaction  em- 
bittered !  This  very  Algernon,  I  am  told, 
has  sought  my  brother's  life !  Ever  at 
variance,  even  from  their  earliest  years, 
the  progress  of  reason  in  their  manhood, 
has  had  no  influence  over  their  vindictive 
passions ;  and  menaces  that  affright  and 
shock  me  are  held  out  to  deter  me  from 
exasperating  the  latent  rancour  of  Julius 
by  cultivating  the  slightest  intercourse  with 
his  detested  foe  !  Heaven  knows,  this  is  a 
moment  when  I  have  no  dread  so  great  as 
that  of  again  encountering  him  !  The  im- 
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pression  made  upon  my  mind  by  the  detail 
of  his  sanguinary  contest  with  a  brother 
very  dear  to  me,  in  despight  of  ail  his 
faults,  is  too  recent  to  have  lost  any  of  its; 
horror.  But,  gradually,  no  doubt,  it  will 
subside :  and  then  I  ask  myself,  how  it  will 
be  possible  perpetually  to  slight,  and  treat 
as  a  total  stranger,  one  I  have  known  so 
long,  and  from  whom,  individually,  I  never 
received  any  but  offices  of  kindness  ?  Ju- 
lius has  great  claims  upon  me ;  but  has  he 
a  right  to  prescribe  to  me  a  system  of  end* 
less  injustice?  You,  my  Elinor,  and  Mr. 
Somerville  have  commenced  an  intimacy 
with  Lord  Ennerdale,  even  subsequently  to 
the  hated  duel ;  /  wish  merely,  not  to  dis- 
continue abruptly  the  acquaintance  estab- 
lished between  us  so  many  years  preceding 
that  grievous  event. 

tf  Fear,  simply,  and  unmixed  with  the 
sisterly  attachment  I  bear  to  Julius,  causes 
no  part  of  my  indecision  how  to  act.  I  am 
not  a  coward,  though  I  shrink  with  pain 
from  the  risk  of  offending  those  I  love. 
Could  my  brother  injure  me  in  my  father's 
opinion,  far  more  irreparably  than  I  sus- 
pect him  to  be  capable,  on  any  provoca- 
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tion,  of  attempting,  it  is  not  the  interested 
consideration  of  what  I  might  hereafter 
suffer  from  that  circumstance,  which  would 
fetter  the  freedom  I  now  deem  myself  au- 
thorised to  claim,  of  causing  my  own 
friends.  Under  my  father's  roof,  doubtless, 
the  case  would  be  widely  different;  nay,  I 
readily  allow,  it  would  be  widely  different, 
were  he  to  signify  to  me,  from  any  part  of 
the  world,  his  express  commands.  But  am 
I  bound  to. adopt  all  the  enmities  of  Julius 
upon  the  bare  supposition  that  my  father 
may  require  it  ?  You  will  scarcely,  I  think, 
sanction  so  absurd  an  ide;i.  Yet,  if  you 
conjecture,  that  my  evincing  any  disposition 
to  remain  upon  good  terms  with  Lord 
Eiinerdalc,  will  inflame  the  animosity  of 
my  brother,  or  lay  a  foundation  for  fre-.li 
disagreements,  speak  freely,  my  dearest 
sister,  and  let  me,  whilst  it  is  yet  time,  be 
put  upon  my  guard  against  the  danger  of 
committing  so  great  an  imprudence. 

"  Our  pretty  cousin,  the  insinuating,  and, 
on  some  occasions,  sentimental,  Jemima, 
appears  deeply  captivated  by  this  formi- 
dable Lord  Enncrdale.  She  endures  wilh 
pain  to  hear  him  speak  to  any  body  but 
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herself,  and  exhorts  me  with  a  solicitude 
that  almost  provokes  me  to  smile,  to  be- 
ware of  incensing  my  brother  by  shewing 
the  Earl  too  much  civility.  I  am.  duly 
grateful  for  her  cautions,  but  not  quite  so 
blind  as  she  perhaps  imagines,  respecting 
their  real  motive.  As  to  the  reasons  he 
may  have  given  her  for  aspiring  exclusively 
to  his  attention,  it  is  neither  my  business, 
nor  my  wish  to  enquire  into  them.  I  pity 
her,  if  she  is  weak  enough  to  love  him 
without  a  prospect  of  requital ;  and  I 
blame  her,  if,  with  a  certainly  of  being 
preferred,  she  is  distrustful  enough  to  eye 
with  jealousy  every  woman  he  may  occa- 
sionally address.  At  all  events,  she  is  in- 
excuseable  for  viewing  his  undesigning  cor- 
diality to  me  with  even  a  shadow  of  ap- 
prehension;  the  only  light  in  which,  with 
justice,  it  can  be  considered,  is  that  of  a 
cheerful  renewal  of  an  early  and  almost 
fraternal  regard. 

"  And  now,  dearest    Elinor,  with   fresh 
supplications    for   a   speedy   answer  to   the 
most  material  parts,  at  least,  of  this  anxious 
consultation,  I  must  hasten  to  sign  myself, 
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your  ever  most  grateful,  confiding.,  and  at- 
tached, 

"  ADELA  CLEVELAND." 

The  hope  she  entertained  that  this  letter 
would  procure  for  her  in  a  few  days,  such 
judicious  instructions  for  the  regulation  of 
her  conduct  as  might  equally  preserve  her 
from  self-reproach,  or  the  blame  of  others, 
re-animated  her  spirits  ;  and  she  repaired 
to  her  uncle's  breakfast-table,  at  the  usual 
hour,  with  scarcely  any  traces  remaining  on 
her  countenance  of  the  disquieting  thoughts 
that  had  oppressed  her. 

Upon  the  General,  nearly  every  impres- 
sion was  transient.  He  had  already  for- 
gotten the  discussion  which  had  occurred  in 
the  coach,  and  which,  at  the  moment,  had 
appeared  to  give  him,  on  Adela's  behalf, 
some  concern.  None  being  now  obvious 
on  her  brow,  none  was  present  to  his  recol- 
lection. He  chatted  with  his  accustomed 
easy  vivacity,  played  with  his  little  girl  ; 
read  aloud  a  few  paragraphs  from  the  morn- 
ing paper,  asked  Adela  what  were  Mrs. 
Cleveland's  engagements  for  the  evening, 
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and  re-urged  her,  though  with  as  little  suc- 
cess as  on  former  occasions,  to  make  him 
her  banker  whenever  she  had  any  demands 
for  money.  She  constantly  assured  him, 
that  the  allowance  granted  to  her  by  her 
father,  was  fully  adequate  to  her  wants ; 
and  felt  an  unconquerable  reluctance  to 
receive  pecuniary  obligations  from  any  hand 
but  that  of  a  parent. 

In  her  way  after  breakfast  to  her  undis- 
puted place  of  refuge,  the  school-room, 
she  entered  for  a  few  minutes,  the  apart- 
ment occupied  by  Mrs.  Cleveland,  to  bor 
row  from  Barbara  a  temporary  supply  of 
some  particular  sort  of  drawing-paper. 
"Whilst  engaged  in  turning  over  the  port- 
folio which  contained  it,  she  heard  Jemima 
settling  with  her  mother  a  plan  for  going 
that  morning  to  view  a  panorama,  which, 
from  the  high  praise  universally  bestowed 
upon  it,  Adela  felt  a  great  desire  to  obtain 
a  sight  of  herself.  She  therefore  requested, 
if  there  was  room  in  the  carriage,  that  she 
might  be  permitted  to  accompany  them ; 
and  receiving  to  this  solicitation,  the  first 
which  she  had  ever  made  of  the  kind,  as  gra- 
cious an  assent  as  she  had  expected,  she  left 
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the  room,  promising  to  be  ready  whenever 
they  were  so  good  as  to  let  her  know  the 
carriage  was  arrived. 

A  hurrying  message,  deferred  so  long, 
that  it  appeared  as  if  she  had  been  nearly 
forgotten,  summoned  her  at  three  o'clock 
to  run  down,  and  step  into  the  carriage  after 
her  aunt,  Barbara  and  Jemima  had  already 
taken  their  seats.  She  made  not  the  slight- 
est observation  upon  their  suspected  want  of 
memory,  nor  even  chose  to  appear  conscious 
of  it;  but  joined  occasionally  in  the  con- 
versation which  the  three  ladies  kept  up, 
and  arrived  at  the  place  of  exhibition  with 
a  temper  as  placid  as  her  countenance. 

The  room  to  which,  with  much  climbing, 
and  many  murmurs  at  the  gloominess  of 
the  stairs,  they  had  to  toil  up,  was  crowded 
with  company,  and  fresh  parties  were  con- 
tinually arriving  to  supply  the  vacancies 
caused  by  others  which  were  successively 
departing.  Amongst  the  latter,  a  group 
of  gentlemen,  whose  voices  only  proclaimed 
their  vicinity,  encountered  the  Clevelands 
in  the  very  darkest  part  of  the  winding 
ascent.  No  obscurity,  however,  could 
screen  from  Jemima's  detection,  her  ad- 
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mired  Lord  Ennerdale;  she  knew  him,  it  al- 
most appeared,  by  the  sound  ofhis  steps,  for 
she  scarcely  waited  to  hear  him  speak,  before 
she  eagerly  pronounced  his  name,  and  added 
in  an  accent  of  the  most  flattering  concern 
— Cl  Are  you  already  going  ?" 

"  Who  is  it  ?"  demanded  the  Earl,  "  that 
does  me  the  honour,  amidst  this  darkness 
visible,  to  know  me  ?" 

Barbara,  seizing  the  occasion  to  be  po- 
etical too,  now  answered,  "  Not  to  know 
you,  my  lord,  would  argue  ourselves  un- 
known /" 

{t  Am  I  not  addressing,"  resumed  ho, 
cr  one  of  the  Miss  Clevelands  ?" 

"  Two  of  the  Miss  Clevelands  are  here/' 
cried  Jemima,  ee  and  most  anxious  to  pre- 
vail upon  you  to  defer  your  departure  a 
little  longer." 

"  I  shall  he  happy/'  replied  he,  "  to  con- 
duct you  from  these  doleful  shades,  to  re- 
gions of  more  light  and  cheerfulness :  but, 
at  their  very  threshold,  I  must  resign  my 
charge,  and  hasten  to  attend  a  less  pleasant, 
but  more  iudispensible  engagement." 

He  then,  desiring  his  friends  not  to  wait 
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for  him/  turned  back,  and  offering  one  arm 
to  Mrs.  Cleveland,  whom,  through  the  dusk 
he  had  just  distinguished,  was  spared  the 
difficulty  of  deciding  for  himself  to  which 
of  her  daughters  he  should  offer  the  other, 
by  the  promptitude  with  which,  Jemima, 
without  waiting  to  be  asked,  unhesitatingly 
made  it  her  own  property. 

Adela,  meanwhile,  silently  followed,  half 
in  doubt,  as  affairs  now  stood,  whether  she 
ought  not  seriously  to  wish,  that  the  Earl 
might  quit  them  without  observing  her. 
But  it  could  not  be.  On  arriving  at  the 
entrance  of  the  room  containing  the  picture, 
liaving  made  his  bow  to  Mrs.  Cleveland 
and  her  fair  daughter,  and  turning  to  take 
leave  of  Barbara,  whom  he  imagined  wholly 
unaccompanied,  he  perceived  Adela,  and 
instantly  went  up  to  her. 

"  Are  you  here  too,  bright  vision  ?"  cried 
he  ;  "  how  is  it,  that  a  succession  of  such 
cheering  objects  break  upon  my  dazzled 
senses  from  amidst  a  gloom  so  dreary  and 
unpromising  ?" 

"  The  force  of  contrast,"  said  Adela, 
"  seems  so  particularly  favourable  to  us, 
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that  I  suspect,  it  would  be  no  bad  policy 
\vere  we  always  to  steal  thus  from  darkness 
into  light." 

During*  this  speech,  she  had  continued 
advancing,  and  was  now  in  the  midst  of  the 
spectators  assembled  to  view  the  painting. 
Lord  Ennerdale,  forgetful  of  his  pleaded 
engagement,  kept  close  beside  her ;  drew 
forth  her  remarks  on  what  she  was  survey- 
ing; made  some  excellent  criticisms  himself, 
and  explained  to  her  with  the  greatest 
clearness,  every  striking  object  which  she 
saw  represented.  So  intelligent  a  guide 
could  not  fail  to  render  the  exhibition 
doubly  entertaining  to  her  ;  she  was  en- 
chanted with  its  ingenuity,  and  extremely 
grateful  to  her  noble  escort  for  the  useful 
and  patient  aid  he  lent  her. 

Thus  engrossed,  each  seemed  to.,  forget 
the  progress  of  time,  and  each  evidently 
forgot  the  unfortunate  effect  which  an  at- 
tention so  exclusively  paid  on  one  part,  and 
so  willingly  received  on  the  other,  must 
produce  upon  the  minds  of  the  envious  and 
observant  Clevelands.  The  anger  and  mor- 
tification of  Jemima,  in  particular,  knew 
no  bounds.  She  deigned  not  for  one  instant 
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to  cast  a  glance  at  the  picture,  but  intent 
on  watching  the  amicable  pair,  she  '  eyed 
them  askance/  and  benignly  attributed  to 
Adela  every  designing  view,  and  every  am- 
bitious passion  active  and  afloat  in  her  own 
heart. 

The  signal  was  at  length  given  by  Mrs. 
Cleveland  for  their  departure,  and  Lord 
Erinerdale,  detaching  himself  from  the  more 
immediate  vicinity  of  Adela,  went  up  to  her 
aunt  again  to  offer  her  his  assistance  on  the 
stairs.  She  affected,  with  the  most  natural 
air  imaginable,  great  surprise  at  his  sight. 

"  Have  I  the  pleasure  still  to  find  your 
lordship  here  ?"  cried  she,  "  I  thought 
you  had  spoken  of  some  indispensible  en- 
gagement that  would  compel  you  to  hasten 
away. — But,  perhaps,  you  are  only  just  re- 
turned from  fulfilling  it? — I  do  not  re- 
member having  seen  you  till  this  moment, 
since  we  first  entered." 

"  Probably  you  have  been  better  employ- 
ed than  in  attending  to  those  around  you," 
answered  he.  "  But  give  ine  leave  to  take 
.care  of  )ou  in  descending  these  steep  and 
uneasy  stairs.  You  \vill  find  me  uow  a  very 
experienced  conductor." 
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"  Jemima,  my  love/'  said  the  consider- 
ate mother,  tf  you  are  so  terribly  careless 
in  these  awkward  sort  of  places,  that  you 
always  frighten  me  to  death.  Go  round, 
and  take  hold  of  Lord  Ennerdale  on  the 
other  side." 

Sullen  and  dissatisfied  as  she  was,  Je- 
mima could  not  resist  this  intimation.  She 
stepped  nimbly  forward,  and  secured  the 
support  she  was  not  more  desirous  of  ob- 
taining for  herself,  than  of  withholding 
from  Adela. 

The  storm,  however,  though  it  burst  not 
forth  at  the  very  instant  it  had  collected  all 
its  force,  lost  nothing  of  its  fury  by  being, 
for  a  short  period,  suspended.  Scarcely 
were  the  horses  in  motion  after  the  coach 
door  closed,  before  a  joint  attack  was  begun 
upon  Adela,  by  both  mother  and  daughter, 
so  voluble  and  intemperate,  that  she  was 
completely  at  a  loss  for  several  minutes,,  to 
discover  what  was  the  specific  nature  of 
their  charge  against  her. 

When,  however,  she  -  did  comprehend 
them,  not  to  have  felt  mortified  at  the  de*- 
signs  so  injuriously  imputed  to  her,  would 
have  been  impossible :  yet,  to  feel  so  in  the 
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degree  she  would  have  done  bad  their  good 
opinion  been  more  precious  to  her,  was 
equally  out  of  the  question.  At  the  same 
time  she  knew,  that  no  sentiment  the  human 
countenance  can  indicate,  is  harder  to  be 
forgiven  than  contempt,  and  therefore  stu- 
diously repelled  every  disposition  to  indulge 
such  a  feeling.  But  her  unshaken  self- 
command,  which  could  neither  be  incited 
to  tears  by  their  injustice,  nor  provoked  to 
passion  by  their  acrimony,  exasperated  their 
pride  beyond  all  bounds.  Jemima,  losing 
every  remains  of  rationality,  burst  into  an 
hysterical  fit  of  sobbing,  and  exclaimed, 

"  Who  could  believe,  to  see  you  sitting 
there  with  that  unfeeling  look  of  com- 
posure', Miss  Cleveland,  that  you  had  acted, 
by  a  relation  and  a  friend  who  implicitly 
trusted  you,  so  treacherous  a  part  ? — You 
knew,  almost  from  the  first  day  we  met,  the 
animated  interest  I  feel  for  Lord  Ennerdale; 
— I  opened  to  you  my  whole  heart ;  I  was 
frank,  confiding,  and,  unguarded,  as,  at  my 
age,  all  artless  characters  are  ! — And  how 
have  you  rewarded  me  ? — Why,  by  seeking 
to  insinuate  yourself  into  his  good  graces  ; 
by  endeavouring  to  supplant  and  undermine 
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me  ;  by  forming  schemes,  I  verily  believe, 
to  meet  him,  as  you  have  done  this  morn- 
ing, by  assignation  !" 

te  Do  not  say,  Jemima,  that  you  believe 
so  wild  a  charge,"  cried  Adela.  Cf  it  is  im- 
possible that  it  should  have  ever  entered  se- 
riously into  your  imagination  !" 

' c  It  is  not  at  all  impossible,"  retorted  Je- 
mima, nearly  suffocated  with  rage. — "  I 
begin  to  think  you  have  art  enough  to  do 
any  thing. — You  are  lately  come  from  a 
good  school,  and  the  lessons  which  you 
probably  received  in  Scotland,  don't  seem 
to  have  been  thrown  away  upon  you  !" 

Every  fibre  in  Adela's  frame  trembled  at 
this  vindictive  and  cruel  insinuation  ;  yet 
she  had  at  once  too  much  dignity  to  com- 
plain, and  too  much  sense  to  betray  how 
deeply  it  wounded  her.  She  therefore  let 
down  the  side-glass,  and  leaning  forward  as 
if  to  mark  what  was  passing  in  the  street, 
avoided  hearing  any  thing  further  that  was 
said,  and  reached  home,  to  her  great  in- 
ternal congratulation,  without  having-  sunk 
under  the  temptation  of  uttering  with  bit- 
terness, a  single  expression  which  she  could 
regret.  , 
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But  a  death-blow  had  now  been  given  to 
the  feeble  regard  she  bad  entertained  for 
Jemima,  from  which  it  could  never  recover. 
Petulence,  or  even  injustice,  might  be  for- 
given— but  malice  was  of  a  blacker  nature, 
and  left  traces  on  the  memory  almost  in- 
delible. To  have  struck  upon  the  only 
part  where  Adela  \vas  assailable, — where  a 
wound  would  rankle, — where  the  slightest 
touch  would  keenly  agonize, — this  was  so 
far  exceeding  what  'he  provocation  of  jea- 
lousy could  palliate,  that  she  knew  not  how 
to  attribute  it  to  any  tiling  short  of  a  tho- 
roughly bad  heart. 

It  happened  most  unfortunately,  that 
after  so  tempestuous  a  morning,  an  evening 
ensued,  entirely  devoid  of  engagements. 
The  four  ladies,  unenlivened  by  the  entrance 
of  any  visitors,  assembled  in  the  drawing- 
room  at  tea  tiu,  ,  to  indulge  at  leisure 
their  mutual  dissatisfaction,  and  to  canvass 
over  their  unsubsided  grievances.  Adela, 
very  naturally,  recoiled  from  performing 
such  a  penance  with  the  most  decided  an- 
tipathy:  but,  without  hazarding  an  irre- 
parable breach  with  her  aunt,  there  was  no 
possibility  of  escaping  the  infliction ;  and 
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she  armed  herself  with  courage  to  endure 
it  with  as  much  forbearance  as  it  was  in  her 
power. 

Jemima,  having  condescended  to  make 
some  slight  apology  for  the  impetuosity  into 
which,  as  she  said,  the  warmth  of  her  feel- 
ings had  hurried  her  in  the  morning,  now,  af- 
fecting great  moderation,  professed  that  her 
only  wish  was  to  talk  the  matter  coolly 
over,  and  to  attempt  convincing  her  cousin 
of  the  perfidy  there  would  be  in  seeking  to 
seduce  from  her  the  partiality  of  Lord 
Ennerdale. 

te  In  order  to  vindicate  to  your  mother," 
said  Adelaj  fc  every  part  of  013'  conduct,  as 
far  as  I  have  yet  been  implicated  with  Lord 
Ennerdale,  I  feel  no  reluctance  to  enter 
into  the  discussion  you  propose;  yet,  I  must 
own,  I  almost  disdain  my  own  facility,  and 
think  I  am  submitting  to  an  unreasonable 
degradation  ! — Why  should  you,  upon  such 
feeble  grounds,  ascribe  to  me  any  treach- 
erous intentions?  —  You  seem  wholly  ig- 
norant, that  Lord  Ennerdale  and  I,  once 
were  inmates  of  the  same  house.  The  intro- 
duction which  took  place  last  night,  led 
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only  to  the  renewal  of  a  former,  not  to  the 
establishment  of  a  new  acquaintance.  I 
had  no  suspicion  at  that  moment,  of  the  un- 
happy circumstance  of  his  having  ever  had 
a  hostile  encounter  with  my  brother  ;  and 
though  I  was  better  informed  this  morning, 
would  you  have  prescribed  to  me  a  gloomy 
and  morose  reserve,  either  perfectly  unin- 
telligible to  him,  or  calculated  only  to 
prove,  that  I  must,  since  we  last  parted, 
have  imbibed  in  this  family  some  powerful 
prejudice  against  him  ?  Would  that  have 
been  good  policy,  Jemima  ?  Would  he,  do 
you  suppose,  have  loved  you  the  better  for 
infusing  ill-will  into  the  mind  of  one  of  his 
earliest  friends  ?  But  let  me  be  honest  ; 
unactuated  by  any  reflections  of  this  kind, 
I  listened  to  him  with  pleasure,  because  he 
entertained  me ;  and  I  shall  continue  to 
conduct  myself  with  good  manners  towards 
him,  because  I  think  such  a  repayment  due 
for  the  politeness  with  which  I  am  treated 
by  him  myself.  I  have  no  further  aim 
whatever,  and  not  the  remotest  wish  to  in- 
terfere with  your  projects.  This  is  all  I 
have  to  say,  and  all  I  ever  mean  to  say. 
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upon  so  unpleasant  a  subject.  For  your 
own  relief  and  comfort,  endeavour  to  be- 
lieve me." 

To  a  statement,  which  though  uttered 
with  some  pride,  was  so  rational,  and  would, 
to  a  candid  mind,  have  been  so  satisfactory, 
Jemima  had  little  to  oppose  ;  yet,  it  was 
evident,  she  still  harboured  doubts,  and  still 
nourished  apprehensions.  She  sighed  ; 
murmured  at  the  suspense  she  was  yet  con- 
demned to  endure ;  and,  at  last,  had  the 
encroaching  selfishness  to  require  from  her 
cousin,  a  promise  that  she  would  decline 
every  invitation  to  the  houses  where  there 
was  a  chance  of  meeting  him. 

"  This,"  said  she,  "  if  you  are  sincere  in 
your  assurances  of  being  exempt  from  all 
design,  is  not  asking  from  you  any  great 
effort,  and  will  be  the  most  unequivocal 
proof  of  that  sincerity  which  you  can  give." 

ee  I  can  consent,"  answered  Adela,  coldly, 
"  to  give  you  no  better  security  for  my 
sincerity  than  my  own  simple  asseveration. 
I  am  sorry  you  require  proofs  from  me 
which  it  is  totally  contrary  to  my  wish  or 
meaning  to  afford  you.  I  have  gone  no 
where  with  a  view  to  seek  Lord  Ennerdale  ; 
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but  neither  will  I,  most  assuredly,  refrain 
from  going  any  where  purposely  to  avoid 
him." 

"  We  may  then,"  said  Mrs.  Cleveland, 
sarcastically,  "  perfectly  estimate  the  degree 
of  faith  due  to  this  young  lady's  magnani- 
mous pretensions  to  absolute  disinterested- 
ness !  I  have  always  observed,  that  when 
persons  have  committed  themselves  by  pro- 
fessing more  than  it  might  be  convenient  to 
perform,  they  are  expert  in  discovering  at, 
the  moment  of  being  called  upon  to  act, 
some  lucky  pretext  on  which  to  found  a 
plausible  denial.  The  pretext,  I  imagine, 
which  we  are  now  to  admit  from  Miss  Cleve- 
land, is  that  of  the  high  sense  of  honour 
which  forbids  her  consenting — as  it  did  the 
heroic  Falstaff — to  sully  the  dignity  of  her 
own  independence  by  performing  any  de- 
mand upon  compulsion  /" 

This  speech  so  aptly,  yet  ridiculously  il- 
lustrated the  real  meaning  of  Adela's  refusal 
to  comply  with  her  cousin's  modest  petition, 
that,  overlooking  its  unauthorized  severity, 
she  thought  only  of  its  burlesque  justice,  and 
heard  it  with  a  laugh  of  unfeigned  good- 
humour.  She  could  have  done  nothing 
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tli at  would  so  effectually  have  mollified  the 
vain  speaker ;  any  indication  of  a  genuine 
relish  of  her  wit,  was  a  sure  passport  to  her, 
at  least  temporary,  favour.  She  therefore, 
though  with  much  gentleness  and  caution, 
hegan  representing  to  her  enamoured  daugh- 
ter, the  misery  she  might  be  entailing  upon 
herself,  by  cherishing,  upon  such  uncertain 
grounds,  a  partiality  so  serious  and  so  ex- 
clusive :  she  was  proceeding,  somewhat  too 
unguardedly  perhaps,  to  remind  her  how 
slight  had  bee«  the  encouragement  which 
her  passion  had  hitherto  received,  when 
Jemima,  losing  all  patience,  and  regard- 
less of  all  respect,  indignantly  interrupted 
her — 

"  How  can  you,  madam,"  cried  she, 
"  have  so  little  feeling  as  to  talk  to  me  in 
this  manner?  I  arn  sure  till  this  moment 
you  have  always  held  a  very  different  lan- 
guage !  It  was  you  who  first  wished  me  to 
secure  the  conquest  of  Lord  Knnerdale  ; 
who  exhorted  me  to  omit  no  means  of  cap-, 
tivating  him  ;  who  led  me  about  from  house 
to  house  in  chace  of  him;  who  have  as- 
sisted in  distancing  every  ojther  woman  whom 
you  thought  had  any  chance  of  attracting 
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him  !  And  now,  do   you  preach  tame  cir- 
cumspection to  me  ?  Do  yon.. ." 

"  Jemima,  Jemima  !"  interrupted  Mrs. 
Cleveland,  "  You  totally  forget  yourself ! — 
Are  you  in  your  senses  ?" 

"  Yes,"    replied  the  insolent  daughter, 
"  perfectly  so  :  but  since  you  provoke  me  to 
it,    I    will  declare  the   truth,  and   let   my 
cousin  judge  who  has  originally   been  the 
most  to  blame.  Her  laughing  at  your  clever 
speeches,  I  perceive,  has  quite  won  you  over 
to  her  cause  :   and  I  suppose  you  will   end 
by  saying,  as  papa  did,  when  I  complained 
to  him  about  her  this  morning,  that  it  will 
make  very  little  difference  to  him,  or  to  the 
familyin  general,  whether  Miss  Adela  Cleve- 
land, his  niece,  or  Miss  Jemima  Cleveland, 
his  daughter,  is  the  successful  candidate  for 
Lord  Ennerdale's  hand  and  title;  he   only 
wishes  that  one  of  the  two  may  obtain  the 
prize.     How  fatherly  a  declaration  !     And 
how  much  I'  am  obliged  to  my  cousin  for 
the  pains  she  takes,  on  all  sides,  to  supplant 
me  in  the  favour  of  those  I  love !     Thank 
heaven,  Julius,  with    all    his  partiality  for 
her,  will  not,  on  this  subject,  be  quite    so 
ready  to  support  her  !'* 
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Scarcely  had  she  uttered  this  last  sentence, 
when  a  quick  rap  at  the  street  door,  arrested 
the  attention  of  all  present,  and  gave  to 
Adela  the  joyful  hope  of  a  reprieve  from  the 
irksome  conversation  to  which  she  had  so 
long  been  constrained  to  listen. 
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CHAP.  X. 

DETECTION". 

IN  a  few  minutes,  Julias  Cleveland  made 
his  appearance — 

"  Why,  what's  the  matter  with  you  all  :" 
cried  he — "  I  never  saw  so  sober  and   do- 
mestic a  party  ;   I  hope  it  is  more  amusing 
than  it  looks !    My  aunt  appears    like   the 
superior  of  some  convent,  giving  lectures  on 
the  wisdom  of  seclusion,  and  the  merit  of 
humility,  to  two  or  three  favoured  novices, 
•mbled  with  down-cast  eyes,  and  in  mo- 
dest silence,  to  listen  to  her  sapient  precepts. 
And  here  sits  one,"   tapping  Barbara  on  the 
shoulder,  "  writing  it  all  down   in   mystic 
charactiT^,  that  no  profane  eye  may  he  able 
to  decypher  it.     \\  hat  dost  call  the.se  enig- 
matical pot-hooks,  hey,  my  little  Bab  ?" 
Barbara,  looking  up  from   her  emp! 
ment  ^.vhich  was  that  of  copying  some  very 
extraordinary  signs  and  figures  from  a  sheet 
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of  folio  paper  spread  at  its  full  size  upon  the 
table  before  her)  answered  very  gravely — 

"  I  am  transcribing  a  method  of  tachy- 
graphy  which  has  been  lent  me  by  one  of 
iny  language  masters." 

Julius    burst    into    an     unceremonious 
laugh — 

"  One  of  your  language  masters  ?  Why 
how  many  do  you  deal  with  at  a  time  ?" 

"  I  have  four  just  at  present.'' 

"  Only  four  ?  And  pray,  what  does  each 
master  drive  out  his  predecessor's  lesson 
with  ?" 

"  They  do  not  all  come  on  the  same 
day." 

"  That  may  be  lucky  !  But  let  us  hear, 
what  do  they  severally  undertake  to  teach 
you  ?" 

"  Oh,  no,  for  heaven's  sake,  don't  ask 
her  for  their  catalogue !"  exclaimed  Mrs. 
Cleveland. 

"  Well,  well,  I'll  make  out  a  list  upon 
conjecture  ;"  cried  Julius. — "  I  suppose, 
my  lovely  little  Tachygraphina,  that  frpm 
one  of  them,  you  learn  the  Lapland  dialect; 
from  another,  the  Cherokees  ;  from  a  third, 
the  OtaTcte,  and  from  a  fourth,  the  Hot- 

VOL.  II.  N 
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•eentot.  But,  Bab,  thy  poor  head  will  never 
be  a  complete  repository  of  half  the  tongues 
spoken  in  confusion  at  the  dispersion  of  the 
builders  of  Babel,  till  thou  hast  added,  at 
least  a  score  more  to  the  list  of  masters  al- 
ready paid  for  puzzling  thee  !'* 

"  I  assure  you,  that  they  do  not  puzzle 
me  at  all.  I  have  a  remarkably  quick  and 
retentive  memory." 

"  And  yet,  I  will  bet  you  any  sum  you 
please,  that  there  is  one  language  which 
you  have  learnt  longer  than  all  the  rest,  but 
which,  ten  to  one,  you  spell  and  understand 
more  incorrectly  than  half  the  Misses  of 
Christina's  age,  at  any  of  the  boarding- 
schools,  behind  a  row  of  poplars,  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  town !" 

"  If  you  mean  French,  you  are  com- 
pletely mistaken  ;  for  I  have  known  it  very 
thoroughly  these  ten  years." 

"  No,  my  dear,  not  French,  but — Eng- 
lish ! — Aye,  you  may  stare  as  much  as  you 
please  ;  but  I  shrewdly  suspect,  that  all  this 
prodigious  distraction  amongst  foreign  al- 
phabets, grammars,  and  lexicons,  has  left 
you  more  shamefully  ignorant  of  good 
plain  English,  than  you  will  ever  have 
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either  the  modesty  to  credit,  or  the  frank- 
ness to  avow." 

Then,  turning  from  his-  highly-affronted 
auditress,  to  direct  his  conversation  to  her 
mother  and  sister,  he  was  surprised  at  the 
evident  discomposure  of  their  ill-boding 
countenances — 

"  Is  the  tempest,"  cried  he,  alternately 
surveying  them,  "  brewing  or  dispersing  ? 
Has  it  already  vented  its  fury,  or  are  these 
clouds  the  forerunners  of  its  approach  ? 
They  look  tremendously  awful  !  What 
has  been,  or  is  to  be  the  matter  ?  Speak  at 
once — 

'  So  foul  a  ski;  clears  not  without  a  storm : 
f  Pour  down  your  weather  /' 

"  Don't  tease  us,  Julius,"  peevishly  an- 
swered Jemima  ;  "  I  assure  you,  we  are  not 
•at  all  in  a  humour  to  bear  it  patiently." 

ft  1  never  found  any  of  you  in  a  humour 
to  bear  patiently  what  you  did  not  like : 
but  remember,  that  I  am  something  of  a 
spoil'd  child  too,  and  am  not  apt  to  submit 
with  a  great  deal  more  patience  than  your- 
selves, to  any  prohibitions  that  fetter  my 
curiosity,  and  interfere  with  my  good-will 
N  2 
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and  pleasure.  So  answer  me  more  to  the 
point,  my  gentle  coz,  or  I  shall  put  yon  to 
the  question,  ordinary,  and  extraordinary !" 

Jemima  had  every  secret  inclination  to 
gratify  his  wishes  which  he  could  desire, 
though  she  felt  ashamed  to  speak  without 
some  urging,  and  was  also  a  little  perplexed 
how  to  dress  out  her  intended  accusation  I 
in  terms  sufficiently  advantageous  to  her- 
self. She  knew  that  it  would  give  great 
disgust  to  Julius  to  find  that  any  of  his 
family  entertained  a  prepossession  in  favour 
of  Lord  Ennerdale,  and  she  was  anxiousj 
whilst  casting  blame  upon  Adela  on  that)] 
account,  to  avoid  incurring  censure  for 
similar  offence  herself.  At  last,  with  feigru 
reluctance,  she  said — 

"  I  have  been  threatening  all  day,  ill- 
naturedly  enough,  J  dare  say  your  sis-tei 
thinks,  to  make  my  appeal  to  you  ;  but 
am  Mire,  if  you  had  not  plagued  and  torj 
mented  me  in  this  manner,  I  never  shoul( 
have  said  a  word.  Yon  must  knoi 
then,  that  we  have  had  almost  a  quarn 
about  your  old  enemy,  Lord  Ennerdale.' 

"  And  what,"  interrupted  he,  with  eye 
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flashing   fire,   "  have   either  of  you   to   do 
with  him  ?" 

"  I  cannot  say,  that  in  this  case,"  an- 
swered the  guileful  girl,  "  /  have  much  to 
do  with  him.  Our  dispute  originated  in 
the  very  remarkahle  degree  of  attention 
which  I  sa\v  him  paying  to  your  sister 
yesterday,  and  again  this  morning :  I  was 
convinced  that  you  would  disapprove  it, 
and  very  plainly  told  her  so.  Nay,  last 
night,  I  communicated  to  her  the  whole 
affair  of  the  duel,  which  was  quite  new  to 
her,  and  which,  to  do  her  justice,  she 
seemed  extremely  shocked  at.  But,  I  know 
not  how  it  was,  when  they  met  again  this 
morning,  she  permitted  his  assiduities  so 
readily,  that,  to  own  the  .truth,.  I  was  quite 
provoked  ;  and,  I  dare  say,  have  heen  a 
good  deal  too  warm  ,in  some  of  my  expres- 
sions about  it :  but  can  you  much  wonder 
at  it  ?" 

Whatever  Julius  might  do,  Adela  won- 
dered at  this  skilful  representation  till  she 
was  almost  deprived  of  breath.  She  fixed 
her  bright,  expressive  eyes  upon  the  disinge- 
nuous speaker,  who,  involuntarily  abashed, 
was  forced  to  avoid  their  significant  mean 
N  3 
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ing  by  moving  back  her  chair.  Mrs.  Cleve- 
land herself  seemed  restless  and  uneasy ; 
Barbara  looked  up  with  a  lurking  sneer ; 
and  a  dead  silence,  for  some  minutes,  pre- 
vailed throughout  the  whole  parly. 

Julius  was  the  first  to  break  it;  he  started 
up  in  a  transport  of  indignation,  and  seized 
his  hat  to  hasten  away  ; — but  before  he 
went,  regarding  Jemima  with  the  most 
indescribable  mixture  of  scorn  and  resent- 
ment, he  said — 

"I  am  not  the  credulous  idiot  that  you 
had  hoped  to  find  !  I  perfectly  understand 
the  sincerity  of  this  professed  alarm  about 
Lord  Ennerdale,  and  the  exact  source  of  all 
your  generous  disturbance  on  his  and 
Adela's  account  !  Your  ambitious  designs 
upon  him  have  been  remarked  arid  derided 
wherever  you  have  met  him ;  and  what  is 
more,  I  can  assure  your  mother,  for  her 
comfort,  that  her  views  for  Talbot  upon 
Ennerdale's  wealthy  sister,  are  just  as 
clearly  penetrated  ! — All  this  I  know — and 
I  despise,  for  success,  I  am  persuaded,  will 
never  attend  your  projects  :  nay,  if  it  docs, 
I  neither  love  you,  nor  honour  you  suf- 
ficiently to  care  ! — As  to  Adela — she  needs 
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no  warning  voice  from  me ;  I  leave  her  so 
well  hedged  in,  and  guarded  by  two  such 
watchful  and  self-interested  observers,  that,, 
whatever  her  aspiring  inclinations  might 
prompt,  I  almost  defy  her  to  escape  your 
jealous  vigilance.  She  can  no  where  be 
more  safe.,  and  no  where,  if  the  reproaches 
you  cast  upon  her  are  in  any  degree  merited, 
more  deservedly  miserable  ! — To  your  ami- 
able and  well-meant  superiutendance  I  com- 
mend her  ! " 

He  then  abruptly  departed,  and,  as  he 
went,  his  sister  had  some  difficulty  to  sup- 
press a  smile  at  the  blank  and  disappointed 
aspect  of  Jemima,  and  the  haughty  dis- 
pleasure depicted  on  the  countenance  of  her 
mother. 

With  all  her  subtilty,  Jemima  was  a 
bad  judge  of  character  ;  she  had  yet  to 
learn,  that  an  accusation,  in  order  to  gain 
belief  from  a  penetrating,  though  impetuous 
being  like  Julius,  should  proceed  from 
unsuspected  lips  ; — she  had  also  yet  to  learn, 
that  his  affection  for  Adela  was  too  great  to 
suffer  any  one  to  behave  ill  to  her  but  him- 
self. Had  he  personally  witnessed  her 
N  4 
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friendly  deportment  to  Lord  Ennerdale>  he 
would  have  been  outrageous  :  but  heann£ 
it  described,  with  an  air  of  conscious  du- 
plicity which  she  could  not  entirely  shake 
off,  by  a  girl  he  at  once  disliked  and  dis- 
trusted, her  mischievous  design  lost  it? 
aim,  and 

''evil  on  itself  did  back  recoil ! 

The  remainder  of  the  evening  was  spcr.t 
by  the  foiled  and  angry  Jemima,  in  sullen 
silence;  by  Adela,  in  trying  to  attend  to 
the  pages  of  a  new  Review  ;  and  by  Mrs. 
Cleveland,  in  throwing  out  sharp  reflections 
upon  the  disrespect  of  modern  young  people 
for  their  seniors  and  superiors.  At  an  un- 
usually early  hour,  they  separated  for  the 
night, — none  of  the  parly  very  solicitous 
ever  to  meet  again. 

A  home  so  comfortless,  and  interviews 
productive  of  such  discord,  dejected  the 
elastic  spirit  of  Adela  almost  as  grievously 
as  when  suffering  from  the  fickle  treatment 
of  her  mother  at  Pine  Lodge — almost  as 
much  as  a  refil  misfortune.  It  is  a  trite  ob- 
servation, that,  from  the  accumulation  of 
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petty  vexations  as  much  misery  results,  and 
perhaps  more  repining,  than  from  the  se- 
verest calamities.  We  summon  fortitude  to 
bear  these  ;  we  know  it  to  be  a  duty  ;  and 
we  think  patience,  in  such  cases,  is  at  once 
virtuous  and  dignified:  but  for  slighter  an- 
noyances, we  call  forth  slighter  courage; 
tempers  of  the  greatest  equanimity  become 
captious  by  continual  provocation  ;  petu- 
lance is  repelled  by  petulance ;  reproach 
answered  with  defiance,  and  suspicion  re- 
torted with  contempt. 

Adela  dreaded  lest  any  of  these  injurious 
effects  should  be  produced,  by  the  persons 
around  her,  upon  her  own  disposition.  She 
scarcely  wished  to  become  absolutely  cal- 
lous to  their  malignity;  for  she  feared,  in 
so  doing,  to  contract  an  obduracy  of  feeling, 
a  proud  self-sufficiency,  that  might  here- 
after render  her  equally  disdainful  of  the 
censures  of  the  wise  and  truly  friendly. 
Yet  she  had  incessantly  to  contend  against 
the  opposite  evils  of  either  falling  under 
total  subjection,  or  of  giving  way  to  a  ha- 
b.it  of  endless  recrimination.  To  escape 
these  dangers,  she  knew  no  method  but  that 
of  detaching  herself  from  the  family  more 
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diligently  than  ever,  and  spent  the  whole  of 
her  time,  except  the  portion  of  it  allotted 
to  meals,  in  the  apartment  of  Mademoiselle 
Durocher  and  her  youthful  pupil.  Thither 
no  taunts  or  asperity  ever  followed  her,  and 
the  only  happy  hours  she  now  experienced 
in  this  mansion  of  contention,  were  those 
she  passed  in  their  humble  retreat. 

An  answer  from  Mrs.  Somerville  to  her 
consultation  respecting  Lord  Ennerdale,  at 
length  arrived.  It  was  written  in  the  gayest 
spirits,  and  accorded  the  sanction  which 
Adela.had  demanded  to  her  keeping  up  a 
friendly  conduct  to  him,  in  terms  the  most 
frank  and  unequivocal : — 

"  The  repugnance  of  our  mad  brother," 
she  observed,  "  to  your  doing  this,  will 
gradually  abate;  at  all  events,  have  the 
courage  to  resist  his  guidance.  Lord  En- 
nerdale is  much  too  good  to  be  sacrificed 
to  the  ungenerous  hatred  which  Julius  che- 
rishes against  him.  When  \ve  meet,  which 
I  now  flatter  myself  will  be  in  about  ten 
days  or  a  fortnight,  I  shall  have  much  to 
tell  you  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  our 
intiinary  with  him.  His  first  introduction 
at  Roscdown  Court,  took  place  under  cir- 
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cumstances  at  once  the  most  ludicrous  and 
affecting ; — but  the  history  is  too  long  to 
be  written :  I  reserve  it  for  one  of  our  so- 
ciable fire-side  conferences. 

"  What  can  I  say  upon  the  subject  of  the 
love-stricken  damsel,  your  present  inmate, 
but  that,  alas  for  her,  poor  soul  !  she  has 
allowed  herself  to  be  dazzled  by  a  most 
delusive  phantom  ! — I  almost  pity  her;  yet, 
to  blame  Lord  Ennerdale — trusting  as  I  do 
in  the  perfect  integrity  of  his  nature,  which 
would  recoil  from  the  idea  of  wilfully  be- 
guiling any  human  being — I  find  impossible. 
Whatever  deception  she  may  suffer  under., 
is  self-deception.  Some  men  flirt,  as  it  is 
called,  with  such  sentimental  duplicity  of 
countenance,  that  it  is  scarcely  possible  for 
the  most  watchful  observer  to  ascertain 
whether  they  are  smitten  in  jest  or  earnest; 
others,  and  Lord  Ennerdale  is  of  the  num- 
ber, play  off  the  farce  with  an  air  so  dis- 
engaged, that  none  but  the  most  inordi- 
nately conceited,  could,  for  an  instant,  mis- 
take their  total  exemption  from  serious 
meaning. 

"  I  wish  it  would  hasten  the  time  of  our 
meeting  to  tell  you   how   affectionately   I 
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long  to  see  you  !  Mr.  Spmerville  and  my 
two  little  girls,  participate  in  the  same  im- 
patience; you  hold  as  distinguished  a  place 
as  ever  in  all  their  hearts, — and  it  is  agreed, 
nem.  con.  that  after  we  reach  town,  you 
are  not  to  be  allowed  to  remain  in  your 
present  abode,  a  single  hour;  from  thence- 
forsvard,  dear  Adela,  my  home  shall  be  thy 
home,  and  nought  but  death  (or  mamai 
shall  part  thce  and  me  ! 

k  "  Adieu  my  loved,  and 
"  worthy-to-be-lot ed  sister,  yours  ever, 

"  ELINOR  SOMERVILLE." 

Over  the  cheering  conclusion  of  this  let- 
ter, Adela  shed  the  sweetest  tears  of  gra- 
titude and  pleasure.  She  resided  amongst 
such  cold-hearted  and  repulsive  beings, 
and,  of  late,  had  been  so  unaccustomed  to 
kindness,  that  it  touched  her  more  than  on 
any  former  occasion.  She  pressed  to  her 
lips  the  precious  paper,  and  mentally  exr 
claimed — "  There  yet,  then,  are  in  the 
world  some  gentle  individuals  who  truly 
and  affectionately  love  me  ! — An  existence 
such  as  this,  however  I  may  strive  to  bear 
it  with  resignation,  is  most  dreary  and  dis- 
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heartening-! — But  provided  with  the  talis- 
man against  dejection  with  which  my 
Elinor  has  furnished  me,  I  shall  now  be 
enabled  to  submit,  even  with  cheerfulness, 
to  whatever  farther  trials  may  await  me." 
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